Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^1 



■JS]- 




• I 



COMPANION 

FOR THE 

PRISONER; 

BEING 
OF 

SERMONS, EXHORTATIONS; 

AVD OTHER 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTIONS; 

COMPILED FOR THE VSB OF 

IMPRISONED OFFENDERS. 



BY THE lATE ^ 

THOMAS BOWEN, M. A. 

Chaplain of Bridewell H<ifpitalt and Minifter of Bridewell PrecindU 



THE SECOND EDITION. 
LONDON: 

PMNTEDFOR P. C» AND J. RIVINGTON, 
Beolfdlers to the Society for Promfting Chrifiiiin Knowledge, 

Ko. 62f 8T. Paul's church-yard. 

« 

* 1809. 






Printed bjr Law and GiL»xJiT, St John's Sqnai*, Loftdon. 



,j -- -o . » . ' / 



TO 

RICHARD CLARK, Esq/ 

CHAMBERLAIN OF THE CITY OF LONDON^ 

AND . 

TREASURER OF THE ROYAL HOSPITALS 

OF 

BRIDEWELL AND BETHLEM, 



THE FOLLOWING 



COMPILATION 



IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED. 



BY HIS MOST PAITHrUL 



BEXOSWXLL HOIPXTAXa 

JVNSS5»1798. 



AND OBEBIENT SERVANT, 



THOMAS BOWEN. 



\ 



PREFACE. 

THE difcourfes here felefted are (uch as 
appeared to me moft fuitable to the 
Gondition and circumftances of perlbns ia 
confinement. We have very few that are 
immediately addreffed to prifoners.. Dr.. 
Glasse*s fermon is fo well calculated for 
the inftru6lion of offenders in folitary con- 
finement, that I feel myfelf much indebted to 
him for the liberty which he has given me 
to introduce it into this colleftion. Mr. 
Brewster had the goodnefs to compofe 
and publifli a fmall volume of fermcns for 
rfieufc of prifons** They are plain, afFcc- 

*.See " Sermons for Prifons, to which are added. 
Prayers for the Ufe of Prifoners in folitary Confine- 
ment,'* and alfo, a fmall tradi " On the Prevcntioa 
of Crimes, and on the Advantages of folitary Im- 
prifonmerit,." by Jolm Brcwfter, A. M. vicar of Great- 
ham, and ledlurer of Stockton upon Tees, Printed for 
W. Clarke^ New Bond-ftreet ;. J. Dcbrett, Piccadilly^ 
and J. Johnfon, St. Paul's Church Yard. 
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donate, pathetic. He has my fincere thanks 
for the kind permiflioh which he has given 
me to make ufc of them. I truft that he 
lias not wholly relinquiflied the defign which 
he had once formed of giving to the world 
another volume. The other fermons which 
I have felefted, though not immediately 
addrefled to criminals, treat upon fubje6ls 
in which they are nearly interefted. I have 
added The ConvtcTs Addrefs to his unhapfiy 
brethren *. Here is evidently the hand of 
a mafter, urging the moft powerful and 
appropriate topics, upon the moft ferious 
and fblemn occafion. The unhappy man 
who delivered it, when he gave it for pub- 
lication, prayed God that, in the hands of 
the minifter, it might frequently and effec- 
tually adminifter to the comfort and inftruc- 
tion of the miferable. 

In my refearches after exhortations and 
inftruiflions proper for ojffen'ders, Iconfultcd 

♦ Sec Bofwcll*6 Life of JoKnfon, vol. ii. p, 522, 
oAavo edit. 
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Rof[e\Vg Pri/oners Dire^or.puhliihtdin the 
year 1 742, a multifarious work, but ufefiil, 
as prefentingmuch matter for feleftion. 
His Direiiions to Criminals of different 
Defcriptions are taken, as is alfo hh Preface, 
but without acknowledgment, from a bDok 
entitled, Ca/itivity im/irovedtofpritualFur^ 
Jiofesy publifhed in 1675, by E. Creffey, 
ordinary of Newgate *. They were re- 
vifcd by an unfortunate divine during bis 
imprifbnment, and republiftied after his 
death ; but I do not think them ftriking or 
impreffive. The fixth chapter containing 
direftions aeainft the influence of evil ex- 

o » 

amples, is taken from A charitable Vtfit to 
the Prifonsy a book which has much ufeful 
matter, publiflied in the year 1 725* Imien- 
tioH thefe books for the information of fuch 
as may be defirous to confult authors who 
have written upon this fubjeft. No writings 
that I have lecn are better calculated for the 

* This book is in Sion college library. 

6 cdifi- 



[ viii ] 

edification of criminals than thofe of the 
pious and learned Kettlbwell. He b 
juflly praifed by Nelson for accuracy in 
the management of his argument, and for 
his talent in devotional compofition/*^* All 
his writings upon this fubje6b are in the 
folio edition of his works ; and alfb in a 
fmall feparate book, publifhed in the year 
1^97. I do not know that it was ever re-* 
printed: it certainly is not to be had in 
common. His Office and Prayers for Pri* 
foners are in RoysELt ; but not his Direc- 
tions to Prifbners in various Situations : thefe 
are fo judicious, fo forcible, familiar, and^ 
affectionate, and fo' well- formed for prac- 
tical ufe, that, in the hands of an attentive 
minifter^ and in a prifon well governed, I 
think they would be powerful and effir 
cacious» 

* The Society , for promoting. Chriftiaa Know- 
ledge have publiflied a very ufeful devotional book- of 
Kettlewdl's, entitled *' A Coropaaign for the Peni- 
tent."' 
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Prayers for Malefa6lors are to be found 
in the works of bifhop Andrews, biQiop 
Taylor, biftiop Cozens, bifhop Patrick, and 
bifhop Wilfon ; in DodwelFs Sick Man's 
Companion^ and in Jenks's Devotions. And 
thofe, whofe duty may oblige, or charity 
ipduce them to vifit the condemned, will 
find further information in a fele6tion from 
Roflell, publifhed by the Rev. Mr. Villette. 

The eleventh Sermon, by Dr. Galkin, 
is, with his permiflion^ firil introduced^ in 
the prcfcnt Edition. 



Lately 



PMJtid ij the fame Author^ 

I. THOUGHTS on the NECESSITY of MORAL 
DISCIPLINE in PRISONS, as prdiminary to ihe RE. 
LIGIOUS INSTRUCTION of OFFENDERS ; with 
Obfervations on the Expediency of appointing by Av* 
THOKiTT a FORM OF PRAYER for the Ufe of PRI. 
SONERS. Price IS. 

t. PRAYERS fcleaed ftom the LITURGY ; with 
Pfalms and Leflbns proper for the Ufe of PRISONERS % 
alfo an OFFICE for the VISITATION of PRISONERS* 
Price bound i8« 6dt 



CONTENTS. 



CONTENTS. 

Page 
SERMON I. The Sinner encouraged to 

Repentance, hr. Glaflfe - 7 - , - 1 
Serm. II. The life of Solitude in Prifons. 

Mr. Brewfter --.-----13 
Serni .III. The Nature of Sin^ and the Pu^ 

nijhment that certainly follows it. Bifhop 

Wilfon ---.---.-^25 
Serm. IV. Salvation hy Jefus Cbrifi. 

Bifhop Wilfon ------- 39 

Serm. V. On the due Obfervance of the 

Sahhatb. Biffiop Wilfon , ... - 50 
Serm. VI. Fornication forbidden both in the 

Law and the Go/peJ. Bifliop Wilfon - 64 
Serm. VII. On the eighth Commandment. . 

Archbifliop Seeker ------ 75 

Serm. VIII. On the ninth Commandment. 

Archbiihop Seeker --.... 86 
Serm. IX. On the Influence of evil Com^ 

pony. Mr. Brewfter ------ 98 

Serm. X. On Indujiry. Dr. Jortin -. - 110 
Serm. XI. Repentance and Converfion en* 

forced. By Dr. Galkin - * * * -121 
The Convi£f3 Addrefs to hts unhappy ^Brethren 133 
Extract from a Dtfcourfe on the eighth Com- 
mandment^ defcribing the wretched Condi^ 

Hon of Thieves and Robbers. Fofter •149 

An 



[ xii ] 

An Exhortation to Prifoners. From an OfBce 

publiflied in the Year 1699 - - - - 153 
A ferious Exhortation to Criminals confined - 
for Jmall Offences, Traft printed for 

Rivingtons -.-.----- 160 
Advice to Perfons in Confinement how to bear 

Solitude and Want. Kettlewell - - - 166 
Advice to habitual evil Livers. Bifhop 

Wilfon -4.-.'. -----tyj 
Exhortations proper for Servants. Bifhop 

Wilfon ---178 

ExtraSs from Bijbop Wilfon's Maxims of 

Piety . ^ - . . . 180 

Some Conjideratiqns fuited to the Condition of 

penitent Prifoners. RolTell - - - - 198 
The Baptifmal Vow . , ^ . - - - 202 
Heads of Self Examination - - - • - 206 
Private Prayers for the penitent Sinner - 210 



A COM- 



■■ ' ' ■' ■ ' I . ' I .'.; 



COMPANION 

POK THE 

PRISONER. 



SERMON I. 

THE SINNER ENCOURAGED TO REPENTANCE** 



St. Matthew, Chap. xxv. Ver.. 36. 

/ was in Prijon^ and ye came unto me. 

1 HE office, which I have, at this time^ taken 
upon me, I hppe, prifoners, you will confider as 
tke efFeft of fincere compalfion towards you, in 
your prefcnt unhappy iituation. I am now come 
in the. name of your trueft-and beft friends^ ta 
declare to you how iincercly we feel for your 
fufFering^; how defirous we are to contribute 

♦ Preached by the Rev. Samvsl GLA,9SBy D.D. on 
Sunday f Septemhtr 28, 1794.1 at the Opening of the Chapel 
mf the New Hoofc of CorreAio« for the County oiMid^ 

dlifexn 
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d A COMPANION FOR THE PRISONER. 

Cowards rendering them fupportable; and how 
earneftly we wifh you, during your reparation 
from the world, to " cbnMer the things v/hich 
*' belOiig to your peace." 

It is -nbt nfiy bufinefs, on tfcis occafion, to 
draw the line of diflipQion between the different 
oimes and circumft'ances which have brought 
you hither. You are certainly here under very 
different defcription,s ; fome having been con- 
vifted of very heinous offences; others in a 
ftatc of punifhment for {lighter tranfgreffions ; 
whilfl a third clafs confifts of perfons only fuf- 
pefted for theprefent, and wafting the event 
of ;^ trial, which will either demonftrate their 
innocence, or confirm their guilt. X^^r o^n 
confciences do either accufe or excufe you, in 
proportion to the weight ot guilt which lieth 
upon them. In the eye of Heaven we have all 
acknowledged this day, and are ready at all 
times to confefs, that we are miferabU offenders: 
i% is not, therefore, from any prefumptuous 
tohceit, that themfelves are without (in, when 
the miniftersvof Gob ftand forth to difcharge 
that important duty, which they have received 
authority and commandment to perform, namely, 
te admonilh, 16 reprove, and to exhort, a^ oc- 
cafion fhall be given t,hem ; when they " cry 
^' aloud, and Hft up their voice like a trumpet," 
to " fhcw" the ungodly '* their tranfgreffions," 
and the enemies to religion and virtue, as well 
as to the peace of fociety, their finful and 
dangerous (late. 

With 
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With very few exceptions, then, I have a/ 
right to affiime, that you here prefent your* 
felves befoYe us, as thofc who have tranfgreflcd 
both the laws of God and of your country:* 
and my bufinefs is to fhew you the mif chief SLt\d 
the mifery^ and confequently the extreme folly^ 
of wilful difobedienci^. Your o^vn fad expe- 
rience of the efFeCls of irreligion upon your 
minds, has long fince convinced you of the 
truth of what an infpired W4"iter has declared, 
that " th€ fear of the Lord, that is wifdom^ 
** and" that " to abftain" or " depart from evil, 
** is underftanding/' You need not be told, on 
divine authoritv* that " the wicked are like the 
" troubled fea,^when it cannot reft;" and you 
need only have recourfe to your own hearts to 
know, that " there is. no peace' to the 
" WICKED." You will be thankful, therefore, 
to thofe who fhall endeavour to reftore to your 
minds that peace to which you have been 
ftrangers, fince you have engaged in the fervice 
of fin. The cup of intern peiance may for a 
time have drowned refleftion; a momentary 
gratification of the fenfcs may have banifhed 
care; the encouragement of evil companions 
•may have given you a little confidence; and 
perhaps fome fuccefs in the article of plunder, 
may have enabled you for a- while to rife above 
the fufferings of extreme necefiSty; and you 
may have been tempted to fancy, that the 
life of a libertine is not without its plaafures 
and advantages, whilft it lafts, though it may 

B 2 be 



4 A COMl'ANION FOR THE ^RUOKI^R. 

be fliortened by difeafe, or by the fentence af 
the law* 

Now the fituation to which (let me call it) 
the bumanity of our courts of juftice has fen- 
tenced you, is peculiarly calculated to convince 
you, how wretchedly you have been miftaken 
both in your fentiments and conduQ. You are 
brought to this place, as the Tick and wounded 
are fent to other places, to be cured — of your 
folly, by ferious refleftion, if your minds are 
not hardened beyond the power of conviftion : 
and the means here made ufe of, are fuch as^ 
if it be not your own fault, will tend to make 
you wiftr^ zi\d better^ and bappitry than you 
have ever yet been. 

We are not ignorant, however, of the prejudice 
which is gone JForth among the wretched indivi- 
duals of your cbfs, fefpefling the nature and 
dilbiplihe of this place: they have annexed to 
it an idea of more than ordinary feverity, which 
does not a6lually belong to it. On the con- 
trary, we affirm that the grand principle on 
which every thing here is about to be con- 
duced, Js a principle of juftice, tempered with 
mercy. From no other motive than this, can 
any fyftem be fuppofed to have originated, 
which can claim for its- patrons and its warm 
fupporters ihofe great examples of goodnefs and 
humanity, an Howard and an Hanway. It 
was their wi(h, that prifoners, conducing them* 
felves with propriety, Ihould have all the favour 
fliewn to them, which the nature of their fen- 
tence 
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tence and the circumftances of their fituaiion 
would admit ; that their food, aiid their degree 
of confinenient, fhould be regulated by a due 
regard to their health and ftrength ; iudulgenct*, 
they knew, could not be reafonably expected in 
a place fet apart for punifliment and correction : 
the fmalleft fhare of it can only be hoped for 
by conftant diligence, and can only be obtained 
by good and fubmiffive behaviour. 

WitK refpefl to labour^ it was their great 
objefl, that fuch only (hould be impofed upon 
prifoners, except in extraordinary cafes, as migiit 
bring their minds into that habit of indufiry, 
which might be ufeful to them, as long as they 
live : and as to Jolitary copfineMcnt^ this, thev 
meant, (hould chiefly depend on the ufe which 
they were difpofed to make of the liberty which 
might be occafionally allowed then). If the 
converfation of aprifoner is found or fufpecled 
to be of a wicked and mifchievous tendf-ncv, an 
entire feparation becomes abfolutely neteHary: 
if his behaviour Ihews a corrupt and depraved 
difpofuion, nothing can be more prudent, than 
that he (hould be excluded froiti fociety, as an 
infefiious ixlember of this community. 

After all, we know that the difcipline of this 
houfe will be looked upon with difguft by thofc 
who HAT£ TO BE REFORMED; fiuce reformation 
is its principal objefl: it will be detefted by 
thofc who are fo funk in habits of idlcHefs, as 
to hate the very name of ufeful employment; 
and yet more, the idea. of that daily hhur^ 

B 3 which 
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i^fhich is certainly intended to be* here required/ 
It will be abhorred by thofe, who are fuch ene- 
mies to feriotifnefs and fobriety, as not to endure 
that reparation which is moil friendly to re- 
fleftion, and thofe rcftraints. from exceffes of 
,every kind,- which tend to eftablifh an habit of 
temperance and felf- government. Far more 
agreeable to fuch would be that fociety, which 
has hitherto increafed the evils of imprifonment 
an hundred fold ; that, evil commuuication, 
which has heretofore been fuffered to fpread 
its contagion through every part of our prifons; 
'Confirming the old offender in his evil ways, 
and preparing the novice in iniquity for new and 
more diftinguiflied a£ls of villany, from the mo^* 
ment of his departure from the prifon-door. 

This mifchief of indifcriminate intercourfe, it 
is oxxrfirfi concern to obviate. Wc receive you 
^ under our infp^eBion with all youir fins and evil 
habits about you; and our objefl is, by every 
prudent method, to bring you to a ftate of 
ferioufnefs and refleflion ; to convince you that 
you have been living, under the difplcafure of 
heaven it without knowing, and too probably 
without caring, how you might be reftored to 
the divine favour: When once you are. per- 
fuaded, that obedience to the laws of Gon and 
man is the trueft wifdom ; that honefty is the 
foundeft and fureft policy ; and that your paft 
eonduB has been in direft defiance of thefe 
principles; every thing that we wifh will follow 
an its courfe. We &all then find you enquiring 

with 
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with equal earneftnefs and humility, ♦' Sirs*! 
*' what muft we do to be favcd ?" — And our 
anfv/er to your queftion will be the very famd 
which was given by an apoftle, like you, him- 
felf a prifoner, but not, like you, in bonds for 
his offences: " Believe in the LorI)- Jesu^ 
** Christ, and ye ftiall be faved;"— -faved frbnt 
your prefent wretchednefs of mind — faved from 
the torment of a guilty confcience — faved from 
the dread of Gop's avenging hand — faved froift 
the apprehenfion of eternal ruin. 

** Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ:" 
Believe, that He who was in the form of God^ 
became man for your ialvation : that he ^ came^ 
not to call the righteous,'* or thofe^who vainly 
imagine themfelves to be righteous, ^^ to re- 
pentance;" but to bring back fuch poor, loft, 
wandering fiieep, as yourfelves, into His flocks 
^ The Son of Man,** He fays of Himfelf^ « is 
come to feek and to fave fuch as are loft;'* and 
loft for ever you would have been, becaufe you 
would, in all probability, h^ve lived and diea ia 
your fins, if this check had not been given yoxt 
in your wild career; if your fans had not found 
you out; and the ftrong hand of juftice had not, 
by thus feparating*you from your evil* fociety, 
given you time and opportunity for rcfleftioft,. 
and brought you heme to ymrfelves. We now 
venture to hope, that, after a certain degree of 
fuffering and reftraint, you will be induced to 
adopt the Prodigal's refolution in the Gofpel, 
and fay, '^ I will arife and go to my Father, and 

B4, will 
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will fay unto him, Father, I have finned a^ainft 
Heaven, and before thee, and am not worthy 
to be called thy Son." 

When you feel the force of this example, and 
are difpofcd to follow it, you may blefs the 
hour wherein you were brought within thefe 
walls; and, above all, you may adore the good 
providence of God, which did not cut you off 
in the midft of your fins; but vouchfafed you 
a longer fpace for repentance, and here affords 
you the befl opportunities of performing it. . 

But perhaps it may be faid, and, I fear, it 
might be faid by the greatefl part of you, " We 
" are exhorted to repent, and to believe in 
^' Jefus Chrift: alas! we know but little of 
^* the true nature of repentance; and as little 
f* do we know of Jefus Chrifl, or of the reli- 
** gion which he taught : the name of God we 
** have feldom had in our mouths, except to 
f* profane it, in our idle a^nd finful conver- 
*^ fation : how then ftiall we be able to do what 
^} is required of us ?" — Your cafe, I confefs, 
is deplorable, but it is not abfolutely defperate: 
for when, through God's bleffing on the endea- 
vours of your teachers, you are convinced, that 
oo one can be happy that is in a ftate of enmity 
againfl God, neither loving nor being loved by 
Him; neither knowing Him, nox difpofed to 
ferve and to obey Him; when you find that 
you have made Him your enemy by your fins, 
who is able to deflroy you for ever, you will 
be glad to hear, what we are authorifcd by the 

word 
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word of God to declare, that ^^ if any man 
have finned," and confefs and forfake his fins, 
^ we have an Advocate^^"^ one to plead in our 
behalf, ^ with our heavenly Father, J.efus Chrift, 
the righteous ;" who came down from heaven > 
lived a comfortlefs I^fe; fuffereH a miierable and 
ihameful death, though without theleaft fpcfi. 
or blemiCh of fin; that, for the fake of what He 
fuffered for mankind, every repenting and re- 
turning finncr might be pardoned and accepted 
with €m>i>. To qualify them for this mercy, 
He invited finners, in thefe affeflionate terms, 
10 turn unto Him, and be faved ; ^^ Come unta 
me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden,'^ 
with ihe^rthen of your fins^ *^ and I will give 
you reft/^ His- firft exhortation, when lie ap* 
peared with glad tidings of falvation to the 
wofld, was : ** Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand;" making ufe of the very 
iame expreffions with which his fore-runner, Str 
John thefiaptift, had opened his commiflion, as^ 
a preacher of righteoufnefs, and an exanvple of 
repentance. 'By this word r£pent, the difciples 
were to underitand^ " Return ye from your 
" £nful ways; put away the iniquity of your 
*• doings; ceafe to do evil; learn to do well." 
^ This is the true nature of repentance : it is a 
real change of the heart from die love of fin, 
to the love of Gon; a change^ which, only the 
fearcher of hearts can perfeftly difcover, and 
which his Hply Spirit only can efFeft j a change^ 
wbich. they pnly can be fo happy as. to expedl, 
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who, in the fincerity of humble prayer, belt^tb' 
God to " create in them a^clelin Heart^^nd to"* 
renew a right fpirit Vithih them." - ' ' v ** 

Hither then are ybu brought, to h^ p^ttikadcS 
to "return unto God, that He « iniy return* 
unto you :" Then, oivthe higheflT SfufthoritV^m' 
fhe.worrd, we venture to declare* to you,** that* 
" though your fins betas' fckrlet, thdy fhall'be^ 
white as fnow ; though they be red likc'ciililfein'J 
they fhall be as wool." % ' ' 

In the mean time, and as tlie firft ftep to^^ards 
this happy amendment, let me recommi^nd t6 
you an humble, peaceful, quiel-beiiaviour^ fiich 
as is fuited to the nature of your fitu^idr#, and 
fuch a^ will cnjitle you to kindneft from 'tboflf 
that are fet over you : refiftancc of thai alitfea* 
rity under which you are here plaqed, will be a9 
rmwife, as was the conduft which brought you 
to your wretched . ftate. Above aU, let me 
intreat you frequently to lift up your hearts to 
the God, againft whom, you have bee*> living 
in habits of difobedience and rebellion; and 
irhplore thofe graces of patience and meeknefs^ 
which youi* fituation particularly demands; and 
at all times, when you attend in this pla^e of 
divine worfhip, let me more efpecially exhort 
you to fhew a decent, humble, ' and devout 
behaviour: every other fort of conduft, on Tuch 
folemn occafions, argues only the extreme of 
folly, as well as impiety and hardnefs t>f heart. 

The moft ignorant among you, in a moment 
of ferious relleftion, can fay, " GOD bb mbfk 

cirUL 
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citvis to Mfi A sinner!" and we kiiow,.thatr 
he "who faid even this, in the finccrity of.a pent- 
tenft heart, and with a determination to ibriake^ 
his fins, was heard, accepted9.andyii^i/?^</in the^ 
fight of God. 

* Kefolve to begin here, whilft you are out ofi 
the reach of temptation, that courfe of life whichr. 
it will ever afterwards be your duty and your 
ihtereft to purfuc; and which you will foon find* 
to be fo full of comfort and fatisfaftion, thatr. 
you will not eafily be prevailed with to depart 
froni it, when you are reftor^d to fbciety.. Youfc 
will then take a fiftaliedvc of this place, renewed: 
in the fpirit of your minds; eftablifhed in dili**^ 
gent and virtuous habits; ftfongly impreffedwitb 
a fenfe of your duty to God; and determined, byr 
the aid of his grace, to live foberly, righteously^ 
and godly, for the time to .come. 

Form in your minds the mod: fblemn refold*- 
dons to '♦ love God and keep his command^ 
ments:" and that you may be enabled to fulfil ' 
tncfc good refv^lurions, pray for his affiftanc6: 
every day in private, and on every Sabbath-day/ 
in the public congregation; honour His Holy- 
Name; never profaning it, as you have hereto^- 
fore done, by blafphemons oaths and curfes i» 
your common difcouife; never (landing forthj, 
by corrupt perjury, from motives of fatfe friend"^ 
fliip, to fkreen the wicked; nor, by malicious* 
perjury, from motives of refentmeht, to injure 
or deftroy the innocent. Refplve heiKeforth to. 
be rdpe^fur to your, parents^ loyal; to youi>- 

B 6 Sovereign,, 
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Sovereign, and obedient to the laws ; to keep 
your hands from a£U of violence and plunder ; 
your tongues from malicious Dander and reviling; 
and your hearts from all uncleannefs and finful 
lufts : in a word, let it be feen, that you are 
jrenewed in the fpirit of your minds; and that 
yott are defirous to atone for your paft mif-* 
condud, by dedicating the remainder of your 
days to ihc praSice of virtue, to diligence, and 
febriety: that, when you are fummoned, as 
every one of us fliall be, before the judgment- 
feat of Chrift, that gracious declaration, long 
fioce delivered to the world, as the moft powerful 
incitement to repentance, may be conBrmed by 
the fentence which you then fliall receive : that 
^ when the wicked man turneth away from his 
wickedneis, and doeth that which is lawful and 
right, he fhall furely live; he fhall not die 
ttemalfy: all his tran^reflSons that he hath com- 
mitted, they fliall not be^ mentioned unto him; 
in his righteoufibefs that he hath dene he fliall 
live." In that awful day, if you fliould then be 
lit objeds of Divine Mercy, you will find, tp 
your unfpeakable joy, that the alKrighteous Go- 
vernor of the world hath ^* no pleafure in the 
death of him that dieth in his fins :" His ex- 
poftulation is, '^ Make you a new heart, and a 
new fpirit; fojk why will ys die?'* and He 
hath declared, in terms the moft encouraging 
that can well be conceived, '^ That there is joy 
in heaven, in the prefence of the Angels of Gqd,. 
over every finner that repenteth/' 

May 
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May a lively faith and fincere repentance arn^ 
you with confidence in the hour of death; and 
may you experience^ through the infinite merits 
of your Redeemer) the full accomplifliment of 
dial moft gracious promife, that ^^ they who fow 
in tears" of penitential forrow, ^^ihail reap in 
joy** the harveft of a bleflcd eternity ! 

Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft, three Perfons, and one Gen, 
be all honour and glory, thankfgiving and 
praife, world without end. Amen. 



SERMON 11. 

USE OP SOLITUDE IN PRISONS* 



Psalm oik 19, 20. 

JEot be bath looked dtrwn from the height of bis 
JanSuary : from heaven did the Lord behold the 
earthy to hear the groaning ofthefri/bner. 

WHEN we confider the infinite diftance be- 
tween the Creator of the univerfe and man, the 
work of his hands; when we reflet upon him^ 
who is perfeS; in goodnefs, and then turn our 
eyes upon ourfelves, who are the children of fin 
as well as of mifery, fhall we not hide our faces 
intheduftj and de fire the ^^ mountains to fall 

.on 
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on us, and the hills to cover us?" Lukexxiiu 30* 
The human condition, comes nndoubtedly far 
fhort of perfeftion, and the words, men and 
Jimers^ are joined together, which (hould for 
ever have been kept afunder. This i-s fuflfici* 
* cntly evident to the moft inattentive /obferveir of 
life; nay, this is a truth which the breaft of 
every man will tell him, " when he fittetK in 
his houfe, when he walketh^ by the way^ and 
when he lieth down, and when he rifetb upc" 

But with how much greater fdrce do^ this 
obfervation apply itfelf to you, my brethren, 
who have fo manifeftly offended againft fociety, 
as not fo be thought worthy to continue in it? 
I need not particularly mention the feveralcrimes 
that have brought you hither. I truft in God, 
that you are now fenlible of your offences; and 
that is the firft ftep to amendment of life. 

It fhall be my bufinefs, at this time, to con- 
(ider the advantages that may arife to you from 
your p^efent feclufion from the world. 

And here, I will refer you to the days j^oa 
Rave fp^nt in the purfuits of vanity, and irt the 
haunts of diffipation. I would, for one* mo- 
ment, d^fire you to review the fcene», in which 
you. have been engaged, the companions of your 
crimen, and the friends of your pieaRires. | 
^ould have you reflect upon the tumults of yoiiir 
minds, and the reproacheii^ of your confcience. 
1 would requeft you to trace back the fears, of 
. every moment ; with how m«ich apprehenfion 
you endeavouired to enjoy the plunder you had 

fo 
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fo much difficuhy in obt^inin^; the fufpici6ns 
and jealoufies with whrch yoi* beheld the p^tt*! 
ners oFyour guilt, the trembling «nd faimi^ 
of your hearts, and the conft^nt dread you were 
in of being arrefted by the hand* or jilftice; 
And are thefe the plcafures of firrj for which 
you fbrfehed your liberty * Was it for thefe yon 
cpnfented to forego all the real fatiisfaftioni^oF 
honcfty,'o/ truth, of rdigion? *For thefe-rtid 
you renounce the tender fenfations of doiheftil 
happinefs, the wife that would have foothed 
your forrows, the children that would hav« 
comforted your did age ; for thefe did you Ut*g^ 
your integirity^ defpife the* love bf God'anilaH 
his favors, and bury yoUrfelves in the 'deep. foli« 
tudeof aprifori? - .: , , . ,; ^ 

This, then, is the feafon and place for rei 
flefition; /foV, to all that now hear mei may* be 
the accepted time i ^' this may be the day oS 
falvation." % Cor. vi. 2.' Certain it is, that lio 
dungeon is fo 'deep, ho folitude fo rertiote; hxd 
that a ray of divine naercy may penetrate to its 
centre. God is good to all— to thofe^mqre 
efpecially who call upon him for mercy ^ut of 
the depths of the dupgeon. " O Ict.the forrow^ 
ful fighing of the prironiers cortie before thee I*? 
PJ. Ixxix. 1 1 . Their prayer is heard— the- Lord 
accepts thqir petition: for "he hath looked 
down from the height of his fanftuary, out of 
the heaven did the Lord behold tht earth, td 
hear the groaning of the prifgner.'* 

' 6 y>^ 
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Join with mc in reciting a pfalm of the fweet 
fing^ of Ifrael, Hfho could not only feel, but 
exprefs his wants in language the moft plaintive 
and pathetic. Out of the depths have I cried 
unto thee, O Lord : Lord hear my voice ; let 
thine ears be attentive to the voice of my fup- 
plications. If thou, Lord, fliouldeil mark ini* 
quities, O Lord, who (hall ftand? But there is 
forgivcnef* with thee, that thou may eft be feared, 
i will wait for the Lord, my foul doth wait for 
him, and in his word do I hope. My foul 
waiteth for the Lord, more than they that watch 
for the morning, I faymore than they that watch 
for the morning. Let us hope in the Lord, for 
with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is 
plenteous redemption. And he (hall redeem us 
from afl eur iniquities." P/. cxxx.. 

Happy is the man that with piety of bearl^ 
and.fincerity of fpirit, joins in fuch petitions. 
He will feel an exultation of foul, which before 
he never Jcnew, a compofure of mind he -never 
could have expeQed. He fixtds, that even in 
a prifoU) dark and difmal as it is, mercy may 
be found, that mercy which, under other cir^* 
cumftances, he would not perhaps fo much as feek 
after. This happy change of thought, founded oa 
the true fpirit of devotion, infpires his fout with 
confidence^ and with new hopes and new affec- 
tions he looks -up to him that heareth the 
** groaning of the prifoners.'* 

It has been recommended, both by the prac- 
tice} and precept of holy men, in all ages, Ibme- 

times. 
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times to retire from fcenes of phblic concourfe, 
for the purpofe of communing with our own 
hearts^ and meditatir^ on heaven. By too much 
commerce with the world even good men fee:! 
their fteadinefs affefted. And indeed nothing' 
can be more dangerous, more adverfe to ferious 
thought, than a fueceffion of light amufements, 
a repetition of trifling pleafures. Thefe gra* 
dually occupy the mind; they fcize all the 
avenues of relle6Uon, and, like a band of armed 
jrebels, . exclude that matter, who would rule 
them with moderation, and promote their prof«> 
perity. The moft holy perfon. the world ever 
lisrw, recommends this jpradice by his example^ 
^^ He fent th^ multitude away, and went up into 
a mountain apart to pray.*' Matt. xlv. 23. 

What can fooner bring us acquainted with 
Dur own hearts than the exclufion of the world p 
We retire into a folitary place — we fit down to 
meditate«^^^ I beheld and lo! there was no man, 
and all the birds of the. heavens were fled.^ 
Jfrr. iv. 25. Here (eated in folitude, under the 
canopy of heaven, in our clofet, or in our pri/bn^ 
we turn our eyes inward on our own hearts. We 
endeavour to fix our fcattered thoughts, to for* 
get the gay and empty fcenes that occupied our 
attention. We begin to weigh, in their proper 
balance, the aftionsof our lives; we difcover, 
that we have flattere'd ourfelves by a blameafole 
felf-indulgence, that our very virtues, a« we 
efteemed them, have been only vices in difguife^ 
" and that the imaginations of our hearts have 
been only evil continu^ly.'* Gen. vi. 5. 

i apgcal 
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I appeal to you, who experience this difmal 
fblitude, whether refleQions of this nature <io 
not arife in your minds. The retirement whidi 
others feek by xihoice, you are forced into from 
neceffity. The good eflFefts, however, m^y be 
as confpicuous in you, as in other members of 
fociety; Purified by thefe means from all thofifc 
evil habits, and wicked afllons, which rendered 
you dangerous to your fellow citizens, you may 
return into the world, and fuftain your part in 
it with credit and reputation. On this fide the 
.grave, repentance muft be found, if you ever 
hope for the bleffing of eternal happihefs. To 
feek that repentance (hould be now your careu 
An opportunity now offers i^felf of inakingyout 
peace with God— -if you fufFer it to pafs by you 
unimproved, you may fink into the grave with 
all the horrors of guilty and awake to all the 
agonies of defpair. 

As^ you are now removed from the compa* 
'nions of your guilty hours, as you cannot but 
be convinced that the Ways you purfued led to 
/be cbamhers of deaths let me intreat you, by 
the mercies of God, and the plenteous rcdemp* 
tion of your Saviour Chrift, to turn from all 
your wickednefs, and your fins (hall not be youf 
deftruftion. ** Caft away from you all yourun* 
godlinefs that ye have done, make you new 
hearts ;jnd anewfpirit: wherefore will ye die, 
O ye houfe of Ifrael, feeing I have no pleafure 
in th^ death of him that dieth, faith the Lord? 
f-MXii yc then and ye Ihall live." £z. xviii. 30, 

3h 



3iv"32. Outward objefts, Vkihidb haVe fo long 
arteued all your thoughts^ and like deceitful 
lights upon a dangerous coaft, have brought 
you to this place of melancholy and forrow, are 
now removed IW)m your eyes* • The notfe and 
tumults of dae world are at a diftance. Scenes 
of riot and diffipaiiou vanilh from your fight 
Temptations to lin, felicitations to repeatthofe 
a6ls of iniquity which have brought the arm*of 
juftice upon you, no longer difturb younrepofe. 
You may now enter into the fecret Tecefles of 
your breaft, examine every m6tive^ and Icrmi^^ 
nize every tranfa£Uen wiihoat ' diifidulty, and 
¥?ithout interrupdon. > Siiriok not from^iJie pro* 
fpe^t) thoogh i^ fhou^d abound with hbrrofs^ 
^ Heavincfs may endure for a night,, but joy 
tometh in the morning/' P/abn xxx. 5* 

The dudes of your piefent fituation may be 
reduced 10 three ; contrition on account of your 
paft offences ; good refolutions of amendment 
of life ; and prayer. 

Irhe firft of thefc denotes a through fen& 
and fbrrow for having offended God; At this 
poidt repentance begins; for never can a change 
of condii6i, an alteration of heart take place^ 
till we are fenfible of having offended a good 
and gracious Beings who purpofes our happi^ 
nefs, and is not ^^ willing that any fhould perifli| 
but that all ihould repent and be faved.*' At 
ihe fame time too that we look back upon our 
criniQs^dnd acknowledge our guih in the com* 
miflion of them) we ihould cefled upon th« 

punifh-* 
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punifhment which the unerrii^ arm of juflic^ 
will certainly bring upon us, unlefs we avert the 
blow by a fincere repentance. To fecure this 
repentance, as far as human means are able to 
cffeQ, it, ihould be the ufe of ) tnir prefent foli- 
tary life. You flbould call refie&ion to yeur 
aid, who, in this hour of your diftrefs, will not 
faideherfelf from' your view. This refleftion 
muft be feconded by a diligent perufai of the 
word of God, or, to thofe who are unable thus 
to aflill themfelves, a particular attention to 
fuch good inftrufiions as may be given them by 
others. If this method were purfued, the in- 
habitants of prifons, inftead of aflbciating toge- 
dier in leagues of vice, might improve each 
Other in virtue; and thefe walls, and heavy 
, letters, which confine the body might, in many 
a happy milance, difengage and fet free the foul. 
Convinced ef the malignity of fin, we be'> 
come feufible . that we have forfeited all right 
and title to happinefs. The .gobdnefs of God, 
however, leaves us not to a ftate of defpaif, if 
we apply ourfelves, as we are direfted, to the 
throne of grace. We are informed by a bleffed 
revelation, how to regain the ftate of falvation 
which our fins had loft. The Son of God 
aftumes our nature, and by his blood, procures 
our pardon ; a pardon, not unconditional, but 
according to our penitence and forrow. Pre- 
fume not, that becaufeour Saviour died for fin- 
ners, you may " continuenn fin that grace may 
abound." God forbid that you fhould reft your 

falva- 



A COMPANION FOR TH£ PRISONER. 21 

faivation on this delufive idea. To be accepted 
through his merits^ we muft '^ bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance." An a3ive life, a life 
direfted by the principles of virtue and chrifti- 
anity, muft be our recommendation to the 
Father of mercies. Then will Chrift 'become 
our advocate, and open the gates of heaven for 
our reception^ 

Having been made fenfible of your fins by 
the power of divine grace, the next ftep I 
would recommend, in your prefent fituation, is 
to form good refolutions of amendment of life. 
If you refleA, as you cannot but. now do, on 
the check which Providence hath been pleafed 
to give, to your wicked lives, and the unex- 
jjefted turn which occafions your confinement 
here, thofe minds, in. which any ingenuous feel- 
ings remain, will adopt an hearty wilh, th^t 
they had never left the paths of honour an(l 
virtue., But as your paft^ moments cannot h^ 
recalled, you muft now atone for them in the 
be(^ manner you are able, and refolve never to 
repeat thofe anions which have occafioned you 
fo much forrow and remorfe. Abftra£ted from 
the worlds you have now leifure for this em- 
ployment. But let it not be done by ths^t flight 
exertion of thought, whofe impreffion is like ^ 
morning dream. If you would really wilh your 
retirement to have alafting influence upon your 
lives, you muft think ^^^/»/y; you muft. revolije 
the feverartemptations which have enfnared you^ 
and thofe admonitions of your friends, and 

1 checks 
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fcHecIcs of your, confcience which, ' if attended 
to, would Have prevented thc'execotioTTof your 
defigns'. Having once been fhip-wrecked upon 
this coaft, ufeybiir experience to avoid it for 
the future. Muth haVe you.fufFered, and dearly 
have you purcbafed this frial of your ftrength. 
There is, however, a fupport that will not-'fail 
you in all your^ difficuhies, if you apply t6 
heaven for it. The advantage *of thi^ 'fupport 
the apoftle thoiroughly experienc^ed, when he 
faid, " I can do all things through Chrift that 
•ftrcngthenejth me.'' Pife/Z iv.' 13. 

* I (hall ton-elude this difcourfe by recommend- 
ing to you the megns of procuring this fupport 
*an(^ that is fervent and diligent prayer, ' See 
-we not in common life, with how much ear neft* 
fiefs the hungry beg forfood, and the naked for 
cloathing? Da*we not behold the diftreffed, of 
every denomination, Fupplicating the relief of 
their wants, with an importunity rt6t to be re- 
fitted ? And fhall we be l-efs earned, left im- 
portunate, in addreffin^ the Father of mercies, 
•* from whom every good and perfeft gift de- 
fcends/' James i. 7. to relieve us from the ly-' 
ranny.of fin, the chains and, captivity of the 
devil ? "'.Allc and ye ihall have," fays our Sa- 
viour himfelf, *' feek and ye fhall find; knock 
anditfhall'be opened unto you." Matt. vii. 7, 
Can we imagine a fight more pleafing to a God 
of i!>finite goodnefs than to behold an affembly of 
tcformed prifoners praifing him from the depths 

' of'the dungeon i* To feek thofe, who were the 
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terrors of their neighbourhoods, joined together 
in bands oi holy frieridftiip — to behold ti ucl 
fathers weeping- over their affeftionate children^ 
or profligate children healing the. wounds, and 
footbing the forrows of their unhappy parents ? 
Inliinting at thefe caufes of doQieuic afflic* 
tion, I hope none of you are fo loft to all the 
feelings of nature, as to remain infeniibie to 
their impreffion. I might, indeed, probe deeper 
the wounds in your hearts — but rather, much 
rather would I heal and alleviate your forrows. 
But the afFeclion I would now inspire, is not 
that which fprings from fenfibility alone— it is 
aQuai reformation of life ; and the means I 
would propofe for ihe relief of your bofoms, as 
well as a fupply of your wants, is, prayer to 
God* " Whatfoever ye fhall a(k in prayer, be- 
lieving, ye ihall receive/' Matt. xxi. 2ft. Happ}^ 
would be your ftate if you would experience the 
comforts of true devotion ; if you could open 
your whole heart to God, lay all your wiihes and 
your wants before him, and humbly cxpe£l fuc& 
a return as he^fliail think fit to grant you, £n^ 
clofed within thofe walls], you have, o^r at leaft 
ought %(\ have, no interruption in performing 
the exercifes of rdigion* Thefe Ihouldi be the 
^employments of every, leifure momeiit. ' Yoa 
fliottld proftrate yonrfelves before the throne of 
mercy, ** bewail with ftrong crying' and tCBrs/' 
Heb. V. 7» aU your former tranf^reiBons, and 
feek pardon from him, who refufeth DOtto Isear 
the groaning of the prifoner. 

In 
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In addre(fing your prayers to God, you (hould 
not only be fervent and zealous, but exprefs and 
particular. The fituation you ftand. in requires 
this attention. General fuppiications may be 
very proper for public devotions, but when the 
world is fhut out, when yodr own fouls are the 
immediate objefcls of your cares, nothing lefs 
than the minuted fcrutiny, the moft fincereand 
exprefs acknowledgement of your guilt, will he 
fufficient to render you accepted in the day of 
the Lord. 

Retire, then, to the folitudc which this place 
affords— but think not that becaufe you are re- 
moved from the open fcenes of life, you may 
fpend the live-long day in fleeping or in idle- 
nefs, much lefs in vicious or profane difcourfe. 
Trjuft ipe, my unhappy friends, buiinefs preffes 
upon you with greater earnefinefs. The time 
IS precious to yon. If you employ it in lament- 
ing the profligacy of yojur former lives, in 
ferioufly refolvingxo live better for the future, 
and in diligently hefeeching God, through the 
merits of your Saviour, to hear the forrcwful 
fighing oh fuch as* are in captivity, your prifon 
doors will be. throwh open, the chains will fall 
ofFfrom^your handstand you will finally be re- 
iceived .'into the 'company of glorified fpirits, 
-who wilL wipe away all tears for ever from 
your eyes," Rtv. vii. i y. and conduft you to 
•thofe regions, where Jorttrm andjighing wiil be 
ii^urd no morie. 

SER^ 
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SERMON III. 

THE NATURE OF SIN, AND THE FUNISHMEMT 
THAT CERTAINLY f OLLOWS XT^ . 
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KuMB. XXXII. 23. 

Behold^ ye have finned againJI the Lord: and it 
fure your fin will find you mut. _ 

THESE words may be rendered two ways; 
cither as I now r«id them : " Behold, ye have 
fmned againft the Lord, and be fure your fin ' 
will find you out;", or thus, "Behold, ye have 
finned, and ye fhall be fenfible of it, when . 
evil overtakes you ;" or, *' Ye Ihall know ytrar 
fin in the punifhment thereof/' From which 
words we may take a juft occafion of coniider' 
ing, the nature of fin^ 'an4 the pwi^filfmeni Aat 
certainly follows it* ^ 

" Behold, yehaVe finned, &c/*— I thmk k 
may very truly be faid^ that moft p^aple, when 
they commit any fitt, do. hope that they lIMtk 
never hear of n agam« At ieaft» there are |bw 
people engaged in finful canriiss, whoaveper-^ 
fuaded that " no fin ihall efcape wicbo«€fi$«<kitf 
rpward,'** • 

Now; t^s is a tratl^ which muft of neceffiiy 
be expkdned and made out, before t^vct^e €Mi 
h6pe to perfuade feople to keep out rf thc' vayi 
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of temptations, or to refill temptations when 
they meet with them againft their will. For if 
a man be once perfuaded that he cannot poflibly 
^fcapc the judgments of God, but that either 
in this world, or (which is much worfej in the 
next, they will certainly overtake him, if he 
fin prefumptuoufly ; that if in his own perfon, 
which is not often, he ihould efcape the aveng- 
ing hand of God, yet, that his children, and 
.his children'schildren, unto the third and. fourth 
generation, may feel the fmart of his folly and 
wickednefs: if this could be fa preffed upon 
men's minds as to be received and believed, it 
muft certainly, in fome meafure, put a ftop to 
a great many crying fins which are but too com- 
mon amongft us. 

Let us therefore confider fome of thofe moft 
ictmarkable infiances of God*s difpleafure againft 
iin, and the piinifhments that have always at- 
tended it. 

• ToL begin with that .of our firft parents: — 
And that this in fome meafure affe6led the 
ivhole cr^alidn) and particularly their offspring, 
l¥e hav6 all reafon to be fenfible of by the 
mailiy evils jwe are fubjeft to. Their firft-born 
ibn felt ir-wuh.a.witnefs;. and be was.rm<)ne in* 
eatcufabkf.! in that he had warning given him by 
Q0^\iim^lfofwhsit^on\d follow, if he fhould 
go on to envy his brother as he did. '* If tho« 
dofl well P" that Is, if thou repented of this 
fwlt% '^^ vihalt thou . not be accepted, and for4 
g^V«D^ I But if thou doil 00^ fin lieth at tha 
lo . * door/* 
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d(K)r," ready to hurry thee tb deflru6lion. S& 
that going in, or coming out, thy guilt and 
punilhment will always follow thee. And Cain 
felt this truth to his forrow : " My punifhrnent 
is greater than I can bear." Why ; what was 
this puhifhment he/o forrowfuUy complains of? 
" Behold thou haft driven me out this day, and 
from thy face (hall I be hid; and 1 fhall be a 
fugitive and a vagabond in the earth, and it 
fliall come to pafs, that every one that findeth 
me fliall flay me."~ 

The next rema^rkable punifliment of fin re- 
corded in Scripture was that of tlic Flpodi 
wherein the whole world (eight perfons only 
excepted) were overtaken by their fins, and the 
vengeance uf an offended God,— The cities oF 
Sodom and Go7norrab were the next dreadful in-r 
ftances of God's difpleafure againft impenitent 
finners; and the fire and brimftone, by which 
they were deftroyed, are a ftanding, though 
faint, reprefentation df that punifliment which 
is appointed for impcnkcfit finners in the world 
to come. — Very remarkable, in the next place, 
were the plagues of Egypt, both for their mim** 
ber and circumftances; an example, for all fol-» 
lowing generations, of the extreme folly, of 
men's hardening their hearts under -the judg<* 
ments of God, inftead of being amended by 
them. 

And then, left men fliould fancy themfelves 
out of danger, becaufe of the relation they be^r 
to God; becaufe, for inftance, they are in cove- 
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natit with him,^ or becaufe they have received 
T«ry great favours at his hands; or; laftly, be-' 
caufe they are not fo great iinners as others that 
yet efcape;-^to convince the world of this 
ciijftake, thefe very people of Ifrael, for whofe 
&ke God had wrought fo many wonders in 
£gypt, thefe very people became the moft re- 
markably example of God^s juftice and feverity 
^gainft ftich as go on to difobey hiip, notwith- 
Handing the warningfi he hath given thenu 
Their fin found them out wherever they went, 
whether in the wilderne/s^ or in the land of 
CiMian; and their wickednefs followed them at 
their heels, until they were driven out of that 
go^d land, and fent as ftrangers among all na- 
tions, to teach them " what an evil thing and 
bitter it is to forfake the Lord/' 

But before this came to pafs, and while they 
tfeye yet under the more immediate government 
of God, and under ihe direflion of his prophets, 
Hire hav* feveral rerharkable inftances left us upon 
tecord of God's fevere judgments upon private 
isnen, and families, as well as upon whole na- 
tions, for the contempt of his laws. I fliall 
only mention the calamities which befel the 
houie of David, for his two crying fins, adui» . 
4tfy kiiA muirder ; and the houfe of Solomon, 
for his fins, intemperance and tdohiry. I men- 
tion tbej€^ becaule they were both great princes^ 
awd accountable to none but God for their irre- 
gularities ; both highly favoured of God before 
^ey fells and both as feverely puniihed after- 
wards. 
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wards. The crimes of Pavid were with grexf 
art and contrivance concealed from the know*^ 
ledge of the world ; bat all this would not do^ 
bis fm found him (mt^ and brought upon him 
fuch a feries of difafters as were, enough to 
have driven any other man to defpair^ and fuch 
as would have done fo by him, ify upon hi\ 
Jincerc repentance^ he had not been fupported by 
the Spirit of God.— His fins: one murdered 
another; rofe in rebellion againft himfelf, drove 
Mini from his own palace> debauched bis wiyes#. 
W\%jubj€cis\ many of them abandon^ him; 
the very vileft of his people affronted him to 
his face; and that very fon whom he mo9 
doated on, he had the mortification to >f(^ (lain* 
in the midft of his iniquities and r^b^llipnt His 
fon Solomon (when once he forlpok ihe com- 
mandment of God) fared no better ; be W/<- 
plied ftrange wives ', thefe foon introduced i/v/i?* 
try-, and this abominable iin was the occafi^ of 
infinite misfortunes, which befel his family and 
kingdom for many generations. 

Now; all ihefe things were written for our 
example, and admonition ; that w^ may fee 
^hat we are to expefcl; what have beep, and 
'what. are like to be^ the fruits of fin: that if 
neither private men^ nor princes ; if ncxxh^r Jingle 
cities^ nor whole nations^ have efcaped; if the 
third aud fourth generations have felt the fmart 
of th^it anceftors' folly and wickednefs, it wijl 
be the madded prefumption in the world, for 
any man to think tha( kif/in pqly J/:aill not find 
him out. 

Cg Tlje 



30 A COMPANION FOR THE PRISOKtR. 

The tiuth is, ve are generally fo far from 
being ignorant of tb:s^ that there is nothing 
more ufual than for people, and thofe of the 
meancft capacities^ to m;ike this obfewaiion^ — 
That God, even in this world, does one time 
or other overtake finners. The only miftake 
and misfortune we labour under is this: — that 
while we do eafi!y fee the fins of other people 
in their punifliment, we are not willing to be^ 
lieve that this will be our own cafe. Now, this 
is a very fata! delufion, to acknov.lcdge the 
jnftice of God^ and h's providence^ in other men's 
punifhments, and at the fame time not to be 
awakened ourfelves, and warned not to offend 
the righteous judge of all the earth. — This, 
•therefore, will oblige us to confider, what it is 
that fo bewitches men to do thofe things which 
they have reafon to believe they muft dearly pay 
for one time or other. 

Now; every man, who knoivingly breaks the 
laws of God, muft of neceflity lie under fome 
of thefe following errors or delujicns : — Firft; 
that a man may avoid the punifhment due to 
his fins, cither by committing them in Jecret^—^ 
or by his fovcer^ or zvifdom^ if they fhould 
happen to be known. Or, fccondly, he may 
hope io repent, before the judgments' of God 
fliall overtake him. Or, thirdly, a man may 
fancy that it is not poffible for him to avoid 
either the (in or the punifhment that attends it* 
Or, fourthly, becaufe fome h»ve efcaped the 
judgments of God id this world, though thehr 
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fins have been fufRciently provoking, there are 
many who hope that they may do fo alfo. 
Laftly; there are but loo many, who never 
think of a judgment to come, and if they can 
but efcape in this life, they are not at all con-. 
cerned for any after-reckoning. — Thefe are, I 
think, the moft common delufions by which 
men are led knowingly Ko iin againtt Cod, though 
they are plainly t<rld^ and generally find by fad 
Experience, ** that their fin will find them out." 
It will be necelTary to beftow a few reflections 
upon ^ach of thcfc moft fatal delufions. 

And firft; it \% no new thing for people to 
hope to bide their fins, and by that means 
to efcape the punilhment that is due to 
them. " Haft thou fcen,'' (faith God to 
Ezekiel, ch. viii. is.) <* what thefe people 
do in the dark ? For they fay, the Lord feeth 
•us not.*' And Job [xxiv. 15. J tells us, that the 
-adulterer «Vwaiteth for the twilight, fayirtg. No 
«ye (hall fee me." But, alas 1 ill this caution 
will not do. " The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the good.** 
And both good and bad men have always found 
this true. " Thou didd do this thing fecretly,'* 
(faith the Lord to David,^ 2 Sam. xii. la.) 
*« but I will punifh thee before all Ifrael, and 
before the fun :" that is, that they may fee thy 
crime! in the judgtnents executed upon thee. 
It will be fufficient tb difcover the folly of this 
^deUifion, by only repesiting the words of the fon 
ofSyrach, [Ecclus. xxiii.' i8.j " A man that 
breakeih wedlock," or doeth any other wicked- 
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T^i$^ ♦* {aying thus in his hearf, who feeth the ? 
Whal need I to fear ? Such a man only feareth 
the eyes of ipen. and knoweth not that the eyes 
A>f the Lord are ten thoufand times brighter than 
(he fun. This .man (hall be punifhed in the^ 
flreeis ©f the city; and where he fufpeQeth 
.Dot, he {hall be taken; (ver. 27.} that men 
4Tvay know that there is nothing better than the 
fcar of the Lord."— After all, there is fome 
modefiy^ though not much wi/dom^m endeavour- 
ing to hide one's fuis^ But then there are 
people wbo are not concerned to be at this 
trouble j ^ho are neiiher qfifomeioi their faults, 
nor afraid of the puniihodeM they defervcw 
But what do they get by ihis? Why; they 
.cfcape the cenfures of roan, which arecteBgora 
to reclaim them, and tbey fait into the bands qf 
ibe living God*, than which, the Scriptures fay, 
•nothing can be more dna^uL . And indeed wc 
have inftances^enoughy and foiQe of th^in of the 
greatefi min on earthy who were made fenfibie of 
thr» ifutb,-^/i&^/ God is aUe to controul tbq/e who 
'dtjpije all other ^^iw^r,— -David, and Nebuchad- 
nezzar, are two of ihofe princes who felt this 
to their forrow; and Joab> and his brother, 
'were two of thofe fubjeQs who wer? ^o great 
for the }aw$, and too bard for their prince's 
power to deal with them. But God mex with 
them in a way worthy of their crimes. And to 
inftance but in one more: — Pray, who called 
Judas to an account for betraying the inmteM 
bkodf The government approved of what he 

had 



)9445ine9 ^nd f)^ bfoi for itj ^.h^ might 
haivc liv^d longn: la hsive ^I\}p)|e4 hi3 rewardy if 
A/i jfSii 4^^ jy0/ /oum him auf^ and driven him tq 
dedrufUop. 

All cpRfideriog people will l^arn from whfit 
))a$ been faid* what ii Tooliil^ and' dangeroiM 
thing it i$ to hope to efcape, hy r^ftf^^H^g theif 
crimes; by fianding in then}; or by fficoumgiag' 
other people in their wiQl^edn^fs; a$if nQ hcirni 
would foHow. I fhall coniciud^ this particul^ 
with t the wcords of the wife iiiaii (W^H*^*^ vi> ^ $*] 
*< Mercy m^y pardon th« m?aa^ftt'* w.^he 
hjimblej «* hi|t piig^ m^n/V f"cb ^s fe^^.ijflr 
thing, " IhaU be mightily torpeKH^/* Fq!C hr 

^rfon; and v^ry often i^aofedi^ (?^ tfip faoi^ 
wife man exprefleih it, Wifd. PVii, %} . *t Xha^ 
ihey who promifed to- drive away Iterror^ ^i^fl 
troubles from o^hfrs, becaiHt ^cji; the^e}fQ«.1|C 
. rear* ^ 

. But, fccondly ; tfffre ore many widfi i99W(t(^ 

,^fU^ '^Uf hope tQ Tfpftttj 094 kMp'^^f t^f^ 

the judgments ff Qpd qveri^ ihm. rThpCp whp 
thus delude thJErmfelves, aod fpiP<>k thui qi f%» 
p^ntance, know very Jiu^e whM ^rr^t^msA if 9 
Bfid hardly imagtne what a hi^^ ^up they ai^ 
preparing for themjfclve^ if ever they flipuid, 
.repent, ivbUb is very iiWf^to/>fi-*^Fear of pufrflh- 
92ent hanging over our faeada^ m^y help ^$ lk> 
(;ou{)terfeic repentance^ hMt 4q^ not always pi^* 
duce true repent ami* Pharaoh himfelf, [JBigil- 

,wc. ijy.J when H feared hi* 4«ftrufti9ii tp b©*at 
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hand, cri^s out, " t h^ve ftmiied ; ihc iJ&riii 
righteous, and I and tny people are wicked."^ 
- Bui, after all, here was no true repentance. 

It will be fufiicient to (hew the extreme (oWy 
bF depending Upon fuch repentance, while we 
continue in fin, by afking a few (hort queftions. 
XJan you, do you fuppofe, repent when you 
-^cafe ? Do not you take the ready way to pro- 
voke God to harden your heart, fo that it will 
be impoffible for you ever to repent ? Will your 
jrepentiince, ane you fure, hinder tb6 judgments 
of God from faHtng upon you ? May i>ot God, 
f^PP^^ y^^ y&tf// repent^ forgive you in the 
next worfdv' ind yet make you dearly pay for 
ymli^pftftithptldH in this?-i-ln fllortj whoevet 
litis wiifully, in hop^s that by repentance here- 
after all .(hall bt well with him, doth in e0e€t 
relblve as folioWs t that fonte titne or other ^ 
•Itill be h*iartily (bffy for what he is going to do; 
that he will wifli h^ had never done it; that he 
will be aikained and ^eep bitiei*ly; that he will 
loath and ablk>r hiihfelf ; that he will be afflided, 
and mourn, and weep, for the evil that be is 
going t6 comiifk, '&c. But this is but one 
part of repenfince ; he muft, moreover, (as the 
dpoftle bids fhefaithfnl penitent, Heb. iv. 16.) 
-♦*^ Go boldly to the*thrcme of grace, that he 
-may obtain mercy.** Now, if any man ciii 
'llQpe, that he cmi with confidence hreafter ffi fo 
-the Arr<me ef graee^ without a refolution of for- 
bkifighis fins at prefent, and quitting all occa- 
iioAs of them, he muft hope without reafon, and 
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«• 

^WtlRftit prortiife.— -That repentance is a thing 
Ifighly'ftcdbptable to God; that God of his great 
^ercy Avfir^ccept of otir repentance inftead of 
a perfeft obedience; that Qod is longrfufferingi 
gh^tb lime and Jpace for repentance; doth not 
h^ftily exeeute his judgments; is not willing 
'Cciiax awf Jbmld perifii thefe are aH undoubtedl 
truths^ But that he will be merciful where men 
we obftinate; that we flioiild offend him z% 
prefent in hopes of appeafing him hereafter: Ged 
forbid- that fuch thoughts Ihould come into a 
chriftian*s heart ; God forbid that any chriftian 
fto^d fufler^ fuch thoughts to lodge there. 
- ' BdM^ thirdly ; diere is another delufion, which 
is not lefs common, or lefs dangerous: Wben> 
people fancy that it is not pffihle far them to^ 
avoid either the Jin^ or the punifhment that attends^ 
ii. This ha» been an old and a wicked corn*, 
plaint againft God*. The fon of Syrach [chap; 
xv^ i2'.j« juftiy reproves air that fpeak after this 
manner: ^^' Say not thou, he hath caufed me to 
err, for he hath no need of the finful man;** 
And' yet wicked men are very aptf to fay this^ 
arid to excufe themfelves ;. This was mj lot^ anst 
J'couid not^avoidi it. Now, thus far they are in 
the right; viz. God has ordained that every fini 
jQiall' have its due reward;: that the wicked^ 
4iail be taken in. their own traps; that the 
drunkard and theglutton fhall come topoverty;; 
that drowlintfs fhall clothe a man: with rags>;. 
that riches got by vanity (hall be diminifhed ;:. 
^ Ui^tvbe vrUl.vi£it the hns of the fathers iipon^ 
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the children) unto the lUrd and fourth giDlliiV 
tion of them that bate him :" but co fity, thi| 
God has ordained men to finy vben be hatJh 
^xprcfsly declared) ** that he defireth not the 
death of a (inner;" ibat be wiuli have aU mtm 
U be J'aveds that it is purely hectare men ptiif 
not retain God in their kncmledgey that God gives 
them o'der to a reprobate mind^ to tvcrk all wuted^ 
fiefs with greedinefs ; after this, to excufeslheni« 
frlves, by pretending a neceffity of {inmng);will 
by no means leflen their fin or their puniflKnent^ 
The next delufion we took noticC: of was 
this i-^tbat becaujt fome have e/^aped the Judg'- 
^nents (f*God'in this worlds others are tkerfiky en* 
tmrdged not to fear them4^^B\ii if . people would 
but confider, they would fee, that fince fin muft 
be -punifhed either in this life^ or in the life to 
come, a finner has no reafon to rejoice, 'Or to 
harden himfelf in wickednefs, becaafe God does 
not call hi<Hl' to an account heris*^ St<, ^Paul 
ft Cdr. xi. 32.J reafons after another manners 
•* When we ar6 judged, we are . cbaftf ofd of 
the Lotd,^ that we fhould not be coiid/einned 
*wth the world," vi^; to eternal puniflMnents* 
So that whenever a man is fenfible that h^rha^ 
offended God, if he would be' thought -a child 
of Gnd, heiought to*expe3^ and be tWankful 
for, his fatherly chaftifemctit. 'Dirci£lly contrary 
td this is the way of wicked men; if tbey are 
chaftened^ they repine; if no evil tbefal ihenii 
they are "hardened. ^Unhappy men I whom 
tiekhtx :pro/peritj can invite y tMOic adaief^ty /0rce^ 
tQ fear God. 

The 



Tb^ hji delufion 'n that?/' tbofe who are re^ 
Jblved not to think of a judgment to dome / and 
fivboy if they (\an hut efcape in this worlds are not 
concerned for an after-reckoning. But will this 
fecure us? • Are we fure we fhall not be ac- 
coui]tabl^ becaufe we have not thought of fuch 

fin ^account? It is impoffible to dcfcribe the 
glly of fuch a way. of reafoning. Pray let us 
make the experiment in matters of lefs moinent j 
I^t us try,, fof inttance,' whether by" fudh^n in- 
difference as this is, we can kqep ourfelves from 
poverty or from death ?. Whether a fpendthrift 
isiarthcr off ruin, bec'aufe he does not think of 
itr • Let us alfo confider what St. Paul faith to 
^this piirppfg, Jiz l*im. ii. 13.] " If we believe 
not, ,yet..Gpd abidcth .fait/il^ul, he cannot dejw 
himfelf;'* t^at is,, what God has appointed wtll 
come, to pafs, though all the world fhould re- 
fblve nc^t iq believe it. This was exaftly the 
cafe of. the; ojd world. They were forewarned 
of the approaching flood, biit not one woUld 
Jay this to heartj and what was the confequfcnce, 
.tut that they alfperifhed in their iniquity! So 
that yoi| fee what will b^ the confequence of fin, 
thottgh 1^/^fhqulq altogether .hold our peace, 
tl^u^h J)f^i< Ihoyld/altogether refufe to hear lis. 
, *\ If v\Jf* ihavj Imbed againft the l^ord, your fih 
>^ill lurelyfind yoil out:'*' — that the world may 
^be convinced, jthat God governs it m truth and 
juftice, and tha.t b^ feos sdl things that are done 
under. >Iie^*fuh;-^hat good men may be re- 
claimed by his falhefly corrediop$; that wicked 
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men may be left without excufe;— ^and that all 
men may be awakened unto a due care of therr 
ways, that they may avoid what will dtherwiFc 
certainly jcome upon them. 

I will conclude the whole with thefe fliort ob- 
fervations: — Firft ; that (i nee God has, in all 
ages, and upon all forts of people, ^iv^n ^ 
many inftances of his fevere di-fpleafiire againfl 
iin, it is the greateft folly and prefumptiorf (9 
Jlftj depending upon the goodnefs of God,' or 1h 
hopes that our being called* by 'Ir/V name witl 
excufe us from punilhmeht. — Setondly ; that 
we pttght not to repine, if, when our fin hsfs 
found us out, we receive the juft reward of our 
iniquities; but, with an humble fubmiflion to 
God*s will, be well pteafed that our punifhmeht 
is. not rcferved to thie next worjd. Thirdly;, 
that fince all aflli£Uons are defigned in mercy ta^ 
better us,, the belt ufe we can'maRe of them is, 
to fearch our waysj fee whom* we have offended, 
and, by a (ihcere repentance^ endeavour to ap- 
peafe the anger oP" God ;, or, in our Siiviour^s 
words and advice, ** to fin no more, left* a worfe 
evil come.** Fourthly ; and a1>ove all things,, 
let us confidcr, that however well we maiy e/capey 
or tear affliaibns.jfeir, yet^ if we do not^fin- 
cerely repent us of our fins, our ^Mmfionf^ddj 
find us out, and overtake us, wh^n Cbd fhall 
Judge the world' in righ'tecufhef^ and* give to. 
every man according to his.way^, and'accbfdfhg 
to the fruit of his cooing; whether iHey have 
been gdod.or bad;, ' '• ' * ' » 



Now, may God, of his infinite njcrcy, txxm 
from us ail ihofe -evils that we moft righteoufly 
have defprved. May we ever acICnowledge ilic 
baftd^ and the jnfitce. of God, in whatever his 
providence brings upon us ; and, whatever be- 
fals us in this world, may we, by a timely re- 
pentanee, prevent and efcape the wrath to come, 
for Jefus Chrift*s fake. To whom, with the 
Father, &c. 



aef 



SERMON IV. 



SALVATION BY JISUS CHR.IST. 



t Tim. k 15V 



This is d faithful faying^ and worthy of alt ac- 
ceftation^ that Chrijt Jefurcame into the worlH 
to fave JiMcrs. 

THAT is; there is. no truth more certain, 
no truth more worthy of our knowledge, no 
truth which fo much concerns U3 tokiu^w^ or 
which we may more furcly depend on, than thi^r; 
** That Chrift Jefu&^caine into the worldto fove 
finners,**^ 

But however ¥K>rthy this truth is tqf*bere« 
ceivcd of 0U miu^ yet few, QaA* knows> receive 

it 
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it a« t^iey ought to do. For how many are 
^here, who^ becaufc Jefu^s Chrift c^me into ibq 
.world to fave finners, hope for falvation, uub-* 
but taking any care to live as becomes, the 
gofpel of Chrifl? How many who believe thU 
truth, and, yet receive uo conofort from it ; -hither 
fufpefling themfelve* not to be, of the jjunlbef 
of thofe whom Chrift came tofave; or that /Af/r 
fins aie too great to be pardoned? Af?d laft^ly, 
how very many are there, who, though they are 
indeed finners, never think of the danger, of 
being fuch; and are, therefore, as carelefs and 
unconcerned for what may come hereafter, as if 
there were nothing to be feared^ nothing to be 
hoped {ox? 

Now; all thefe being fad delufions, and a 
great difhonour to. chriftianity, it well becomes 
the fervants of him, who came into the world to 
favc finners, to ufe their utrn9ft endeavours to 
remove them; to .fiipport the fpirits of thofe, 
^who fear where thcrp is no ^4l»g$r ; to ^w«iken 
the confciences of thofe, .who, ^re.feaure and 
carelefs in the very midft of danger; and, 
laftly, to reprove the prefumption of thofe, who 
hope for falvation through JefU$ Chrift, without 
obferving his Uw& . Atid thefe are the things 
.which.I befeecb you will give attantJQn to with 
t^e . greateit, ferioufnefs. And, that I may (et 
thefe things before you after as plain a manner 
as poffiblc, we will confider, — Firft ; thp mean* 
ing af|d extent of th^s truth, '*^ That Chrifl 
Jefu« came iiit^ the world, to fftve ilpnersy. that 
8 we 
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M'C may be able to judge, who, may, and who 
may not, hope (or (alvation .through his merits. 
Secondly; we (hall confider the delufion, and 
the danger, of tbofe, who negleft or defpife 
the falvation purchafed for them by Jellis Chriil. 
I. We will coitfider the meaning, and then 
the extent, of this truth, ^' . That Chrift Jefus 
came into the world to fave ;Cnoers/' .Now ; 
a (inner is one, who, having broken ibe laws of 
God, has reafon to fear thati God wtH fevcrcly 
punifh him for fo doing. He fees very plainly, 
thai be cannot deliver himfelf; from the wrath 
of an angry God. He is fb far from being able 
to make any fatisfeftion for the (ins. be has been 
guilty of, that be finds in himfelf a prwene/s^ 

• an m€U9iMim% to^evil ; and an averfion, an uh* 
willingnefS) to clofe with what God has com- 
manded us for Qw good. This is the conidition 
of 9ijlmeri this is the condition of every man 
by nature; and a fad condition it will appear to 

. bcfto every one, who know^ and confiders, that 
the end of fin is not to be feen in this life; but 
that a day is coming, in which God will judge 
the world in righieoufnefs, and give to every 
man according to the works done in the body* 
What finner, what man living, could tbihk of 
this without defpair, if Jefus Chrift had not 

.undertaken to deliver us from the juft difpfeafute 

.^ofGod;. to make fatisfa&ioh for our fins; to 
reftore us'to God's, favour; and to put us titto 

^wayofbtioghappjT forever? ^ ^ 
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But what has Jefus Chrift done to fave fmners 
frpm this* fad condition ? Why ; he took upon 
him the nature of man; he dwelt amongft men; 
made known to tliem this comfortable truth, 
that God, for his Jake^ will accept of our re- 
pentance; receive us into favour notwkhft«nd- 
ing our paft offences; ailift ps with- helps fuffi- 
cient to do what he expefts from us; and will 
make us eternally happy when ve die, if we 
\^ill fuffer oilrfeJve^ to be governed by his holy 
law5 while we live. To convince us more 
tffeftually df the truth and importance of ihefe 
things, after lie had wrought tndiny Wonderful 
miracles, toihcw tbat^ he caibe froni 0od, he 
willingly laid down bis life for oi^ hkt^ fbr mt 
fins, for our offences; and' that God might fpare 
i#j, and not punifh us ar we liad deferved. And 
God, to convince inanki^d b<iw entirdy hewiis 
^reconciled to them, on account of his' Son's 
death, raifed him from the dead, received him 
into heaven, fet him 2^ hi^ own right-band, 
where he is continually interceding for all thofe 

:that come unto God by him, that pray to God 
for his fake. ' ' 

And, that we may have no doubt in our 
minds, but that all this is done in heaven for os, 
our Lord fent down the H«»ly Ghoft tofupply 
hjs place on earth; who, having appointed an 
order of men to publifh thefe glad tidings to 

«llie whole world, enabled them to work miri* 
cles; to Ipeak latYguagei^' i^bich b^f<^re they 

^Aubre ignorant of; to heal the iick with a word 

of 
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of their mouth; to "raife the dead; in one word, 
to do fiich' things, as none but fuch as were 
fcnt by God could do. And, laftly thefe having 
fulfilled their miniftry, before they laid down 
their lives for the truths they had preached, 
they (as Jcfus Chrift had commanded thenn) 
ordained otTiers to fupply their places ; to 
preach thefe truths; to offer thcfe terms of 
"mercy to all fucceeding generations, with jvhoili 
he promifcd his prefence and bleffing xmto the 
world's end. To thefe he has j^jven power to 
•receive all that are willing into his family, which 
is hischtirch; to reconcile fuch as fall, and re- 
turn from their evil ways; and to reprefent unto 
6od ihef fatisfa£H(>n wnich bis Son has made in 
>»r nature, for cur fins. 

* Thit is what Jefus Chrift has done for us. 
He has reconciled us to G6d; he has put tis 
4nt^ a vfSLy of faTvation ; he has given us all 
Be<5dfery affifta»ce, to filpport our weaknefs, to 
refJff-our enemies, to renew our nature, and to 
make u» fit for heaven and happinef:^. 

But have all men a right to this falvation 
purdiafed by Jefus Chrift? This we (hall fee 
•row we come to confider the extent of thefe 
lyords, " ThatChrift Jefus came^ into the worlji 
to fave finners/' And truly, the Scriptures are 
in nothirtg mote plain than in this truth, ^'^Th^t. 
Cad fo loved the worH, that hefent his'Son, 
that the Vorld; through him, might-be failed;'* 
•Thai Gi>d hkd no refpeft of perfons in thtJs 
forving the wortd^ bis will 'being iBis^ tkat M 
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wen foould be faved. [i Tim. ii. 4.J That even 
fuch as perifh, through their own \viirul difobe- 
dience, are of the number of thofc whom Jcfus 
CTiriftcame to^fave. They denied, faith St. 
Peter, the Lord that bought them; that bough j 
and would have favcd them,' but that they 
brought upon themfelves deftrudion. Nay; to 
take away all manner of fcruple, and to apply 
this comfortable truth, to the minds of afflided 
penitents, St. Paul fpeakt of this afttr a moft 
convincing, manner: fRom. v. J As the fin of 
Adam, faith he, affe^ed all bis pofterity; as, 
by one offence, judgment came upon all men 
to condeinQatidD ; fo the merits of Cbrift were 
defigned to redeem all the pofterity of Adam 1 
ibrafmuch as, by the righteoufnefs. of qoc» , ibat 
iSf Jefus Chnft, the free gift came upon all men 
unto jttftification of life. 

As fure then as I am one of 'thpfe» whi:^ by 
Adam's tranfgreflion am become corrupt^anda 

Jinner before God, fo fure am I redeemed by 
Jefus Chrift. This, every Chriftian man may 
lay to himfelf. 

This was the very dofiiine of Cbrifl himfelf; 
and this fae taught by bis Own example^ when 
fie prayed for the very perfons who cruciffiod 
hiin^, who had an intereft in the very, 4eath itbey 
nuttle him to fuffer ; otherwife be would not 
have prayed that God would forgive them. 

I And the church of Cbrift ftill oonunues to in- 
tercede with God for all mankindf. M4ing this 

• ttiuh^ » that ^e lave of Oodt and the. meriu^ of 

...^ /' Jclua 
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Jcfus Chrift, extends to the whole race of men. 
By this praftice, endeavouring to bring the 
hearts of believers to that god-like temper of 
charity and good-will for all that bear the image 
of God; and, by this praftice, >fupporting the 
fpirits of dejefted penitents, who will have no 
reafon to defpair, fince the greateft.finners are 
in a capacity of being faved. We are obliged 
to fay, in a capacity df fahation*, for the truth 
is, all are not faved that Chrift Came to fave. 
Salvation is indeed offered to all, to whom the 
gofpel is, or has been preached ; but all are not 
difpofed to rbceive it, cfpccially on the terms 
on which it is offered. Many arc not fenfible 
of the danger, they are in; others ivill not for* 
fake their fins for any confideration whatever ; 
and even too, too many defpifc the very offers 
of a Redeemer, of pardon and grace through 
him. 

In all thefe cafes, the Saviour of vthe world 
nffures lis, that it is their own fault, purely theiir 
owh fault, if they are not faved.' " Ye will 
not come unto me," faith he, ** that ye might 
have life." TJbhn V. 40. j If people, when fal- 
vation is oflfered theiri, will notwithflanding un- 
worthily flight the mercy; if men, to^whoin 
God has made himfelf known, will not retain 
God in their knowledge; if thofe that have 
been enHghtened, and have efcaped the pollu- 
tions of the world, through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift," if they are 
dgaiki entangled therein, and are finally loft; 

this 
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this is not for want of means to fave.them, but 
they will not he faved ; they will not attend to 
the word preached unto them; they will not 
believe the terrors of the world to come; tliey 
will not fubmit to the terms of falvaiion. This 
being their cafe, their deftru&ion is from ihemi 
felves. 

II. And this brings us to conGder, how very 
dreadful the cafe is of thofe who deny the Lord 
that bought them, or negleft the oflFers of fal- 
vation made by him to all finners. And in- 
deed, when we confider what Jcfus Chrift has 
done, in order to redeem and fave us, we fliall . 
have the greated reafon to believe, that the 
punilhment of thofe who are not faved by him 
will be unfpeakably great. For, can we ima- 
gine that Chrift, the Son of God, would have 
ijcft the glories of heaven, and would have lived 
a miferabte life on earth, and died a more 
iBiferabk death, but tliat be knew, that if (inners 
wer^ not reconciled to Qod, but died in their 
£ns, their punilhinent would be terrible, and 
their condition jatiifcrable, and without remedy. 
So tbat the greatnefs of the mercy, may con- 
vince us of tlie greatnefs of the punifhment of 
thofe that delpife the falvation offered them« 
The Spirit of God, from whom only we can 
linow what becomes of men after death, affures 
us, that fuch (balL be fliut out of heaven; and 
have their portion in a place where there is no- 
thing but " weeping and wailing, and gnafhing 
q( teeth." And| whatever may become of 

thofe 
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thofe who have never had the- gofpel preached 
unto them, they who have had falvation offered 
to them, and mind it pot, maft not expe6l to 
efcape a fevere judgment. 

And, led we fhould think ourfelves fafe, be- 
caufe we have embraced the. gofpel, let us al- 
ways remember, that the gpfpel requires faith 
and repentance of all that expetl any benefit 
by it. We moft not only fay, we believe the 
gofpel, but we muft live like men that do fo; 
like men that are in the midft of enemies, with 
fear and care^ left we (hould* mifcarry; like 
thofe that have efcaped eternal mifery, with 
thankful hearts; and like thofe who hope to go. 
to heaven, where no impure thing can enter. 

But if inftead of doing fo, we lead a carelefs 
or a wicked life; if we negleft the means of 
grace, the ordinances of God, and turn our 
backs upt^n the word and facraments; if we 
confeTs we are (inners, and yet take no care to 
amend our ways ; if we are taken up with the 
bufinefs or pleafures of this life, fo as to forget 
that there is another Jo come ; why then, in 
truth, we are not of the nurhber pf thofe who 
ihall be faved; neither will it be any blefling to 
fuch, that Jefus Chrift came into the world to 
fave fioners. 

And now, good Chriftians, you fee, what a 
mercifu} regard God has had for his poor crea* 
tures in this difpenfation.. The moll ignorani 
may know what God cxpefls from them. The 
greatcft finner may be fure of pardon, if he 

repents, 
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repents, and brings forth fruit anfwerablc to 
amendment of life. The weakeft Chriftian may 
depend upon all neceflary afliftance. The 
meaneft fervant of Chrift may be fure not to be 
overlooked. Laflly; every Chriftian* may be 
confident, that his labour will Hot be in vain, 
but that he may be for ever happy, if it is not 
altogether his own fault. 

Thefe are Certain truths, and worthy of all 
men to be received. How comes it then to 
pafs, that we fo often hear thefe truths without 
being afie3ed with them ? Why, the truth is, 
we are not well convineed of the danger a finncr 
is in, without the help of a Redeemer. 

If one talks to a fick man about 'the caufe of 
his illnefs, and gives him good hopes that his 
diftemper is curable; you need not ufe many 
words to perfuade him to bear you, becaufe his 
life is at ftake ; but if you tell a man that thinks 
hftnfelf well, of a remecly, it- is a thoufand to 
onfe but he forgets it. This is our cafe — the 
cafe of the generality of Chriftians. We, in 
obedience to our Lord's^ommand, preach faith, 
and repentance, and obediehce; we publilh in 
bis name a free pardon to all who are willing to 
comply with the terms oPftlvation. They that 
lay things to heart; that know they arc finners, 
and the danger of being fudi ; they gladly bear^ 
and receive^ and mnember^ and ^ry, the terms 
of falvation; whilft others are las unconcerned, 
as ff they had nothing to fea^-. 

From 



A. C0MPAHiaN FOR THE PRISONER. 45 

From whence you fee, Chriftians, that your 
faith and falvadon depend very much upon that 
difpofidofi with which ypu hear the Gofpel. If 
you are ferious, and concerned in good earneft 
for your falvation, it will be no hard matter to 
perfuade you to look upon the Gofpel as the 
greateft bleffing. But, without thefc difpofi- 
lions, the Gofpel will be a burthen to you, Jefus 
Chrift himfelf no bleffing ; nor Heaven worth 
caring for. You fee who they are, who ought 
to rejoice; who ought to take comfort; by 
whom this truth is worthy to be received; even 
by all fuch as are fincere, fuch as refolve to ferve 
and to pleafe God to the beft of their power. 
Such may be fure of pardon and acceptance, 
though -they have been never fo great finners* 
All fuch may and will r^eeive the terms of par- 
don, and him who has ootained them, with open 
arms, and with a glad heart; admiring the great 
goodnefs of God; adoring the love of their 
Redeemer; refolving to live worthy of fuch 
mighty favours. And thefe paffions will mak^ 
us all cheerful^ without being fooli/hlyvain; yjr- 
rious^ without being fad and caft down ; as fobei: 
Chriftians, though our hearts are full of joy. 

Now, unto him who had mercy upon us, when 
we were in darknefs, and under the power of 
Satan ; who took our nature upon him ; became 
fubjeft to the law made for finners ; offered him- 
felf a facrifice for the fins of the whole world; 
and raifed up finful men to the honour of being 
-the children of God* To him be all honour, 

D and 
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and glory, and bleffing, and ^thankfgiving, and 
power, aferibed, by us and by all his faithful 
fervjints, for ever and ever. Amen. 



;»cpa««e 



SERMON V, 

ON THE DUE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 



Exodus xx. ii, 

» 

The Lord hUJfed the Sabhatb-Day^and hallowed it. 

THE meaining of thefe words is this; — The 
Lbrd having commanded one day in feven to be 
kept holy, and having made it a Sabbath^ that 
isi a day of reft from bodily and unneceffary 
labour, be bath blejfed ibat day ; that is, he hath 
joined a bleffing to the due obfervation of it. 
How then comes it to pafs, that tbis day is not 
obferved with great ftriQ:nefs, devotion, and 
thankfulnefs ? Why, becaufe people do not con- 
iider either the neceffity, or the reafon, or the 
advantage, of fuch a command. I will there- 
fore, before I go any farther, endeavour to make 
you fenfible of the reafon and neceffity of ob- 
ferving one day in a week according to the com- 
mandment 

We are all fatisfied, that we ought not to forget 
the God that made us ; that we ought not to for<« 
get that we are needy ^ fi^f^U belple/s creatures. 
^ Now, 
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Now, It is cei tain, WO (hould foon forget thefe 
things, if one day in feven we were not put in 
mind of them. To fhew you that we moft cer- 
tainly (hould do fo, let us confider how many 
things every one of us has forgot, which we 
ought to have remembered. Hqw many mer- 
cies do men receive from God, which they foon 
forget? How many judgments doth God fend 
into the world, which are no longer thought on, 
than whilft the fmart of them does laft ? Why, 
we fhould as furely forget the God who fends 
mercies and judgments, if we were not taught 
continually to remember him by his day which 
^we keep holy. 

There are at this day many nations in the 
world, which know nothing of the true God» 
How comes this to pafs ? They were all the 
oflFspring of one man, the righteous Noah, who 
taught his children and pofterity to know God; 
and to worfhip him aright. But you may learn 
from hence, that it is poflible and natural for 
people, for whole nations, to forget the true 
God; and thus it would really happen to us, if 
we had not days fet apart, aind men appointed, 
to keep up the knowledge and remembrance of 
God in our minds. How foon do we forget out 
beft friends, our very children, when thejr 
have been a while dead, and out of our fight ? 
As furely fhould we forget, that there is a God; 
that we depended upon him for every thing we 
have or hope for; that we ought to worfhip 
him, to give him thanks, and t^ put our whole 
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truft in him ; , that we (hall be judged by him at 
the laft day . — All which we fhould foon forget, 
if we were not often called upon and put in mind 
of our duty. The PfalnMft tells us, that in his' 
profperity he himfelf forgot God ; and do not we 
fee every day, that people who are too much 
bufied with the cares of this world, do alnioft 
forget that there is a world to come ? What 
would they do if they were not commanded, 
upon the Lord*s day, to lay a fide the bufinefs 
and the cares of this life, and for a while think 
of a better ? Why, they would foon forget that 
there is a better ; they would fet up their reft 
here; they would only provide for themfelves, 
and their children, an earthly maintenance, ^nd 
never think of Heaven. It is too plain, all men 
would do fo, were they left to themfelves, be- 
ca:ufe toqmany do fo, notwithftanding the means 
of grace afforded them for their inHruflion and 
Temembrance. 

But why one day in feven, rather than any 
other portion of our time ? Why, becaufe God 
has fox^rdered it. That is the beft anfwcr I can 
^ive ; and every man will be fatisfied with this 
anfwer, who has a mind to fubmit to the wif- 
dom of God, and will believe that he does every 
thing for the beft. It may be, you may think, 
that every body, knowing it to be their duty to 
ferve God, would, if they were left to them- 
felves, chufe a time to do w.. Why, do not we 
all know that fajiing is a Chriftian duty; and 
yet, becaufe God has npt in exprefs words ap- 
pointed 
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pointed us certain times of failing, how few are 
there who obferve any at all ? And, though the 
church of God has appointed days of failing, 
yet they are neglefted, defpifcd, and the very 
duty itfelf queftioned, and almoil' forgotten. 
And fo it would be with the Lord's day, and the 
Lord himfelf, i^ it were not cxprefsly the com* 
mandofGod, "Remember that thou keep 
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One might give many more reafons ; but thefe 
are fufficient to ihew the neceiCty of obferving 
the Lord's day to keep it holy. I will, there- 
fore, conclude this particular withl a relation 
which may, perhaps, be better underftood by 
you, and better remembered, than what I have 
already faid.— There was a certain perfon, who 
had a though tlefs and extravagant young man to 
his fon. The father, upon his death-bed, made 
bis fon folemnly promife, that he would fpend 
onehjlf hour every day by himfelf. Soeafy 
a requeft, from a kind father, was very cheer- 
fully obeyed : though itwas troublefome for one 
who had feldom been alone, to be redrained, 
though for fo fhort a time. The fon at firil did 
not lee his father's .meaning, or the reafon of 
fuch a command, till at laft, being often alonQ, 
he began to think of himfelf: which, by the 
grace of God, ended in his cohverfion ; and then 
be did not only retire becaufe his father had 
commanded him, but becaufe he found it rea- 
fone-blc, his duty, and pleafure fo to do. And 
/hall, we not believe, that this command of God 
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has often the fame bleffed efFeft ? And many 
ihoufands there are in Heaven, and many, no 
doubi, yet on earth, who, by being obliged by 
this command to wait upon God at his houfe, 
have there found the means and the reafons of 
their converfion and falvation ! And now, pray 
confider, whether God is not kind and merciful, 
in giving us a law which is of fo great advantage 
to mankind; in commanding us to keep holy 
one day in fevcn, that, being taken off all 
worldly labour, we may, in a manner, be obliged 
to think of him, of Heaven, and of our eternal 
welfare? 

Ho come, therefore, to the words of the tcxt^ 
" The Lord bleffed the fabbath-day, and hal- 
lowed it;*' which vre may confider either as a 
command J or a hkffit^. 

I. If we confider them as a command^ it is a 
wonder that ever fuch a command (hould be 
neglefied, by any man who is in his right mind* 
Pray do but go along with me in confidering 
two things; firft, whoit is that has given this 
command : fecondly, to whom this command is 
given. 

Firft; The Lord of Heaven and earth, whofe 
blefling alone maketb rich, who commandeih 
the Heavens and they obey him; by whofe 
providence the world is governed and preferved ; 
who Iroldeth our foul in life ; who alone can for- 
give fins; who giveth food to all flefh ; who 
caufeth grafs to grow for the cattje, and herb for 
the fervice of men ; in whofe hands our breath 
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1$ ; and whofe are all our ways ; who is able 
to do exct^edingly abundant for us, more than 
we c^n a(k or think ; — this great and good God 
has commanded us to obferve. religioufly one 
day in fevcn. 

Secondly ; But what are we to whom this is 
commanded ?" Why, v;e are creatures who can* 
not live one hour without God's bleffing; we 
are poor^ weak, frail, perifhing creatures, liable 
loathoufand miferies • to ignorance, to want, 
to licknefs, to fin, to death. But wh^t is it 
which God has commanded us ? Why, that 
one day in fevcn we (houra leave all our worldly 
concerns in his hands *, that we (hould go tp the 
public congregation, where, meeting many fuch 
helplefs creatures as ourfelves, we (hould ac-» 
knowledge our own unworthinefs,aur own weak.- 
nefr, and the little power we have to help our^ 
felves: we fhould there confefs, that God only . 
can fuccour and preferve us ; that without his 
great mercy, we are, and like to be, mife- 
rable; and, therefore, we are all to join our 
prayers, befeeching God to pardon our fins, to 
pity our infirmities, to enlighten our minds with 
faving truth, to give us grace and ftrength to 
fcrve him acceptably, and for his own goodnefs 
fake, for his promife fake, and for the fake of 
Jefus Chrift, to fave our fouls in the life to 
come. In the mean time, we are to pray to him 
conftantly, that he would be pleafed to remove 
from us all fuch public calamities as we fHall at 
any time labour under, or that he would make- 
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them ufeful for our eternal welfare, and give us 
fuch common bleffings as we (hould mott ftand 
ih need of ; all which he has encouraged us to 
afk for, and has promiftd to be found of them 
that dili^reiitlv feek him. 

Lay thefe things together.: — God, who ftands 
not in need of our fervice, has, for our own 
good, commanded us to keep holy one day in 
fevcn; he has commanded us on that day, to 
leave ourbufinefs in his hands; and, inftead of 
working for our daily bread, only to pray for it, 
and for whatever elfe we want. We are fatis- 
iied, that without his bleifing,itis to no purpofe 
to rife early, ^nd take late reft ; that his blefling 
upon one day's labour is of more value than the 
whole week's work without bis blefling; that, 
therefore, it is neceflary we fhould obfervc this 
•command of God, to ferve him upon his own 
day, if we look for fuccefs in this worid, or hap- 
pinefsintbe next. In fhort, God has com- 
manded this good day to be obferved, that men 
may never forget to whom they ought to go for 
help and falvation; that men may not forget 
God; and God has promifed not to forget them. 
^^ Lord, what is man, that thou haft fuch re(pe6l 
unto him, or the fon of man, that thou (houldft 
fo regard him ?" But what is man, if he defpife 
fuch love, fuch confideration, fuch happinefs ? 

II. We have now confidered the command. 
Let us proceed to confider th^bleffing that at tends 
it^ where it is confcientioufly obferved. 

And 
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And, firft, it will be a means of bringing a 
blefling upon every man*s private affairs; which" 
Will profper the better, the more religioufly the 
Lord's day is obferved. Chrift has cxprefsly 
promifed, that if we " feek the kingdom of 
God, and his righteoufnefs," all the ncceffary 
things of this life (hall be added unto us ; and 
if we truly believe what the Scriptures have 
made known to us, andi indeed what we find 
by experience,, that " except the Lord< build the 
houfe, their labour is but loft: that build it;* we 
ftiall never look for fucGefs,.nor a blefling, to 
come upon what we undertake, but when we 
carefully keep his command, and remember to 
keep holy the Lord's Day, which,, if we do, it 
will be a means- of fanftifying the reft of the 
days of the week. And indeed we have no right 
to the reft of the week, unlefs we firft- employ 
this day jn the fervice of God. He. that per- 
mits us to labour fix days,, (and who alone can 
make our labours profper,) hasreferved one in. 
fevjen to himfelf,^ — that men^may know to whom* 
they are to be thankful,, for their time, for all^ 
their- days, for all they enjpy,. And as under 
the law, a man had^no^right to eat the fruits 
of his labours, until, he had. offered- the firfti. 
fruits to God, and. acknowledged the Lord to^ 
be the giver of, all. good things.; until he had 
praifed God for his bounties .in bleffing.the earth; 
HO more ought any man to look upon his (ix days 
as his own,, until he has ftrft acknowledged, that 
it is. the. Lord who gives us all our time,.bleffos 

D5 all 
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all our labours, who alone can profper our handjr- 
work. And good men have made this obferva- 
tion in their own private bufinefs, that God has? 
been favourable to them, or. their waysj accord-^ 
(pg to the cohfcientious obfervation of the Lord's 
day, or their negleft of it. And it is worth our 
notice, that the greatest offenders, whem^ 

THEY come to SUFFER FOR ANJ) ARE SENSIBLE 
OF THEIR CRIMES, DO GENERALLY CONFESS, 
THAT THE NEGLECT AND ABUSE OF THE LoRD'S 
DAY WAS THAT WHICH FIRST LED THEM INTO 

THE GREATEST WICKEDNESS: and indeed, how 
jBiould it be other ways, when it is plain the fur- 
ther we go from God, the greater power the 
devil gets over us, and the nearer we are to 
our ruin ? And every perfon, who has carelefijly 
fpent this day, ought to fear, that without re- 
<f>entance fome ill may befall him or his affairs 
the following week. On the other fide, who- 
ever, to the beft of his abilities, Ihall fpend the 
Lord's day in the fervice of God, and in taking 
care 'of his foul, may ca»£^mlyhope, that 
things will go better with him for fo doing; that 
the favour of God w'ill attend his honeft labours, 
and be with him through the following week. 

In the fecond place^ we Ihall find, that the 
public welfare of the church and ftate will profper 
the better, when this command is confcientioufjy 
obferved. For, to ffiew that an efpecial provi- 
deuce watches over the land, when its inhabitants, 
trailing in God, ferve him after his own way, 
we have this memorable inftance written for our 

example : 
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example :— The whole nation of the Jews were 
obliged to go three times a yeaf to Jerufalemf 
there to worfhip God. God who forefaw that 
worldly-minded men would fay in their hearts, 
that their enemies mi^ht come and feizc upon 
their houfes and goods, in their abfence, aflbres 
them, that their enemies fhould not ajBTault them 
at fuch times; which promife was made good to 
them, even to a miracle. 

But thirdly, this day was chiefly commanded 
for the good of our fouls. — If you arcfenfible 
of your wants, here is the proper time to lay 
them before the throne of grace; for on this ^ 
day we meet a number of neceflBjtous creatures 
like ourfelves, wanting inftruftion, grace, and 
fliength : if we humbly join with thefe, and afll. 
in faith, we are fure to be heard, and our peti- 
tions will be granted.. For this is God's own 
day, and he makes it honourable by the greatet 
meafure of Meffings which he beftows upon it. 
Hav^ W6 received any. mercy from G6d, (and < 
do not we live by his mercies?) why, this id. 
the proper time to give him thanks, to whoaii 
we owe ail we have and enjoy. In a woi^, .thii 
is GiDd's day of giving pardon to finners; of: 
giving grace to the humble; of giving ;com£orl to 
the affliSed ; of giving ftrength to the weak; of 
giving blefBng to all that call upon him.^ . Whati 
then have they to anlwer for who make it a day of 
idlenefs J adayoPdrunkcnncfs; ^dayofdoingodd: 
buiinefs; of making unneceflary vifits ; or loitering 
about, . as if it were a curfe impofcd upon them, 

U 6 to. 
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to be kept one day in feven /rom their worldly 
laboUT? 

' Butifanyperfonis fomuch unacquainted with 
the power andgoodnefs of God, as to think he 
jofes time by ferving God, let him but read the 
fixteenth chapter of Exodus, where he ftiall find 
Almighty God dealing with men, (like ourfelves) 
who were with very great difficulty brought to truft 
in God : to convince then^ of their ignorance, 
God was pleafed to fend them, on the evening 
of the fabbath, twice as much manna as he fent 
them on other days; both to lead them into ati 
entire dependance upon him, and to be an ever* 
lafting inftance of his care to thofe that ferve 
him ; and that the time, and the days which men 
fpend in honouring their Creator, are not loft, 
whatever worldly men may think, 
i I know not what I can add more, to lead you 
into a due regard for this good day, unlefs I juft 
mention the ill confequences of not obferving it 
according to the command. Need I tell you, thai 
pne of the greateft occafions of that ignorance, 
which we meet with among Chriftians, is the 
.negleft of the Lord's day ; infomuch that there 
are too many who know little or. nothing of 
.Gpd, of themfelves, or of the world to come? 
Pjeople may have very flow underftandings ; they 
may have little time to think of another world ; 
but ftill they may, nay they would, know what 
is abfolutely neceflary to be known, if they did 
but conftantly keep to church on the Lord's 
day. They would learn to know, that we wor- 
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(hip God becaufe we cannot be happy without 
his blefling; they; would learn to know, to whom 
they ought to be thankful for what they enjoy i 
becaufe they fee people meet at church to give 
him public thanks for his mercies. Ladly, they 
would come to underftand what a dangerous 
thing it is to be a finner, and at enmity with God, 
fince they fee people do not fcruple to confels^ 
their faults, and to aflc pardon for them, even 
before all men. In fhort. if the Lord's day evep 
comes to be more negle£led than it is, (which. 
God in his providence prevent) Chriftians will 
grow more ignorant, more carelefs of themfelvea, 
and more wicked than they are at prefent; and 
then wemay juftly expeft,that God's judgments 
will be multiplied, and will be more fevere 
amongft us. 

And how, if, by what I have faid,. I have per- 
fuaded you to have reverend thoughts of this 
good day; if I have raifed in your fouls adefire 
and a retolution of keeping it holy ; let me fur- 
ther inftruft you, in a few words, how to dp 
it worthily. 

Remember then^ to " keep holy the fabbath- 
day;** firft> iy Uyi^g afide all worldly bupMji^ 
That m.uft not be the employment either of your 
hands or your hearts, — The Lord's day has its 
proper work, which will take up our time, if we 
refolve to mind it. And therefore,^ when the 
prophet requires the obfervation^ of the fabbath 
as, a mean^ of preferving the houfe of Ifrael, he 
direfts them npt to do their cmn work : a work 

there 
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^ere is to be done, but it is not to be our's, 
b^t the fervice of God. Only thus far it is our 
work^ that it is for our good; and if it is called 
the Lord's fervice^ and jtrving the Lord^ it is 
becaufe God is gracioufly pleafed it Ihould be 
called fo, that he fi^ay reward our fervice as done 
to him. Indeed, the Gofpel has freed us from 
that fup^rftitious obfervation oP this day which 
the Jews had ion into; for works of neceffity 
and charity are to be done on all days, becaufe 
mercy is better than facriBce; that is, alls of 
mercy are the befi ways offerving God. But then 
we muft be careful not to call that neceffary 
which is not fo; which is the extreme we are 
run into. If fervants are freed on this day from 
bodily labour, and worldly bufinefs, it is that 
ihey may know they have a matter in Heaven,— 
a matter far greater than any matter on earth, — 
whom they are to ferve, to honour, and to pray 
to ; and not that they may be let loofc to idle- 
nefs and to ferve the devil, as the manner of too 
many is. 

I;d ftiort,all that own Gx)d for their Creator and' 
Prefetver^ all that own Jefus for their Redeemer, . 
all that expeft the affiftance of God'« good. 
Spirit, to enlighten their minds with faving 
knowledge, to ttrengthen them againft temptar- 
tix)ns, to comfort and deliver them \n the hour 
of death and in the day, of judgment, will ob- 
ferve this good daly r^ligioufly : that is, they will • 
be fure to go to God's houfe,. and confefs that: 
they altogether depend upon him, both for this 
world and the next. They will acknowledge 

* their 
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theif own weaknefs and (!rr»!'5'>«^f:, ^.ni dciire his 

Eardon; they v?-] h^nx h"n ''.!/ ^-rri. •- d beg 
is grace, r.n c\,:':l\k, U; anl ^':'*y 'aiU give him 
thar;ks for 'J ■: n:e c:- ^^*^)-' every :^ay leceive at 
his haiids. An/! "K- \.-f'- that it is greiitly for. 
God's f\\cAy 1-1 i^ *^y'^ i?dmber of his fervants 
fhould incredie^ j\\ ;:^ood men will endeavour, as 
much as may be, tw inllrutt thofe of their owa 
families in the ways of i ighteoufnefs ; or, at leaft, 
take c«re that they go where they may be in- 
ftrufted. To this end, they will breed up theiir 
children in a fenfe of the bleffing and facrednefs 
of days of public worfliip; confidering that all 
people are juft what they are bred; for they that 
are kept flriftly to church will be uneafy not to 
be there, and they that are bred in a profane 
neglefl: of holy days never care for the return 
of fuclvdays. 

But then, let us have an efpecial care, that 
cuftom do not bring us to obferv.e this good day 
only by outward and bodily attendance and 
fcrvice : " This peOpk draw nigh to me with 
iheir lips, but their hearts are far from me," was 
God's complaim againii: the Jews ; and fo it will 
be with us, if we are Bot careful of our hearts^ 
and do not endeavour to keep them near to God, 
by confidering that he knows the very fecrets of 
our hearts. And indeed, if people did but fet 
their hearts to ferve the Lord, the bulinefs of 
the Lord's day would be a delight, and not a 
burthen. The works of the creation may, in 
'fome good meafure, be feen and thought on 
with pleafure, even by the meaneft perfon ; and 
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the ble(fing of a redemption is what all are coii^^ 
cerned'in, and all may know, who do but know 
that they are all finful helplefs creatures. And 
thefe are the two proper fubjefcls for our thoughts" 
on thefe days ;i and which none areexcufed from^ 
either on account of bufijiefs, or for want ofi 
knowledge^ 

And God gram that we naay efteem k a prir 
vilege and a happinefs to have a day fet apart for 
his iervice. May we caH it a delight, and truly 
make it fo, that we may come to the reft that 
reroaineth for the people of God, through Jefus> 
Chrifl our Lord. To whom, &c.. 



SERMON VI. 

JORNICATION FORBIDDEN BOTH IN THE XAW 

AND IN TH£ GOSPRU 
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Ephes. V. 3,, 4,. 5.. 

But fornication^ and all umleannefsi or covet'*- 
mjnefs^ let it not- be once named among you^ as he^ 
xometb faints i neither filthinefs^ nor foolijb* talking^, 
nor jefiingy which are not convenient- i but rather ^ 
giving of thanks. For this ye' know^ that no 
whorefnanger^ nor unclean perfon^ nor cove torn man. 
who is an idolater^ bath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Chrifi and of God.. 

THE things, good Chriftians, lamgoijiigt©. 
warn you againftj: are the fins ol fornication^ an^: 

Other. 
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4ther impurities^ forbidden both in the Law and 
in the Go/pel -, concerning which theapoftle faith, 
" That no whoremonger, nor unclean perfon^ 
hath," nor can have, " any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Chrift and of God." But that is 
not all; for St. John adds, [Rev. xxi. 8.] "Thai 
fuch fhall have their portion in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimftone.'* Thefe are 
frightful ivcrds ; and I repeat them, that you may 
be prepared to hear what I am going to fay upon 
this/uljeii^ mih ihc greateji /iriou/ne/s» 

1. My Brft inilruftion fhall be to fucti as have 
not defiled themfelves by thefe crimes. And, 
wrben I haye plainly laid before you, firft, hov 
happy they are who keep themfelves undefiled 
and innocent from fuch foul vices ;— •fecondly, 
what an evil thing and titter it will be^ to fall 
into fuch- courfes;— ^thirdly, the great danger 
people are in of falling into this fin; — and laftly, 
the means which God has afforded us of avoiding 
both the fin and the danger : — when this is done, 
thofe that hear with attention, will be convinced, 
I hope, that they have rea/on, that they may and 
ought to preferve their innocence as they value 
their fouls. 

And firft; It is a great misfortune that very 
often we do not^^ our happinefs till vfcfeel the 
want of it. — We fee people, for example, ex* 
ceedingly afliamed when their wickednefs comes 
to light; blaming their folly, lamenting ihcir con- 
dition, ihcir friends reproaching, and the /awf 
correfcUng them. This fliould make us to abhor 

fuch 
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filch vices; to be very thankful to God who has 
bilherto kept us from falling; and to fee the 
wifdom and the happinefs of thofe that fear God^ 
and keep bis cofnmandmetits. And then, they that 
value a good name above all things, and labour 
to be cftcemedj they know very well that fo- 
briety and modefty are neceffary to. gain the 
good opinion of all wife people. On the other 
hand, the attire of an harlot^ the wit of an im- 
pudent woman, the beauty of one that is dif- 
honeft, pleafes thofe only who are void of aM 
worth and goodnefs. But tbefe are worldly confi- 
derations only : they may ferve to reftrain, but caa 
hardly make os vh-tuous. The true happinefs of 
fuch as keep themfelves pure coniifts in doing the 
uoill of Godj whofe will is, ^' that we abftain 
from fornication ;*' [ i Theff. iv. 3.3 in knowing 
that the good fpirit of God will not f«rfake them, 
while they are free from pollutions ; in a conftant 
experience of the power of God, delivering them 
from evil; and laftly, in the teftimony of a good 
confcience, that they ufe their beft endeavours /• 
morti^ their corrupt affetiions^ as well as to pre- 
ferve their reputation with the world. 

II. B ut the happinefs o f thofe that lead a cbafte 
life will better be (een when compared with the 
wretched condition of fuch as, being pojfejfed with 
an unclean fpirit, do commit all iniquity with 
greedinefs. The apoftlc faith [Eph. v. 3. j 
" That fornication, and uncleannefs, are lins 
which {hou}d not be named," ihould not, if 
poffible, be '' known amongft Chriftians." For 
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they are fins which defile the foul, as well as t!>e 
body. They ruin the underjiauding } they fear 
the con/cience-, they deftroy all good purpofes. 
They are the occafion of infinite other fins.. For 
inftance : How many infants have been mur- 
dered ? How many women have in cffeft mur- 
dered themfclvcs, by taking medicines to hide 
their fhame? How many have b/en perjured? 
How many have broke their own^ and how 
many haVc broke i\\^\T parents' hearts? And do 
not think to fay within yourfelves, I Jbould hardly 
do what others have done ; I would tmytr /or/ivear 
myfelf; 1 would uever confent to murder a child; 
fofy believe it for a certain truth, if vou once 
become the devil's /ervant^ you mult then ^ 
what be will have you to do, as others b^e dcme 
before you, let what will folhw. Then pray 
confider, that if once you get evil habits^ and 
cfpecially of thefifmsy you will find it exteeding 
hard to leave them. And yet you muft Icalve 
them, or yoia muft never think of going to 
Heaven. Nay, fuppofe you do rejfolve, and do 
in good earncft repent of your fin, yet there is 
ftill a very melaftcholy confideration behind; 
you can but repent for one^ you can but repent 
for your/elf} and whether thofc that have been 
partners with you in iniquity, whether tbofe will 
ever repent, you know not^ Neither can you be 
fure that your own repentance will be accepted, 
or whether the blood of them that perifh will 
not be required at your hands. After all, it is 
much to be feared, that ^e/e fins are toB feldom 
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imly repented of', they are very common } ami 
people make light of ibem. Add to all this, the 
terrors of a guilty conlcience, the fearful expec- 
tation of the vengeance of God, and no more, 
fure, need to be faid, to fhew the evil of tb'S 
Jin', — and thefe confiderations fliould give Chiif- 
tians fuch an abhorrence of all impurity, as to 
make them tremble for very fear of falling into 
any of thefe crimes. 

ill. For<i we are J in truths in greater danger 
than is generally thought of. It cannot be denied, 
but that people live in the world, as if there 
were no danger y as if they were fecure againft all 
temptations. And this is the reafon why fo 
i^any mifcarry* Chriftians do not coniider^ 
that as long as they live in this world, they carry 
a corrupt heart, and a corrupt nature, about 
with them ; that the devil will take all opportu* 
nities to lead them into fin ; that we are befet 
with temptations, turn us where we will ; that 
people have been ruined when they have leatt 
thought of it ; that, therefore, we have need of 
an efpecial grace^ and of all pojftble care^ to keep 
us from falling into this vice; efpecially if we 
confider, that there is fcarce any age^ or any 
condition of life free from danger. How many 
have fallen into thefe crimes even before they 
coul^well be fufpefted! And too many have 
continued in them when age^ and even theyijfi/ 
tf deathy ftiould have cured them of their lults. 
How many, who have had a fober education, 
have afterwards fallen intc^ lewd courfes; aad 
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very many, after the mod folemn vows to the 
contrary. In fliort, there are fo many inftances 
of thefe fins, known to all the world; and fo 
many more, (it is to be much feared) done in 
Jecret, and known only to God, and to thofe 
that are guilty, that every Chriltian, who has 
any fear for himfelf, will ferioufly confider, the 
danger he is in^ and will think, by what means 
be^ and all that belong to bim^ may avoid both the 
Jin and the danger. 

I V, What thofe means and motives are^ we come 
now to conjider. And let me, in the firft place, 
tell you for a truth, that nothing but the fear cf 
God can hinder you from falling into thefe deftru^i'Ve 
vices. Some will tell you, that fbame will re- 
ftrain you; that the fear of punifbment aught to 
make you afraid ; that if you fall into evil courfes, 
you will difoblige your friends, and it will be 
worfe for you; that you will fpend what you 
have, and be defpifed by every body, . But, 
after all, I am afraid, thefe arguments wiU')iQt 
do : for thefe vice^ are too common. People 
zx^ not afijaraed of them, as they ought to be;; 
and when the devil has filled their hearts with 
luft, they will care for neither /r/>»<ij, eflate^ nor 
reputation. What, then, muft people be r.kft 
to themfelves? No, by no mfcanvS. We fbould 
rather fet before them, what will make, them^o 
. tremble : " Whoremongers artd adulterers God 
will judge," [Heb. xiii. 4.] however they efcape 
the cenfures of man : *' They (hall have no in- 
heritance in the kingdom of HEeaypn.7 ;[;i Cor. 
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vi. 9,]' ** And they fh^^l) have their portion in 
the lake that butneth with fire and brimftonc.^ 
[Rev* xxi. 8.] Will not this confideration 
make people ofraid of a fin which will ruin them 
for ever? Either fay, you do not believe this, 
or refv)lve to live as if you did believe it. Say, 
with Jofeiph, when you are tempted, " How^ 
can I do this great wickednefs, and fin againft 
God?" [Gen. xxxix. 9. J " whofe eyes are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the good.'*-p- 
After all, it muft be owned, that there are people 
who know, and pretend to believe all this, who 
yet tranfgrcfs thefe laws. But then, they are 
fuch as do not fear God. For fuch as are afraid 
of oflFending God will ftrive to mortify their 
•corrupt afFeftions; will avoid, as mucli as may 
be, all occafions and temptations to a iin, which 
does fo eafily befet us; and will moft fincerely 
beg GodVgrace and protection, 
. Jt is impoffible for any man to live as becomes 
a Chriftian, who will not ufe the/e means to pre- 
Jetve his imocence. For, firft, intemperance and 
'.ehujiity are utterly inconfiftent. He that will 
ftudy to pleafe the flefh, will not care to pleafe 
God. And, remember, that he who cannot 
deny his appetites in meat and drink, will not 
be able to deny himfelf when his defires flxall 
lead him to forbidden wickednefs. St. Paul 
himfelf thought it a duty to keep under his body: 
and fhd\\\ve think it needlefs? Rather let us be 
at forae pains to Jubdue our corrupt nature; to 
dlfi^f its cravings; to lay fome wholefomc re- 
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Uraints upon our inclinations^ efpecially, iince 
it is for avoiding thofe fins w hich lead direSly /# 
bell. Fullnefs of breads and abundance of idlenefsy 
was that which brought deftrufction upon Sodom; 
and it is what will corrupt the beji heart. It was 
for this reafonthe Wife Man fet down this worthy 
caution-, [Ecclus. xviii. 31. J " Ifthougiveft 
thy foul the defires that pleaie her, (he will make 
thee a laughiHg ftock to thine enemies that ma« 
lign thee ;" and efpecially, to our ghoftly enemies^ 
who will defire no better occafion to ruin us. 

In the fecoiKl place; temptations and occafions 
ofjin^ are carefully to be avoided. Idle company 
has ruined fo roany^ that it would be needlcfs to 
warn you againft it, but that we fee people as 
fearlefs in ill company,' as if they had the power^ 
in their own hand^j of refifiing temptations \ ib 
that, not knowing their own weaknefs^ Sind fearing 
no danger^ they often fall into a fnare before they 
think of it. And a lewd behaviour^ an immodeft 
Jiory^ a filthy fongy have very often betrayed 
unwary people into fuch mif carriages as (before) 
they abhorred^ and which they have bitterly re- 
pented of all the days of their lives. Whoever, 
therefore, purpofes to preferve their innocence, 
muft, fet a watch upon their eyes^ their ears^ ^aoA, 
efpecially upon their hearts; otberwife it is t6 
no purpofe to refolv^e^ or tp pretend to be virtu*- 
ous. Will a man or woman, fur example, wb6 
will, run into any company, hear any fortof tan^ 
guage without bluQiing, fee indecent actions 
without Jeaving the place; will fucb pec^pk fey 

they 
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they are chafte ? They have no reafon to fay (o ; 
or if they do, they have no reafon to be believed. 
And, though we cannot live in the world without 
meeting with temptations, yet we may av^oid 
them much oftener than we do ; and if we have 
the fear of God in our hearts, we fhall not be 
hurt by them. Let biit women fo behave them- 
felves, as that men may believe them to be 
chafte; and they may be confident no-body will 
attempt them iut in an honeft way. But this 
is the real occafion of fo many mifcarriages : — 
people difcoycr, either by their very n)ain drefs^ 
or looks^ or words^ or beba'vioHr^ they difcover, 
that they do ml fear God; that they only want to 
he tempted ^y and this encourages thofe that are as 
naught as themfelves, to tempt and to gain their 
wicked ends of them. Let us therefore remem- 
ber, that when we fay " lead us not into tempta- 
tions," we are bound not to run intd them wil- 
lingly; or if we do, we muft not expeft that 
God will deliver us from evils of our 6wn feek- 

What has been now faid, fliews us the necef- 
fity of another means of prcferving our inno- 
cence, and that h^ fervent prayer -, fince it is 
impQilible, in the midlt of fo many temptations, 
iar<any Chriftian to be long innocent, unlefsya:/^. 
, parted by divine graces The very flighteft tempta- 
iioB >will ruinus^ if left to ourfelves. Therefore 
ha» God encouraged Us to pray to him for htlp, 
and has prpmifed to hear us. But then, it is 
not aAV iqrt of prayer that will prevail with him, 
% . > to 
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to prevent^ or to deliver us from evil. We muft 
know our own mifery^ to humble us ; we muft 
Icnow our danger^ to make u$ be in good earneft ; 
and our weaknejs and back/lidings^ that we may 
be more careful of our ways. Such difpofitions 
as thefe will recommend us to God's favour and' 
proteftion, and * the true reafon why fo many 
people become an eafy prey to the devil, is 
this : They feldom pray in private; they pray in 
public without ^wy Jenfe of their wants; without 
any concern to be heard ; without devotion^ and 
without reverence. How then fhould they ex- 
peft to be heard, and delivered from danger ?— - 
If Chriftians did but know to what miferies thofe 
are abandoned, who are poffeffed with an unclean 
fpirit, they Would />r^j to be delivered from fuch 
a curfe with mQre concern than a man that afks to 
be delivered from perpetual flavery. 

But there is another means which God has 
appointed, that men may have no pretence for 
running into vices which muft certainly ruin them 
foul and body : and this is, a cbajie marriage.-^ 
" Marriage h honourable in all,'' faith the 
apoftlc, " and the bed undefiled ; but whore* 
mongers and adulterers God will judge." [Heb» 
xiii. 4. j Believe it, Chriftians, the lawful pro* 
vifion which God has made for thqfe that cannot 
contains the more^^^ the remedy is, the ipore 
Jevere will be their puniftiincnt, and the more 
difficult their pardon, who refufe to make ufe of 
it, and rather chafe their own abominabUi v^ays^^ 
to fatisfy their brutiih lufts. As for fuch.ag 

E have 
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have chofen this, remedy^ they hav6 all the obli-* 
gations to be content with fuch a merciful pro- 
yilion that Gad or man can lay upon them. It 
is God' s ordinance : they have folemnly vowed to 
obforye //>• it is plainly their intereft to do fo, aj 
they value either a quiet life^ or a peaceable con- 
Jcience: but, above all, as they hope for falvati^n. 
If we believe the facred Scriptures, they tell us 
exprefsly, that this fin leads direilly to hell; 
[Prov. vii. 27.] and everlajiing defiruhion is not 
10 be jejied with. 

To conclude : — Let this be ferioufly thought 
of; that all fins, and efpecially the fins ol forni- 
cation and adultery^ and fuch foul crimes^ will 
meet with a due reward, one time or other. If 
you fin againft the Lord^ yot^r fin xvill furely find 
you out. There is no hiding your crimes from 
God; no blotting them out of his remembrance; 
no efcaping his fevere juftice; he can bring evils 
upon you, when you leaft expeft them ; come 
upon you like an armed man, not to be refilled; 
deprive you of the deareft bleflings of your life, 
and make you " topoffefs theiniquitiesi of your 
youth." [Job xiii. 26.] Be perfuaded, there- 
fore, good Chriftians, to prevent your own mi- 
icry ; avoid temptations, mortify your corrupt 
affeflions, pray earneftly for grace, and grieve 
not the Holy Spirit by which you are fanftified; 
and you will efcape all thefe evils, and, what is 
worfe than all thefe, eternal death. 

And do thou, O God, rebuke the fpirit of 
inanuritv that is gone .out amongft us; preferve 

' ' - all 



A COMPANION FOR THE PRISONER. 75 

all tliofe that are yet undefiled from all Hlthinefs 
of flefh and fpirit; make us all watchful over 
ourfelves, and of thofe fins that do mod eafily 
befet us; that keeping ourfelves pure, as thy 
fervants ought to be; we may, when we come 
to die, be admitted into the Paradife of God^ 
where no impure thing can enter. Grant this^ 
O Heavenly Father, for Jefus Chrift's fake* 
Amen, Amen. 






SERMOK VIL 



ON THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 



m 



ExoD. XX. 15. 

Thou jhalt jtot fteai. 



UNDER the eighth commandmeiH is com- 
prehended our duty to our neighbour^ in refpcS 
of his worldly fubftance. And to explain it 
diftinftly, I mall endeavour to fhew, 

I. What it forbids: and 

II. What, by confequence, it requires. 

I. As to the former. The wickedness of 
mankind hath invented ways to commit fuch 
an aftonifhing variety of fins againft this com* 
mandment| that It is impoflible to reckon them 

£ 2. upi 
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up^ and dreadful to think of them. But moft, 
if not all of them, are fo manifeftly fins, that 
the lead reflettion is enough to make any one 
fenfible, how much he is bound confcientioufly 
to avoid them. And he, who defires to pre- 
ferve himfelf innocent, eafily may. 

The moft open and ihamelefs crime, of this 
fort, is robbery ; taking from another what is 
his, by force: which, adding violence agaiaft 
his perfon to invafion of his property, and 
making every part of human life unfafe, is a 
complicated tranfgreffion, of very deep guilt. 

The next degree is fecret theft : privately 
converting to our own ufe what is not our own. 
To do this in matters of great value, is confef- 
fediy pernicious wickednefs. And though it 
were only in what may feem a trifle, yet every 
man's right to the fmalleft part of what belongs 
to him is the fame, as to the largeft : and he ' 
ought no more to be wronged' of one, thaii of 
the other. Befides, little inftances of diflionefty 
caufe great difquict; make tlie fufferers diftrufU 
ful of all about them: fomctirfies of thofe, who 
are the fartheft from defervingit: make them 
apprehenfive continua^ly, that 4bme heavier in* - 
jury will follow. Andindeed almoft allolfendcr* 
begin \vith flight offences. More heinous ones 
would fl^iock them at firfl: ; but if they once 
allow ihemfelves in Icfler faults, they 'go on 
without reJuftance, by degrees, to worfe and 
worfe, till at laft they fcruple nothing. " Alwayg 
therefore beware of fmall fins. And always re- 
member, 
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member, that when any thing i$ comniitted to 
your care and trult, to be difhonett in that, is 
peculiarly bafe. 

But, bcfides what every body calls theft, 
there are many praQices, which amount indi- 
refclly to much the fame thing, however difguifed 
in the world under gentler names. Thus, in 
the way of trade an:i bufinefs : if the feller puts' 
off any thing for better than it is, by falfe affer- 
tions, or deceitful arts: if he takes advantage of 
the buyer's ignorance, or particular necefTuies, 
or good opinion of him, to infift on a larger 
price for it, than the current value ; or if he 
gives lefs in quantity than he proft^Hl^, or is 
Utlderftood to give : the frequency oi fome of 
tht^fe ihingH cannnt slti-r the hmiuiv of any of 
them : no one can be ignojalu that they are 
wrong, but fuch as are wiiruHy or very Ci;re- 
kfsly ignorant : and the declaration of fcripture 
againft the laft of them is extended, in the f^rae 
place, to every one of the reft. " Thou (iialt 
not have- in thy bag divers weights, a great and 
a fmall : thou Ihalt not have in thine houfe divers 
meafures, a great and a fmall. For all that do 
fuch things, and all that do unrighteoufly, are 
an abomination unto the Lord thy God." Deuti 
XXV. 13-^16. 

On the other Iiand : if the btiyer takes advan- 
tage of his own wealth; and the poverty or 
prefent diftrefs of the feller, to beat down the 
price of his merchandize beyond re^fon; or if 
be buys up the whole of a commodity, efpe-. 

E 3 • cially 
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cfally if it be a neceffary one, to make immo- 
derate gain of it ; or if he refufes or neglefcls to 
pay for what he has bought ; or delays his pay- 
ments beyond the time, within which, by agree- 
ment or the known courfe of traffic, they ought 
to be made : all fuch behaviour is downright 
injuftice and breach of God's law. For the 
rule is, "If thou felleft ought unto thy neigh- 
hour, or buyeft ought of thy neighbour's hand, 
ye fhall not opprefs one another." Lev. xxv. 

But, beCdes all thefe inftances of unxighteouf* 
nefs, there are many more that are frequent, in 
all kinds of contra£ls. Driving bargains, that 
we know are too hard; or infilling rigidly on 
the performance of them, after they appear to 
be fo : inaking no abatements, when bad times, 
or unexpeQed loffes, or other alterations of cir- 
cumftances, call fot them : not inquiring into 
the grounds of complaints, when there is a like- 
lihood of their beingjuft : throwing unreafonable 
burthens upon others, merely becaufe they dare 
not refufe them : keeping them to the "very 
words and letter of an agreement, contrary to 
the equitable intention of it ; or, on the other 
hand, alledging fome flaw and defed in form, to 
get loofe from an agreement, which ought to 
have been ftriflly obferved : all thefe things are 
grievous oppreflion. And though fome of them 
may not be in the leaft contrary to law, yet they 
are utterly irreconcileable with good confciencc. 
Human laws cannot provide for all cafes : and 

fumetimes 
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fometimes the vileft iniquities may be committed 
under their authority, and by their means. 

It is therefore a further lamentable breach of 
this commandment, when one perfon puts an- 
other to the charge and hazard of law unjuftly or 
needlefsly; or, in ever fo neceffary a law-fuit, 
occafions unneceflary expences, and contrives 
unfair delays : in fhort, wh^n any thing is done 
by either party ; by the counfel, that plead or 
advife in the caufe, or by the judge, who deter- 
mines it, contrary to real juftice and equity. 

Indeed when perfons, by any means whatever, 
withhold from another his right; either keeping 
him ignorant of it, or forcing him to unreafon- 
able coft or trouble to obtain it; this, in its pro- 
portion, is the fame kind of injury with Healing 
from him. To fee the rich and great, in thefe 
or any vays, bear hard upon the poor, is very 
dreadful : and truly it is little, if at all, lefs fo, 
when the lower fort of people are unmerciful^ 
as they are but too ©ften, one to another. For, 
as Solomon obferves, " A poor man that op- 
preffeth the poor, is like a fweeping rain, whiqh 
leaveth no food." Prov. xxviii. 3. But fuppofe 
it be a perfon ever fo wealthy, that is wronged ; 
ftill his wealth is his own, and no one can have 
more right to take the leaft part of it from him, 
without his confent, than to rob the roeaneft 
wretch in the world.' Suppofe it be a body 
or number of men ; fuppofe it to be the govern- 
ment, the pirblic that is cheated ; be it of more 
or lefs, be it of fo little as not to be fenfibly 

£ 4 miifed ; 
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nufled ; let the guilt be divided amongft ever fo 
many; let the praflice be ever fo cominpn; 
ilill it is the fame crime, however it may vary 
in degrees : and the rule is without exception, 
that *' no man go beyond, or defraud his brother 
in any matter." i TheflT. iv. 6. 

It furely fcai ce needs to be added, that what-^ 
ever things it is unlawful to do, it is alfo unlavy- 
ful to advife, encourage, help, or proteft others 
in doing : that buying, receiving, or concealing 
ftolen goods, knowing them to be fuch, is be- 
coming a partner in the ftealth : and that being 
anyway a patron, afliftant, or tool of injuftice, 
is no lefs evidently wrongs than being the im- 
mediate and principal agent in it, 

And as the wrongncfs of thcfe things it very 
plain, fo is the folly of them. Common rob-^ 
bers and thieves are the moft miferable fet of 
wretches upon earth: in perpetual danger, per- 
petual frights and alarms; obliged to fupport 
their fpirits by continual excelfes, which, after 
the gay madnefs of a few hours, deprefs .them 
to the moft painful lownefs; confined to the moft 
hateful and hellifli focicty ; very foon, generally 
fpeaking, i^etrayed by their deareft companions, 
or hunted out by vigilant officers ; then fhut up 
in horror, condemned to open fhame, if "not to 
an untimely death : and the more furely undonq 
for ever in the next life, the more infenfible they 
are of their fuff'erings and their (ins in this. 

Nor do they, of whofc guilt the law can take 
little or no cognizance, efcape a heavy and bitter 

felf. 
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felf-condemnation from time to time; nor ufu- 
ally the bad opinion of the world; which laft 
alone will frequently do them more harm, than 
any unfair praQices will do them good. But 
efpecially this holds in the middle and lower, 
which is vaftly the largerj part of mankind. 
Their livelihood depends chiefly on their cha- 
racter ; and their charafler depends on their, 
honefty. This will make amends for many 
other defefts ; but nothing will make amends 
for the want of this. Deceitful craft may feeni 
perhaps a (horter method of gain, than upright- 
nefs and diligence. But they^ who get wickedly^ 
fpend, for the moft part, foolifhly, perhaps 
wickedly too : and fo all that (tays by- them is 
their guilt. Or let them be ever fo cunning, 
and appear for a while to thrive ever fo faft; yetj 
remember the fayings of the wife king: ." An 
inheritance may be gotten haftily at the begin-, 
ning ; but the end thereof fliall not be bleffed." 
Prov.. XX. 21. '* Treafures of wickednefs profit 
nothing : but righteoufnefs- delivereth from- 
death." Prov. x. 2. " VVealthj gotten by va-r 
nity, (hall be diminifhed : but he, that gathereth 
by labour, fliall increafe." Prov; xiii. 11. Or^ 
fhould the profperity ,of perfons, who raife 
themfelves^^by ill means, laft as long as theii^ 
lives; yet their lives may be cut fhort. Foe' 
what the prophet threatens, often comes to pafa^i 
and is. always to b/e feared: " He th^it getteth 
riches, and not by right, Ihall leave ,|ljeai in thgt 
midil of his days, and at his end fl%idl.<be a: 

E 5 *. *' I ^ fool,?; 
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fool." Jer. xvii. ii. But fliould his days be 
c^ctend^d to the utmoft ; yet " the finner, an 
hundred years old, Ihall be accurfed." Ifa. Jxv. 
20. For " the unrighteous fhall not inherit the 
kingdom of God:" i Cor. vi. 9, but " tjie Lord 
is the avenger of all Tuch." 1 ThefT. iv. 6. 

Let every one therefore confider ferioufly, in 
the firft place, what this commandment forbids; 
and abftain from it. Though he fare more 
hardly; thougji he lay up lefs; though he be 
defpifed for his confcientioufnefs, provided it 
be a reafonable one; furely it is well worth 
while to bear thefe things, rather' than injure our 
felIowK:reatures, and offend our Maker. 
But let us now proceed to confider, 
IL What the commandment before us, by 
confequence, requires. And, . 

i. It requires reftitution of whatever we havt, 
at any time, unjuftly taken or detaii^ed. For, 
that being in right not our own, but another's, 
keeping it is continuiltg and carrying on the in- 
joftice. Therefore the .prophet Ezekiel makea 
it anieicpre^.|^ndnion of forgivenefs : ** If the 
wicked reftt)re 4he pledge, and give again that 
he h*^d robbe^; then he fhall furely live, he fhall 
not die^" Ezek.' xxxiii. i5. Nor was it till Zac- 
cheus had engaged to reftore amply what he had 
extorted from anyone, that our Saviour declared, 
•* This day is falvation come to this houfe." 
Luke xix.> 8^ 9. So that to think of r^ifing 
wealth by fraud, and then growing honeft, is 
the fiUkft [(tipokcin the world : for till we have 

returned, 
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returned, or offered to rcturji, as far as we can,. 
ail that we have gotten by our fraud, we are not 
honeft. Nay, fuppofe we have fpent and fquan- 
dered if, ftill we remain debtors for h. Nay, 
(uppofe we got nothing, fappofe we meant to 
get nothing, by any wicked contrivances, m 
which we have been concerned ; yet if wc have 
c:aufbd another's lofs, any lofs for which money 
is a proper compenfation; what we ought never 
to have done, we ought to undo as foon and aa 
completely as we are able, however we ftraiteit 
ourfelves by it; otherwife we come fliort of 
making the amends which njay juftly beexpefled 
from us : and while £o important a part of re- 
pentance is wanting, to demonftrate the fincerity 
of the jcft, we cannot hope to be accepted with 
God, 

2. This commandment alfo requires induftry : 
without which, the generality of perfons cannot 
maintain themfctves honeftly. Therefore St. 
Paul direds : " Ijk him (hat ftole, fteal no more : 
but rather let him" (and certainly, by confe- 
quence, ev6ry one elfe that needs) " labour, 
working with his hands the thing which is good.*^ 
Eph. iv, 28. ' And each of them is to labour, 
not only for himfelf, but his family alfo, if he 
hath one: both for their prefent, and, ifpof- 
fible, their future maintenance, in cafe of fick- 
nefs, accident, or old age. For as they, wha 
belong to him, have, both by nature and b^ 
law, a claim to fupport from him, if they need 
^/and he can give it; neglefciing to make due 

E 6 provifion 
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provifion for them is wronging them; and throw-, 
ing either them or himfelf upon others, when 
he may avoid it^ or however might have avoided 
it by proper diligence, is wronging others. For 
which reafon the fame ^po^lc commanded Yik^-^ 
wife, '^ that if any one would not work, neither 
fliould he eat." 2 Theff. iii. 10. 

In order to be juft therefore, be induftrious^ 
and doubt not but you will find it, after a while 
at leafty by much the moft comfortable, as well 
as chriflian, way of getting a livelihood.. It is 
a way,, that no one ought to^think beneath him. 
For " better h he that laboureth^ and aboundeth 
in all things, than he that boafletb himfelf^ and 
wanteth bread." Ecclus. x* 27. " It is the be ft 
prefervative that can be, from bad cpmpany and 
bad courfes. It procures the good will and good 
word of mankind. It exempts peffons, from the 
contempt and reproa;ch of which thofe have 
bitter experience, who make a dependent ftste 
their choice. " Bagging J^ fweet in the mouth 
of the fhamelefs : but in bis belly there fhall. 
barn a fire." Ecclus. xl. 30. Very different 
from this, is the cafe of the induftrious. Their 
minds Jvre at eafe: their bodies are ufually 
healthy : their time is employed as they know it 
Jhould be : what they get, they enjoy with a> 
good corifcience, and it wears well. Nor do only 
the fruits of their labour delight. them : but even 
labour itfelf becomes pleafant to them. 

3. Frugality muft be joined with induftry :. 

clfe it will all be labour in vain* For unwife 

S cxpenfive**^ 
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cxpenfivenefs will diffipate whatever the utmoft 
diligence can acquire. But if idlenefs be added 
to extravagance, that brings on quick ruin. And 
if intemperance and debauchery go along with 
them, the cafe is then come to its extremity. 
Every one therefore, who defires to approve 
himfelf honeft, fhould be careful to live v^ithia 
the bounds of his incomCj fo as to have fomc- 
thing in readinefs againft the time of inability 
and unforefeen events. But they who have, or 
defign to have families, ftiould endeavour u> 
live a good deal within thofe bounds. And 
whoever fpends upon himfelf, or throws away 
upon any other perfca or thing, *more than he 
can prudently afford, will be led, before he is 
aware, to diftrefs himfelf, perhaps, many more; 
and be too probably driven at laft to repair, as 
well as he can, by wickednefs, the breaches, 
'which he hath made by folly. 

4, This ^commandment requires in the laft 
place, that we neither deny ourfelves, nor thofe 
who belong to us, what is fit for.our and their 
ftation, which U one kind of robbery ; nor omit 
to relieve the poor according to our ability, 
which is another kind. For whatever we enjoy 
of worldly plenty is given us in truft, that we 
fhould take our own fhare witb moderation, and 
diftribute out of the remainder with liberality. 
And as they^ who have but littlcj will, moft or 
all of them, at one time or other, find thofe 
who have lefs; very few, if any, are exempted 
from giving fom'e alms. And whoever eithei: 

peniirioufly 
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penurioufly or thoughtlefely neglefts his proper 
Ihare of this duty, is unjuft to his Maker and 
fellow-creatures too. For the good^ which God 
hath placed in our hands for the poor, is un- 
doubtedly, as the Scripture declares it, " their 
due.'* He hath given them no right to feize it : 
but he hath bound us not to " withhold'* it 
from them. Prov, iii. 27. 

And now, Jiaving finiihed the two heads pro- 
pofed, I fhall only add, that by obferving thefe 
directions from a principle of'chriftian faith;, 
and teaching all under our care to obferve them 
from the fame; the poor in this world may be 
•* rich towards God:" Luke xii. 21. and the 
rich may " treafure up in ftore for themfelves a 
good foundation againft the time to come," 
which will enable them to " lay hold on eternal 
life/' 1 Tim. vi. ig. 



^ 



SERMON VIIL 

•N THE NINTH COMMANDMENT, 



Exodus xx, 16. 



TbvH Jhaltn9t hear falfe witne/s againft thy neigh- 

ionr. 

THE crime, at which thefe words principally 
and mod exprefsly point, is, giving falfe evi- 
dence 
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dencc in any caufe or trial And as, in fuqh 
cafes, evidence hath always been given upon 
oath ; this commandment, To far, is the fame 
with the third: only thfre, perjury is forbidden, 
as impiety againft God : here, as injurious to 
men. Now we are guilty of this fin, if, in 
bearing witnefs, v^e affirm that we know or be- 
lieve any thing, which we do not; or deny that 
we know or believe any thing, which we do, or 
either affirm or deny more pofitively, than we 
have good grounds. Nay, if we only ftifle, 
by our filence, any fa6l, which h material^ 
though we are not examined particularly about 
it j ftill when we have fworn in general to fpeak 
the whole truth, we bear falfe witncfs, if we de- 
fignedly avoid it; efpecially after being alked, if 
we are able to fay any thing befides, relative to 
the point in queftion* For hiding a truth may 
as totally miilesld thofe who are to judge, as 
telliug an untruth. Indeed, if by any means 
whatever, we difguife thfe real ftate of the cafe, 
inftead of relating it in the faireft and plaineft; 
manner thAt we can; we evidently tranfgrefs the 
intent of this -commandment. And by doing 
it, the good name, the property, the livelihood, 
the life of an innocent perfon may be taken away; 
the advantages of fociety defeated, nay, perverted 
into mifchieft, aanl the very bonds of it diflblved* 
Therefore the rule of the Mofaic law is : " If a 
falfe witnefs rife up againft any man, and teftify 
againfl his brother Aat which is wrong; then 
&all ye do unto him, as he had thought to have 

done 
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done unto his brother, and thine eye fliall not, 
pity." Deut. xix. 16 — 21. With us indeed, the 
punifhment extends not fo far. But however 
mild fuch perfon may find the penahies of hu- 
man laws to be, or how artfully foever they may 
eva^ethem; God hath declared: ** A falfewit- 
nefs {hall not be linpunilhed^: and he that fpeak- 
eth lies, (hall not efcape." Prov. xix. 5. 

The commandment faith only, that we fliall 
not bear falfe witnefs agdiinft our neighbour: but 
in effeft it binds . us equally not to bear falfe 
witnefs for him. For in all trials of property,, 
bearing witnefs for one party is bearing witnefs 
againft the*bther. And in all trials for crimes,, 
falfe evidence, to the advantage of die perfon. 
accufed, is to the difc^dvantage and ruin of right, 
and truth, of public fafety and peace; by con- 
cealing and.encouraging what ought to be de* 
teftedan^ punifhed. 

It being thus criminal tQ bear falfe witnefs; it 
muft be criminal alfo to draw peifons ijita the 
Commiflion of fo great, a fin^ by gifts, or prbr 
mifes, or threatenings, or any other method, 
And^. in its degree,, it muft be criminal to bring 
a falfe accufation,^ or falfeaftion againft any one;. 
or to make any fortx)f demand, for which thefp 
fc no reafonable ground. 

Nay further, however favourably perfons arc 
apt to think of the defendant's fide;, yet to de- ^ 
fend ourfelve^ againft juftice, or even to delay it 
by unfair methods, is very wicked. For it 
ought to take place; and. the fooner, the better*.^ 

Still,, 
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Still, both the profeflbrs of the law, and others, 
may unqueftionably fay an4 do, for a doubtful 
or a bad caufe, whatever cah be faid with truth, 
or done with equity : for othei*wife it might 
be thought ftiU worfe than* it is; and treated 
worfe than it deferves. But if they do, in 
any caufe, what in reafon ought flot to be 
done: if they ufe or fuggeft indirefl methods 
of defeating the intent of law; if, by falfe colours 
and gloffes, by terrifying or confounding wit* 
neffes, by calumniating or ridiculing the adverfe 
party, they endeavour to make juftice itfelf an 
inftrument for patronizing injufticej this is 
" turning judgtftem into gall," lis the Scripture 

expriflVft it, ^^ and thi fruit of righf^oufneffl into 
hemlockr" Amoi vi. la. 

But in ft ftill higher degree is jt fo, if judges 
or jurymen are influenced, in giving their feor 
tence or verdift, by intereft^ relation, friendfhip^ 
hatred, compaflion, party ; by any thing, but the 
nature of the cafe, as it fairly appears to them, 
Fordefignedly making a falfe determination, is 
completing all the mifchief, which bearing falfe 
witnefs only attempts. And, in a word, who- 
ever any way promotes what is wrong, or ob- 
ftrufls what is right, partakes in the fame fin : 
be it. cither of the parties, their evidences or 
agents ; bQ it the highefl magiflrate, or the 
lowefl officer^ 

But perfons may break this commandment, 
opt only in judicial proceedings; but, often full 
»s grievoufly, in common difcourfe; by raifin^, 

fpreading, 
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fprcading, or countenancing falfe reports againft 
others; or fucb, as they have no fufficientcaufe 
to think true; which is the cafe, in part at leaft, 
of moft reports : by mifrepr^fenting their cir- 
cumftanccs in the world to their prejudice ; or 
fpeaking, without foundation, to the difadvantage 
of their perfons, underftandings, accompli/h- 
ments, temiyer, or conduft; whether charging 
them with faults and imperfect ions, which do 
not belong to them ; or talcing from them good 
qualities and recommendations, which do; or 
aggravating the former, or diminifliing the latter: 
determining their charafters from a fingle bad 
a6tion or two; fixing ill. names on things, which 
are really virtuous or innocent in them; imputfng 
their laudable behaviour to blameable or worthlefs 
motives: making no allowance for the depravity 
orweaknefs of human nature, ftrength of temp- 
tation, want of inftruQion, wicked infinuations, 
vicious examples. And in all ihefe ways, per- 
fons may b^ injured, either by open public after- 
tions ; or more dangeroufly perhaps, by fecret 
whifpers, which they have no opportunity of 
contradifting. The fcandal may be accompa- 
nied with ftrong expreffions of hoping it is not 
true, or being very forry for it ; and warm de- 
clarations of great good will to the party, whom 
it concerns : all which may ferve only to give it a ' 
more unfufpefled credit. Nay, it may be conveyed 
veryefFeftuallyin dark hints, expreffive geftures, 
or even afFefled filcnce. And thefc, as they 
iriay be equally mifchievous, are not lefs wicked, 

for 
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for being more cowarc^Jy^ and more artful, mc- 
iliods of defamation. * , 

Further yet: fpeaking pr intimating things 
to any perfon's difadvahtage, though they be 
true, IS feldom innocent. For it ufually pro* 
ceeds from bad principles : revenge, envy, ma- 
lice, pride, cenforioufnefs ; unfair zeal for fome 
private or party intereft; or at beft, from defire 
of appearing to know more than others, or mere 
impertinent fondnefs of talking. Now thefe are 
wretched motives for publifhing what will be 
hurtful to one of our brethren. Sometimes in- 
deed bad characters and bad aftions ought to be 
known: but much oftener not, or not to all the 
world, or not by our means. And we have need 
to be very careful from what inducements we aft 
in fuch a cafe. Sometimes again things arc 
known already : or foon will be known, let us 
be ever fo filent about them : and then, to be 
fure, we are more at liberty. But even then, 
to take pleafure in relating the faults of others is 
by no means right. And to reveal them, when 
they can be hid, unlefsavery confidcrable reafon 
require it, is extremely wrong. ' 

Indeed we fhould be cautious, not only what 
harm, but what good we fay of others. For 
fpeaking too highly of their charafters or cir- 
cumftances, or praifing them in any refpeQ: be- 
yond truth, is bearing falje witnefs about them, 
which may fometimes turn againft them ; and 
may often mifleid thofe, to whom we exalt 
them thus ; and produce grievoufly bad confe** 

quences 
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quences of many kinds. But the other is'miich 
the moie common, and ufuall-y the more hurtful^ 
extreme. 

We all think it-an injury, in the tendered party 
^vhen bad impreflions are made on others con- 
cerning u&; and therefore ftiould eonfcientioUifly 
avoid doing the fame injury to others. Making 
them defignedly, withoiK caufe, is inexcufc^le 
wickednefs. And even where we intend na 
harmj we may do a great deal. Whatever 
hurts, in any refpeQ, the reputation. of perfonsy 
always gives them great pain, and often doth| 
them great prejudice, even in their mpffi impor- 
tant concerns. For indeed almoft every thing 

in this world d^pend» on chara£igf» AtKl when 
onee that h^th fufgf^d in imputdiian) for the 
moft part, neither the pcrfons calumniated, be 
they ever fo innocent, can recover it completely 
by their own endeavours, nor the pcrfons who 
have wronged them, be they ever fo defirous, 
reftore it fully to its former ftate, though cer- 
tainly they, who rob others of their good name, 
or even without defign afperfe it, are full as 
much bound to make reftitution for that, as for 
any other damage, which they caufc. But were 
ihey not to hurt at all the perfon againfl: whom 
they fpeak, flill they hurt themfelves,. and lefTen 
their porwer of doing' good ia the world; they 
often hurt their innocent families by the provo- 
cations which they give ; they grieve their 
friends; they fet a mifchicvous example,in fo- 
ciety i ajulr if they profi^fs any religion, bring a 

dreadful 
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dreadful reprdach upon it, by a temper and be- 
haviour fo juftly hateful to mankind. 

It will eafily be anderftood, that, next to the 
raifers and fpreaders of ill reports, they who en- 
courage perfons of that kind, by hearkening to 
them with pleafure, and by readinefs of belief 
in what they fay, contradi6l the intention of this 
commandment. Indeed we ought, far from 
countenancing fcandal and detraftion, to exprefs, 
in all proper ways, our diflike of it ; (hew the 
uncertainty, the improbability, the falfehood, if 
we can, of injurious rumours; oppofe the di'. 
vulging even of truths that' are uncharitable; 
and fet a pattern of giving every one his juft 
praife. 

It muft now be obferved further, that though 
undoubtedly thofe falfehoods are theworft, which 
hurt others the moil diie6tly, yet falfehoods in 
general are hurtful and wrong. And theieforc 
lying; all ufe either of words or aftions o^kiiown 
fettled import, with purpofe to deceive, is un« 
lawful. And thofe offences of this kiird, which 
may fecm the mod barmlefs, have yet commonly 
great evil in them. Lying deftroys the very 
end of fpeech, and leads us into perpetual miP- 
takes, by the very' w^eans which God intended 
ihould lead us into truth. It puts an end to all 
the 'pleafure, all the benefit, all the fafety of 
converfation» Nobody can know, on what or 
whom to depend. For if one perfon may lie, 
why not another ? and at this rate, nojuftice 
xan be^ done, no wickednefs be prevented or 

puni(hed| 
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puniQied, no ^bulineCs go forward. All thefe 
mifchiefs 'will equally follow, whether untruths- 
be told in a grofs barefaced manner, or difguifed 
under equivocations, quibbles, and evaiions. 
The fin therefore is as great in one cafe as the 
other. And it is fo great in both, that no fuf- , 
ficient excufes can ever be made for it in either, 
though feveral are often pleaded. ' 

Many perfons imagine, that, when they have, 
committed a fault, it is very pardonable to con- 
ceal it under a lie. But fome faults ought not 
to be concealed at all; and none by this method : 
which ,is committing two, inftead of one ; and 
the fecond not uncommonly worfe than thefirft. 
An ingenuous confeflipn will be likely, in moft 
cafes, to procure an eafy pardon : but a lie is a 
monftrous aggravation of an offence ; and per- 
fifting in a lie can very hardly be forgiven. But 
above all, if any perfons, to hide what they have 
done amifs themfelves, are fo vile as to throw 
the blame or the fufpicion of it upon another^; 
this is the height of wickednefs. And therefore 
particularly all children and fervants, who are 
chiefly tempted to excufe themfelves by telling 
falfehoods, ought to undergo any thing, rather 
than be guilty of fuch a fin. And on the other 
hand, all parents, mailers, and miftrefles, ought 
to beware of punilhing them too feverely for 
their other offences; left they drive them into a 
habit of this terrible one. 

Some again plead for making free with truth, 
that they do it only in jeft. But thcfe jefts of 

theirs 
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theirs often occaficfn great uneafinefs and dif- 
quiet; and fomedmes other very ferious bad 
confequences. The Scripture therefore hath 
pafled a fevere cenfure upon them. '* As a 
madman, who cafieth fire-brands, ^rrojvs, and 
death ; fo is the man that deceiveth his neigh- 
bour, and faith, Aiil I not in fport ?'* Prov^ 
XX vi. 185 ig^ To give another perfon vexation, 
or make him appear contemptible, though in a 
flight in(tance, is by no means innocent fport. 
And befides, to fpeak falfehood on any occafion 
is a dangerous introdu6lion to fpeaking it on 
more, if not all, occafions. For if fo trifling 
a motive as a jeft will prevail on us to violate 
truth, h6w can we be expefted to withftand 
more weighty temptati6ns ? 

However, it may perhaps at leaft be thought, 
that lying, to prevent mifchief and do good, 
muft be permitted. But the Scripture exprcfsly 
forbids us to " do evil, that good may come." 
Rom. iii* 8. And they, who allow themfelves 
in it, will ufually be difcovered and lofe their 
end : or, if not, will never know where to flop* 
They will be enticed by degrees to think every 
thing good, that ferves their turn, let otherg 
think it ever fo bad : thofe others again will 
think themfelves authorizjed by fuch examples 
to take the fame liberties; and thus all truft and 
probity will be loft amongft men : a much greater 
evil, than any good, which falfehood may do 
now and then, will ever compenfate. 

And 
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And if telling lies, even from thefe plaufiblc 
inducements, be fo bad, what muft it be, when 
they proceed from lefs excufable ones, as defire 
of promoting our own intereft, or that of our 
party : and how completely deteftable, when we 
are prompted to them by malice, or undue re- 
fcntment, or any other totally wicked principlel 

Nor is the praftice Jefs imprudent thart it is 
unlawful. Some indeed lye to raife their cha- 
rafters, as others do to gain their points. But 
both aft very abfurdly. For they mifs of their 
purpofe entirely, as foon as they are found out : 
and all liars are found out; immediately, for the 
moft part; hut in a while, without fail. And 
after that, every body defpifes and hates them : 
even when they fpeak truth, nobody knows how 
to credit them : and fo, by aiming wickedly at 
fome little advantage for the piefent, they put 
themfelves fooliflUy under the greatefl: difadvan* 
tage ia the world ever after. '* The lip of truth 
fhall be eftabliflied for ever; but a lying tongue 
is but for a moment.** Prov. xii. ig. Be- 
ware then of the le^fl: beginning of a praftice 
that will be fure to end ill. For if you venture 
upon falfliood at all, it will grow upon you^ 
and entangle you.; and bring you -to Ihame, to 
punifhment, to ruin. And, befides what you 
will fufFer by it here, your portion, unlefs you 
repent very deeply, and amend very thoroughly, 
will be with the father of lies hereafter* For 
<Mnto'* the heavenly ^* Jerufalem ihall in no 
wife enter whofoever worketh abomination, or 

maketh 
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makelh a lie." Rev. xxi. 27. - " Lying lips are 
an abomination to the Lord : but they, that deal 
trulv, are his deli^^ht.'^ Prov. xii. 22. 

There is yet another fort of falfehood, often 
full as bad as affirming what we do not think : 
I mean, promifing what we do not intend; or 
what we negleft afterwards to perform, fo foon 
or fo fully, as. we ought. Whoever hath pro* 
mifed, hath madehimfclf a debtor: and, unlefs 
he be pun6tual in his payment, commits aH in« 
juftice; which m many cafes may be of very 
pernicious confequence. 

Now in order to fecure this great point of 
fpeaking truth : befides coafidcring carefully and 
frequently the before-mentioned evils of departs- 
ing from it, we fhould be attentive alfo to mo* 
derate the quantity of our difcourfe, left we fall 
into falfehood unawares. For " in the multitude 
of words there wanteth not fin : but he that re* 
fraineth his lips, is wife." Prov. x. 19. Per- 
fwns, who fuffer themfelves to run on heedlefsly 
in talk, juft as their prefent humour difpofes 
them, or the prefent company will be befl 
pleafed; or who will fay almolt any thing, rather 
than fay nothing; muft be perpetually tranf. 
grefCngfome of the duties comprehended under 
this commandment ; which yet it is of the utmoil 
importance not to tranfgrefs. ^ For, with refpeft 
to the concerns of this workl, '* He that loveth 
life, and would fee good days,, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil ; and his lips, that they 
fpeak no guile.'' Pfalm xx^iv. 12, 13, T^nd, 

I^ as 
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as to our eternal ftate in thenext, *' If any man 
feem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, 
that man's religion is vain." James i. 26. 



SERMON IX. 

ON THE INFLUENCE OF EVIL COMPANY. 



1 Cor. XV. 33, 

"^ £e mt deceived : evil communications corrupt good 



manners. 



WERE there any inclined to queftion this 
nbfervation, which was proverbial even before 
the days of the apoftle, the unhappy circle, 
which appears around me, would too furely con- 
firm its truth. Society, which oiFers happinefs 
to thoufands, by a mutual intercourfe of good 
offices, abounds alfo with innumerable dangers 
to thoie who know not, or are not willing, pro- 
perly to apply its gifts. All the fweet comforts 
of focial life, the charms of friendfhip, and even 
of domeftic blifs itfelf, inftead of working toge- 
ther for good, produce, by an improper <^ppli* 
cation of them, a dangerous and deadly evil. 
Thus from the fweeteft flowers and faireft fruit, 
is extra&ed. the moft fubile and penetrating. 



poiiOn, 
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Were I to apply feparately to each of this au* 
dience, and enquire — What was the firft caufe of 
•their departure from virtue ? — I doubt not but I 
•fliould be informed, that it arofe from too great 
a fondnefs for fociety, and the influence of bad 
companions. Shrink not, my brethren, when I , 
call to your remembrance thofc tempters, that 
have feduced you to fin, that lured you by falfe 
promifes from your peaceful homes, and have 
Idft you to figh out many a melancholy hour, 
either under the pangs of punifliment, or in the 
\%^ gloomy confinement of a prifon* Such recol- 
leftions, though they cannot be made without 
horror, are yet falutary and proper. They trace 
the ftream of evil back to its fource, and reftore 
^ the powers of the mind which were enervated by 
drinking thefe bitter waters. 

Some of you perhaps can recolleft the time, 
when you lived foberly in your father's houfe, 
when your fond parents gave you daily leflbns of . 
virtue, and with tears intreated you to be " faith- 
ful unto death." You may remember too the 
hour, the fatal hour, when you withdrew your- 
felves from your kind inftruftors, when you went 
into a far country, like the prodigal in the pa- 
rable, [Luke XV.] and with feducing companions 
confumed your little means " in riotous living/* 
Others of you may remember, not perhaps your 
firft inclination to fin, for you may have been 
early trained in thofe deceitful paths ; but your 
memories doubtlefs will fupply you with this ob- 
fervation, that company of the bafeft fort hath 
often led you to crimes, which you would not 

F ^ otherwife 
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otherwife have com'miued. So true is it, that 
" evil communications" not only" corrupt good 
manners," but prevent thofe, that would reform, 
from " bringing forth the peaceable fruits oF 
righteoufnefs." 

Your prefent.fituation is calculated to correft 
thefe bad confequenccs of evil fociety. Pro- 
bably no other opportunity, certainly no better, 
will prefent itfelf to you, for fetting your fouls 
in order, and turning to the Lord with all your 
hearts. I fhall therefore, in compliance with my 
duty and your neceffities, make feme pbferva- 
tions on thofe vices of fociety, which have re- 
moved you from comfort to diftrefs, from tran- 
quillity to defpair. ^ 

Need I mention as the firft of thefe, and the . 
root of numerous evils, the vice of drunkennefs ? 
Seduced into the commiflion of this vite by fo- 
ciety, too many continue to praflife it, till in- 
evitable ruin purfues all their footfteps. Your 
families — how (hall I mention them ? — without 
being partakers of your crimes, arc partakers 
of your misfortunes. - Drowned by the repeti- 
tion of intemperance, is every feeling of your 
nature. You arc neither fenfible of the filent 
forrow of the innocent partner of your cares, 
nor the more clamorous grief of your imploring 
offspring. All are involved in one common 
ruin. Your daily occupations no longer intereft 
you. Their failure cuts off the fupplyofyour 
intemperance, and in one fatal moment you 
commit a crime, which for ever involves you in 

mifery. 
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mifery. Toojuft a reprefentation is this pifture 
of many of your lives. Look upon it, and 
fhrink at its deformity. Think not, as too 
many do, to excufe your faults by pleading that 
they were committeid in a (late of intoxication. 
The law of God, as well as man, confiders this 
as an aggravation of the offence : and a cele- 
brated lawgiver once enafted, that " he who 
committed a crime, when drunk, fhould receive 
a double punifhment, one for the crime itfclf, and 
the other for the drunkennefs which prompted 
him to commit it." 

Surely, in this affetnbly, there muft be fone, 
I would to God I could not add, many^ who have 
too much occafion to grieve at the recollection 
of having fo freely indulged themfelves in the 
praftice of this vice. Was the enjoyment of 
good company your intention ? Mifcrably have 
you been deceived. For, " Who hath woe ? 
Who hath forrow ? Who hath contentions ? Who 
hath babblings? Who hath wounds without caufe? 
Who hath rednefs of eyes ? They that tarry 
long at the wine" {Prov, xxiii. 29, 30.] with the 
companions of their intemperance. Health, too, 
departs from the poifoned cup, and a mind as 
degenerate as the body is feeble, crowns the 
banquet of the drunkard. In fuch a courfe of 
living, how can any of the duties of a reafonablc 
nature be performed with propriety ? How can 
the Maker of Man, and Aathor of the Utiiverfe, 
be adored as he ought ? How can we comfort 
and affift our neighbour ? How can we refpeft 

F3 , or 
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or revermce o\ix{q\\cs ? Drunkennefs, therefore, 
is a vice ^hich unfits us for living in this world, 
and takes away ail hopes, all rational hopes, of 
the other. 

On this foundation, how many other offences 
are built ? Offences, like fo many fteps, leading 
gradually to deftruftion.. Yet how can we 
wonder at thefe confequences, when the" reafon 
of a man is lulled afleep, all traces of iuflru£lioa 
and Chriftian information are eradicated, and the 
propenfities of mere animal nature alone are 
fttffered to prevail ? Then be no longer deceived 
• — call your ways to remembrance— and while 
you are ihut out from fociety, correft thofe vices 
which you learned in it from your profligate 
companions. CorreA that contempt which yoa 
have too long indulgedyj?r the worjbip andfervice 
rf Almighty God. Think with horxor oq the 
profane language you have ufed, when, inflamed 
with wine, religion and things facred have been 
the fubjefcls of your converfation. What fliall 
we fay to the habituaiyk^^^r^fr ? to him who never 
mentions God without blafplieraing his name ? 
Or how fliall we hear the meek and holy Jelus 
called upon as a fpe£iator of riot, and witnefs 
to a Ke? How fliall we bear that lewd and oh^ 
fcene difcourfe which is too common where druo- 
kennefs abounds ? In your prefent iituation, of- 
fences of this nature cannot but ftrike vou with 
the greateft force ; however you may have de- 
fpifed things ferious and facred, in the day df 
difljpation, and in the fulnejs of breads in this 

hour 
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hourof refleftion you muft look upwards to the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, for, at this time^ 
you feel yourfelves in want of his proteftion. 
At this hour, when you are expecling the inflic- 
tions of Juftice, you muft reverence that revela- 
tion, which brings a Saviour to your view, by 
whofe merits and interceffion only, you can hope 
for falvation. No longer, then, indulge your- 
felves in blqfpbemies zx\A profane jefts^ no longer 
ufe your tongue, which was made to blefs the 
Lord, for the purpofes of deceiving and injuring 
your neighbour, or in impious converfation ; but 
remember, that the Gofpel exprefsly informs 
you, that *' by thy words thou fhalt be juftified^ 
and by thy words tbou fhak be condemned/* 
Matt. xii. 37. 

And if difcmrfes thus offend, whaj feall wc 
fey to realoBs of Uwdnefs and debauchery ? Some, 
perhaps, of this audience will acknowledge, tha( 
as well as drunkennefs, intemperance of this na« 
ture hath brought them to this place. A de- 
fcription from the writings of Solomon will fpeak 
all that I would wifh to fay upon this head.— -^ 
*' I beheld among the fimple ones, I difcerncdl 
aaiong the youths, a young man void of under- 
ftanding. And behold there met him a womai^ 
with the attir6 of an harlot, and fubtle of heart* 
With . her much fair fpeech fhe caufed him to 
yield, with the flattering of her lips (he forced 
him. He goeih after her ftraightway, as an 03C 
goeth to the' (laughter, or as a fool to the cor- 
redion of the ftpcks : till a dart ftrike through 

F 4 his 
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his liver, as a bird hafteth to the fnare, and 
knoweth not that it is for his liFe:" [Prov. vfi. 
1, &c.] — for his life indeed ! The train of difmal 
confequences, attendant on fuch a connexion, 
is too melancholy almoft for refleftifcn. And if 
any of you, unhappy fojourners in thishoufe of 
forrow ! have but too much reafon to regret that 
you have fallen viftims before this Ihrine, let tears 
and prayers endeavour to expiate your offences, 
looking ftcdfaftly towards him, " who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity.** Hab. i. 13* Into 
heaven nothing that dcfileth can enter. The (pi- 
ritual nature of that kingdom is unfit for ftiofe, 
that love impurity, and rejoice in the indulgence 
of licentious aftions. Remember, therefore, 
before it be too late, that " neither drunkards, 
nor adulterers, nor fornicators, nor unclean per- 
' fons, can have any inheritance in the kingdom 
of Chrift and of God." 1 Cor. vi. 9. 

There is yet another vice I fhall mention, 
which originates in evil communicatims^ corrupts 
tbebeft manners^ and deftroys the largeft fortunes 
and the moil generous difpofitions. After having 
given this account of its effefts, will it be ne- 
ceffary to fay, that gaming is the fault I would 
condemn ? The gamefter, in general, cannot 
plead in his cxcufe, the gratification of fenfual 
paflions. Cool aYid collcfted he purfues his way, 
nor ftops his career, till he is obliged to do fo 
by inevitable ruin and deftruftion. Then mad-> 
nefs and defpair fucceed; and his miferablelife 
is ended amidft the groans of difappointed am- 
bition, 
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bition, and the pangs of a wounded confcience* 
Argument is lefs neceffary on this fubjeft, where 
fo many fatal examples offer themfelve^ to our 
view. What fills our prifons and our hofpitals ? 
The (hadows of men once gay and thoughtlefs, 
whofe incomes were not equal to their extrava^* 
gance, who, endeavouring by unlawful nieans to 
enrich themfelves, have fallen facrifices to their 
idol, and have nothing now to fhew, but healtit 
deftroyed by dilBpation, and fortunes made 
bankrupt by their vices. 

Of the miferable ftraights to which men are 
reduced hy drunkenne/s^licentioufnefs^ and gaming^ 
many of you, my unhappy brethren, are me- 
lancholy witneffes. From one or other, or per- 
haps all of thefe caufes, for they are all united 
in one band of iniquity, you have been removed 
from happy homes, and are now ^^ fad bound iti< 
mifery and iron." The hiftory of your erime;^ 
which I have begun I muft purfue, though the 
recolle6tion may wound every fibre of your 
hearts. Yet you muft know, that the end of 
correftion is happinefs ; for " no chaftening for 
the prefent feemeth to be joyous, but grievous, 
neverthelefs it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteoufnefs, unto them whicb are exercifed 
thereby.'* Heb. xii. ii. 

Were it rcprefented to a man, at his fiyft en- 
trance on a courfe of fin, that he would rife by 
degrees to the commiffion of the greatcft enor- 
mities, it is probable the yet unextinguifhed 
fpiritof natural virtue would prompt him to ew 

F 5, claim 
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claim with Hazael, " Ana I adog, that I fliould 
do this thing?'* 2 Kings viii, 13* Experience, 
however, teaches that fuch is the ftate of human 
life, and too many inftances have we even in 
this affembly, to doubt for a moment the truth 
of the affertion. When the drunkard firft be- 
gins to apply himfelf to intemperance, when the 
man of pleafure, as he is called, follows'without 
fufpicion the intricate windings of the ftrange 
wzman^ when the gamefter endeavours to relieve 
an occafional diftrefs, by running the hazard of 
the die; each of them would loudly refent any 
reflection on their honor or their honefty, and 
difdain the idea, that their condud, by a (Iraight 
eourfe, leads to theft, to robbery, to murder. 
Yet all of thefe dreadful confequences have ari fen 
from beginnings of no greater fize than thefe. 
It is an old obfervation, that no man arrives at 
once at the height of wicUednefs. Cautious^ 
therefore, fliould he tread, when be firft ventures 
into the ocean of fin, for his next fooiftep may 
plunge him into a pit of deftruftion, from whence 
he will never be delivered. 

The hiftory of the life of almoft every of- 
fender commences with a recital of fm«Jl tranf- 
greffions. To fupply thofe neceffities, created 
by idlenefs and a profligate manner of living, he 
pilfers and purloins whatever accident throws in 
his way. The admonitions of parents and friends 
he difregards, the obfervation of the fabbatb 
and public inflrudion he totally neglefls. Com- 
panions, as diflblute as himfelf^ encourage him 

in 
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in his departure fratn the reputable part of fo- 
ciety, and an aflbciation in vice completes the- 
firft part of his melancholy flory, Growoj 
bolder in fin, the flow arts of ftealing do not 
anfwer all the purpofes of his extravagance, and 
therefore robbery upon a larger fcale is adopted; 
as a fpeedier method of fupplying his wants* 
Men of greater refinement, indeed,, i a the ways. 
©f the world, inftead of open robbery make 
ufe of the fecret and infidious arts of fraud,. 
There is an aggravation in this offence, froioi 
which the others are free.. It is generally ao. 
abufe of confidence ;. and offenders, in this way^ 
TfOAid have laid afide the love of thdr friend^, 
«nd benefatlors, as well as of* God and theii? 
neighbour, before- they can praftif* the fe aits of 
deceit. At this time, that remorle which muft. 
hitherto have accompanied them, notwithftand*- 
ing all their efforts to caft it off, begins to lofe 
ix&effeft; and their God, who by various meansj^ 
aad. at different times, endeavoured to reclaim, 
tohem,. " gives them over ts a reprob te mind." 
Rom. i. 28. Now, the mofl horrid thiui'^hts^ 
f«Gceed;:and it is no wojuler that they who have- 
loft the feelings of men, Ihould now. for the fake 
of that plunder, which ihey are determincrl td/ 
poffefs, facrifice the lives of ali that oppofe: 
them.. 

If now my words have made any imp^cffiMns^ 
upon your hearts, if you. fee cieariy th-t every 
greater crime hath arifen from the un.cUrained 
indulgence of. fmallcr cf!b ces, ana ttiai h< en- 

~ F 6 tiousi 
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tious companions at firft tempted, then encou- 
raged you to continue in /in ; let it be your par- 
ticular care,, at this time, to make all the amends 
your'fituation affords, and to feek by repentance 
the returning favour of your God. However 
the adverfary of the world, and enemy of fouls, 
may have drawn you forward by a treacherous 
promlfe of fuccefs, it is certain that he hath now 
forfaken you. The confinement of this prifon 
is a fufficient evidence, that you muft bear your 
own offences, thofe offences that have placed 
you in it. Then let it be the beginning of hap- 
pinefs to you all. Defpife the evil companions 
^f your former days, and be not afhamed to 
ffiew yourfelves the fervants of hiip, whofe fer- 
vice alone is perfeft freedom. 

That kind of (hame, which prevents a man 
from doing good, or changing vic*ious courfes 
for the paths of duty and obedience, for fear of 
encountering the raillery >and contempt of the 
profligate, is unbecoming the charaQer of a 
inan, and highly improper for a profeffor of 
Chriftiamtv. In fhort, we fhould be afhamed 
of nothing but fiii. Yet, ftrange as this conduft 
is, we often fee men afhamed to be furprized in 
the commifEon of a good aQion, who are not 
afhamed of offending God, or reviling his reli- 
gion* Let not this falfe fliame, then, deprive 
you of the opportunity of repentance, and of 
acquiring a knowledge of that Saviour, who, in 
the end, will be your fureft, fafefl friend. His 
life was given as an example for you to follow ; 

hi& 
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his death was a ranfom for your fins; Be not 
afiiamed of fuch a Saviour. If you are, remem- 
ber the confequence which he himfelf foretels— 
" whoever fhall be aftiamed of me, and ofmy 
words, in this adulterous apd finful generation, 
of him alfo fhall the Son of man be aOiamed, 
when he cometh in the ^lory of his Father with 
the holy angels." Mark viii. 38. 

Let me, then, leave off with the exhortation 
with which I begun — '* 3e not deceived : evil 
communications corrupt good manners. " — " En- 
ter not into the path of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men ; avoid it, pafs not by it, 
turn from it, and pafs away." Prov. iv. 14, 15: 
*' Hear ye children, the inftruftion of a father, 
and attend to know underftandrng ; for I give 
you good doQrine, forfake you not my law. For 
I was my father's fon, tender and only beloved 
in the fight of my mother. He taught me alfo, 
and faid unto me. Let thine heart retain my 
words: keep my commandments and live." 
Proy. iv. 1 — 4. " My fon, if finners entice 
thee, confent thou not. If they fay, Come with 
us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily 
for the innocent without caufe: let us fwallow 
them up alive as the grave, and whole as thofe 
that go down into the pit : we fhall find all pre- 
cious fubflance, we fhall fill our houfes with 
fpoil : caft in thy lot among us, let us all have 
one purfe. My fon, walk not thou in the way 
with them, refrain thy foot from their path, for 
their feet run to evil, and make hafte to fbed 

blood;* 
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blood." Prov.i. lo — 16. — " Wherefore, come 
out from among them, and be ye feparate, faith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; an(J 
1 will receive you, and will be a father unto you, 
and ye fhall be my fons and dau^ters, faith the 
Lord Almighty." 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 



SERMON X. 

ON INI>USTRY* 



a Thess. III. 8, 9>. 

Neither did we eat a>ty man's bread for nought^ 
iut wrought with labour and trouble night and 
day^ that v»e might not be chargeable, to any of 
you * not becaufe we have not power^ "but to make 
Gurf elves an enf ample unto you to follow.. 

WE may confider thi^ example of St. Paul as , 
% precept, firft of induftry in out worldly cali- 
ings, fecondly of induftry in our religious con-^ 
cerns. JEaeh of thefe duties \ fliall now endea- 
vour to recommend, beginning with induftry in* 
fiUF worldly callings.. 

Jaduftry in our worldly callings is necelTary^ 
becaufe it is impoflible to negleft it and to be 
ebedient fervani^ 9f God, 4^ il m^y appear^ 
feveral way3» 

Naked 
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Naked came we into this world, and deftuute 
of all things which fupport and preferve life; 
naked alfo as to our minds, which at firft are a 
mere blank, and have no knowledge. But> the 
foul and the body are made and defigned by 
their Creator, the one to improve in underftand- 
ing, the other to increafe in ftrengih, and to be 
employed by the foul in a manner which may 
conduce to the welfare of both. Thus God by 
the voice of nature teacheth us that he defigned 
us to be improvable and induftrious beings. 

To thefe deduftions of reafon the Scriptures 
agree in many places. I'hey tell us that God 
put the firft man into. the garden of Eden,t<i 
cultivate and embellifti it. Afterwards, upoa 
his tranfgrefBoh, it was told him that his work 
(hould be increafed, and that in the fweat of 
his face he {hould eat his bread. Great travel 
is created for every man, fays the author of 
Ecclefiafticus, and a heavy yoke is upon .the 
fons of Adam, from the day that they go out 
of their mother's womb till the day that they 
return to the mother of all things. This is very 
true; and yet fo many' advantages both to body 
and mind arife from labour, that it may be made 
a queftiori whether the toil which God enjoined 
lo Adam after his fall, and to his poRerity, wasi 
a punifliment or a favour. Certain it is that 
tabour^ if it was brought into the world by 
tranfgreffion, is one of the beft prefervadvcs 
againft it; if it was the child of lin, it is tho 

parent of virtue. 

Again ; 
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Agaki; God who hath made us incapable of 
fubfifting by ourfelves, and obliged to our fel- 
low-creatures in part, for the things which we 
poiTefs, teaches us by the voice of reafon that 
we alfo in return ought to promote the welfare 
of others. Before we come to years of difcre- 
tien, we have contrafted a debt of gratitude to 
thofe who have educated us, and to* the nation 
to which we belong. We canpot refufe to dif- 
charge it without great injuftice, nor can we 
difcharge it without induftry in our callings. 

The Gofpel ftriftly commands us to do good, 
to^aflift, to inftruft, to direft, and to relieve. 
li commands us therefore what the idle perfon 
hath neither power nor inclination to perform. 
Lazinefs is always attended with ignorance, and 
ufually produces poverty ; and it is not to be 
expe6ied that he who is fo negligent of his own 
body and mind, ihould be ferviceable to others, 
and ihould love his neighbour more than him- 
fclf. 

Add to this, that in general whofoever is 
(lothful in bufinefs, in his worldly concerns, will 
probably be a flothful Chriftian too; for the 
fame temper which difpofes to the one, difpofes 
to the other, and the fame difficulties whicK 
deter & man from labouring to live creditably, 
will difcourage him from ftriving to live religi- 
oufly. It is the nature of idlenefs to hate to take 
pains, and of goodnefs to be a6live, and therew 
fore there is little reajbn to hope thai they ihoukL 
meet and dwell together. 

Idlenefs 
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Idlenefs is the parent of vice. He who hath 
foine end, fonoie innocent and honeft end 16 
purfue, and is conftantly bufy in contriving and - 
executing what tends to it, and hath accuftomed 
himfelf not only to labour but to delight in his 
calling, keeps beyond the reach of many temp- 
tations, or if they find him out, will often fend 
them away, becaufe he is not at leifure; but 
numberlefs are the temptations to which the 
fluggard is expofed, and by which he is conti* 
nually atfaulted. 

His underftanding is furniflied with nothing 
good and ufeful, it purfues nothing ileadily, it 
hath contracted an averfion from ferious ftudy 
and meditation : his imagination will therefore^ 
be reftlefs and rove in queft of one follv or 
other, for entertainment ; for the foul is bufy 
whether we will or no, it cannot ceafe from 
thought, defign, and aftion, of one fort or other, 
either ufeful or frivolous, either good or bad; 
and when it is not direfted to that which is pro- 
fitable, and tied down to fome particular work, 
will grow wicked for want of employment. A 
vacant mind is a proper habitation for a devil : 
it is the houfe unto which he conietb and findeth 
empty; then goeth he and taketh with himfelf 
feven other fpirits more wicked than himfelf, 
and they enter in and dwell there. 

An idle perfon ufually loaths his own com- 
pany, for which indeed he is not much to be 
blamed. He cannot endure to converfe with 
himfelf or with his betters. This drives him to 

contrad 



114 A COMPANION FOR THE PRISONER. 

€onCra6l unprofitable friendfliips^ or rather ac- 
quaintances, for feldonv is there friendfhip where 
there is no virtue. He feeks out thofe who are 
like himfelf, and whofe time is a burden to them : 
he becomes a companion of mean and debauched 
perfons; their bad qualities he foon imitates, 
and makes no fmall progrefs in vice, which is 
the only .thing that he is difpofed to learn. 

An idle perfon, unlefs favoured by an extra- 
ordinary concurrence of circumftances, falls into 
vant, and thence into wickednefs; for he who 
through lazinefs becomes poor, is ufually pre- 
pared for any mifchief. When he is reduced to 
ftraits, then follows, " What fhall I do ? I can^ 
not dig; to beg I am alhamed." But nature 
craves, and his wanta are importunate: fome- 
ihing be muft do, and it mull be fomething 
which is not laborious, and only requires lying, 
or forfwear ing, or cheating, or robbing, or fomct 
other vice* 

Thus it appears that induftry in our worldly 
aflPairs is a duty which God requires from us, 
that there is a clofer conneftion between it and 
religion than we ufually imagine; that it is im- 
poffible to live an idle life, and a good life; and 
that he is really ferving God, who is bufy in his 
calling. 

Another motive to diligence and induftry is„ 
that of all bad difpoiitions lazinefs is perhaps the 
moft deceitful and the moft vexatious, and thai 
in all honeft labour there is much fatisfaflion. 
The love of e'afe and pleafurc produces idlenefs; 

yet 
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yet fuch is the nature of things, that idlenefs 
produceth neither eale nor pleafure, but the^» 
verfe. AH men value the conveniences of life: 
the idle perfon takes the fureft way to penury* 
All men love refpeii a«d reputation : the idle 
perfon is eyer contemptible, becaufe he is ever 
unferviceable and ignorant, an ufelefs burden of 
the earth, fait that hath loft its favour, fit for 
Dotbing eUe than to be call out and trodden 
under foot. AU wifh to have faithful friends 
upon whofe good ^ffijces they may depend : the 
idle perfon very ^Uiotn finas fucb, and if he 
has them, he oiteu lofes ^eoi, becau^ be hath 
no amiable qualities which niay recommend him 
to them, and fecure their efteem. All defire 
peace at home, and tt^e love of tbofe to whom 
they are nearly related i the idle perfon takes.no 
care of his family, and can expe£l no afFe6Hon 
there* All would unbend their minds fome^ 
times, and reft a little from their labours : but 
the lazy perforr, who. would perpetually amufe 
himfelf, is difappointed in that alfo, and tired 
and cloyed even with- his diverfions; for pleafure 
is no pleafure when it becomes the fole employ- 
ment, and m aft be interrupted often and long 
by ferious affairs, to become acceptable and en* 
tertaining.. 

The defire !of the- fluggard killeth him. He 
hath defires as ftrong as the moft aftive and in- 
duftrious ever feel, and indeed.ftronger, beeaufe 
he follows no bufinefs, an attention to which 
would drive out of his mind, vain and foolifb 

wifhes. 
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wifhes. He defires wealth and pleafure, and 
honour and power, and the favour and efteem of 
the world. He deGres that thefe things would 
come and feek him out, and offer themfelves to 
him, without any endeavour exerted on his part 
to obtain them; and thefe defires are ufualiy dif* 
appointed, and leave him to the vexation which 
arifes from inconiiftent affeftions. Then follow 
diflatisfaftion, diflike of his condition, envy and 
hatred of thofc who furpafs him in good quali- 
ties, and are in high efteem, of thofe whofe la- 
bours are recompenfed with fuccefs, and of thofe 
who, defervedly or undefervedly, poffefs the 
things which he covets. 

Thefe are vexations from which induftry in 
our callings will fecure us. It hath a tendency 
to preferve health of body and fercnity of mind : 
it repays us with fomething that is grateful and 
ufeful. In all prudent labour of the hands or 
the head fome acquiiition is made; we maintain 
ourfelves, and are not burdenfome to others^; , 
we get flcill, dexterity, and experience, and fo 
learn to do our work with lefs toil and trouble ; 
we improve our underftanding, and find out 
truths which more ihan reward the pains of feek- 
ing them. 

By induftry we obtain credit and reputation. 
Every one is willing to employ a diligent perfon^ 
and whatfoever his condition be, he cannot be 
contemptible. 

By induftry we (hut out many implacable 
enemies to our repofe, many fretting defires, 

and 
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and forrowful refleflions, and turbulent paflionsi 
and violent temptations. 

By induftry we become beneficial to others, 
able to aflift our friends, to relieve the poor, to 
inftruft the ignorant, and to provide moreefpe^ 
cially for thofe whom God hath committed to 
our care. 

Thus much concerning ipduftry in our worldly 
callings. 

il. Let us now pafs on to diligence in reli- 
gious affairs, in working out our falvation, to 
which we have the moft preffing motives. 

The fliortnefs and uncertainty of life warns 
us not to negleftit; for fince upon our prefent 
behaviour depends our future ftate; fince the 
days of man are few, few according to the 
,courfe of nature, and often made fewer by a 
thoufand unforefeen accidents, it behoves us to 
lofe no time,^but to fet about our duty inftantly, 
*' to day whilft it is called to day." 

The reward fet before us excites us to it. 
We think it reafonabJe to labour for conveni- 
ences which are temporal, that is, uncertain and 
tranfitory; and this induftry is commendable. 
Much more fhould we exert our utmoft care 
and diligence in fecuring to ourfelves the un- 
changeable favour of God, the fociety of faints 
and angels, and an endlefs happinefs which ihall 
be mixed with no forrows and difappointmcnts. 

Gratitude moves us to it; to ferve him with 
all our power who hath done fo much for us, 
with whofe benefits we are enclofed and fur- 
rounded. 
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rounded, which way ever we caft our' eyes and 
our thoughts. 

The punifliment allotted to the idle and 
wicked fervant calls 'us to it, to think no labour 
too great by which we may avoid the wrath to 
<:ome. Infatnfy, and rtpifoach, and want, and 
dependence appear in terrible forms to us, and 
to efcape them we are willing, if we have any 
fpirit, to labour inceflantly, and to fubniit to 
the hardeft toil. Fools and blind, if we per- 
ceive not that thefe are nothing, compared to 
the woe, which muft be the future portion of 
thofe who will not ferve God here in this (late 
of probation. 

Our prefent intereft invites us to it, to be 
moft induftrious in purfliing the welfare of our 
foul, which will procure us peace of mind, and 
the bleffing of God even upon our worldly un- 
dertakings; whilft a neglett of our duty to him 
will be attended with fear and remorfe, and 
give us an uneafinefs which outward circum- 
ftances, hqwever flourifhing, will not be able to 
compofe. ** 

Such motives we have to religious induftry. 
Every Chriftian will certainly allow them to 
have fufficient weight and force, and acknow- 
ledge that eternal life is defirable, and that it 
is an indifpenfable duty to ferve God. But the 
•illufion is this: W^ are inclined to think this 
^uty fo eafy to be performed, that a very little 
cliligence arid caution will 'ht fufficient. 

l,et 
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Let US then confider what itind of expreffioni 
the facred writers ufe, when they fpeak of our 
Chriftian daty. They exhort us to be rich and 
fruitful in every good w^ork, to be ready to every 
good work, to be zealous of good works, to 
ab6und always in the work of the Lord, to purfw 
and work good towards all men, to exercife our*- 
felves in godlinefs, and in the labour of charity^ 
to work out our falyation with fear and trembling;, 
to give diligence to make our calling and eIe6tioii 
fure, to continue patiently in well doing, to run 
that we may obtain a prize, and to prefs towards 
the mark, to watch continually and be upon our 
guard, to give all diligence to add one virtue ^o 
another, to walk circumfpeftly, to watch incef- 
fantly, to pray, to gird up the loins of our 
mind, to ftrive that we may enter in at the ftrail 
gate, to wreftle againft principalities and powers, 
to take the kingdom of heaven by violence, to 
fight that we may receive a crown, and to war a 
good warfare, and to endure hardfliip as faithful 
foldiers of Jefus Chrift. 

Thus the Scriptures tell us plainly, that with- 
out fome labour we cannot be good. The dif- 
ficulties with whith the firft Chriftians ftruggled 
were many and great ; and difficulties of one kind 
or other will ever be arifing. We are aflaulted 
by importunate temptations ; ^ we often feel a 
propenfity to go afide from our duty, and we 
are furrounded with bad examples, with multi-* 
tudes who purfue their own deftruQion. When 
ive refled upon thefe things, we may perhaps 

be 
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be led into the other extreme, and fufpeft that 
the ways of righteoufnefs imift needs be difa- 
jgreeable, and that the paflage through them is 
tedious and painful. 

But the Scriptures fay that the ways of reli- 
gion are ways of pleafantnefs ; and the word of 
God is true, and confident with itfeif. That 
obedience is a labour, and that it' is a pleafure, 
ate equally certain. That thefe things are re- 
c«ncileable will appear, if we confider that in 
all honourable and profitable employments, in 
all arts, in all ftudies, thel)eginnings are diffi- 
cult, and the difficulties muft be maftered by 
obftinate application. But many thin^ contri- 
bute to leffen thofe difficulties daily, or to niake 
men lefs fenfible of them, as a fprightly refolu- 
tion, prefent profit, the hope of ftill greater 
advantages, experience and pra6lice, and long 
cuftom which is a fecond nature. Thus fome, 
•whom idle by-ftanders judge to lead a wretched 
and laborious life, are really moft contented and 
pleafed with their condition ; for a man Is juft 
as miferable as he thinks himfelf, and if he de- 
lights in induftry, induftry to him is a diverfion, 
-and idlenefs is a toil. 

So alfo it is in our religious concerns. The 
Axiiy of a Chriftiah is a laborious thing, efpecially 
to thofe who have bad difpofitions to conquer, 
or particular difficulties to encounter; but, when 
we do any thing good \vith labour, the labour 
paffeth away, and the good remains : when we 
do any evil thing with pleafure, the pleafure 

paffeth 
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pafletK away, and the evil reignains ; and then 
cuftom making our obedience habitual, an even 
temper, peace: of mind, and many other prefent 
advantages fpringihg from it, the hope not only 
of efcapihg futureevil, but of obtaining ever- 
lafting life, and the divine affiftance vouchfafed 
to us as far as it is needful, will by degrees make 
our inclinations join with our reafon, and our 
duty become our delight. 



SEftMON XI, 

kepentan<:e and conversion enforced*. 



Acts iii. 19. 

Repent yey. tmd he converted^ that your fins may 

. ,.. be blotted dut: 

% 

My poor aSli6led Fellow- Creatures, 

IT is with the moll ferious and felicitous 
hope of being inftrwmental to your welfare, that 
I- have compli\ed with the wiih of my reverend 
Brother, the Ordinary of this Chapel t, and now 

• This "SeritoOH was preached, in tlie afternoon of 
Nov. 9, 1735, in the Chapel of Newgate, by the Rev.. 
Geo. Galkin, D. D. to eighteen convids, who w«re all 
executed, the following nrorning, for various crimes, 

t 'rb« ^®v. Jolm Villette. 
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occupy bis place, in order to addrefs you, on 
ihofe awful fubjeds, wherein, as dyitig men, 
you are very nearly interefted : and, I entertain 
not the leaft doubt of your being all difppfed 
to attend to what I fhali fay, with the moft 
heart-felt defire of being edified by it. 

Your fituation is fuch as cannot but work 
lipon the tender feelings of human nature ; and, 
condemned as you individually are, by the wife 
laws of our country, to fuffer a fhameful and 
ignominious death, for the commiflSon of thofe 
crimes, that render fuch exemplary punifhment 
hecelfary, fentimcnts of pity and compaflion 
are ftill your due; and, whereinfoever your 
never-dying fouls can be benefited, fbere it is 
our endeavour to help you. 

Moft of you appear to be young men, and 
but few, feemiogly, have advanced even to what 
is called the vigour and prime of life. That 
period, therefore, which, in the ordinary courfe 
of nature, might have been lengthened out, in 
each of you, to many years, is fuddenly to be 
cut (hort; and before the light of one more 
day (hall be extinguifhed, you will all be re- 
moved from the land of the living; your bo- 
dies will return to that earth, from which they 
originally fprang; and your difencumbercd 
fouls will wing their way, to appear before the 
^reat and glorious God,, to whom the fecrets of 
all hearts are open, and from whom none of 
your tranfadions can be concealed. Then, 
/A^ — 1 mean your confcims Jouls^ will enter upon 

a;n 
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an unknown inconceivable fcene % and will there 
be doomed either to happinefs, or elfe to uh- 
happinefs and rhifery, that will know no end. 

Awful, awakening, tremendous thought! Tb 
be told, and to know, with certainty, that your 
difembodied fouls, within lefs than fifteen hourt 
from this moment^ are either to be conveyed 
by angels to feats of blifs, or elfe haled by de- 
vils to manfions of woe, are very afFefling cir*« 
cumftances. Does not the confideration chill 
you, this inftant, with horror P And, are you 
not importunately folicitbus to knW, whetbet^ 
of the twain ftiall bey6ur lot? God indeed 
might xtv^dX even this unto ybu. /cannot-^— 
Mmt cannot. All, that w^ can do, is to point 
out the terms and conditions, whereon, we 
know, or> the infallible teftirhony of the divine 
word, falvadon to be attainable. 

Thefe are' matters, which it concerns all per* 
fons to be well acquainted with ; and even you^ 
I think, cannot have been altogether unac* 
quainted with them. They have not, it is 
probable, engrofled much of ybur attention; 
but, the bufinefs^.or the follies, or the fins of 
a wicked world, were fuffered to engage yoiir 
afFeQions, whilft God and Eternity were not 
in your thoughts. 

My brethren, your's, thus far, is a cofnmon 
cafe. The multitude, in all places^ are ex- 
tremely regardlefs of their cverlafting welfare; 
for, " the world lyeth in wickednefs." The 
peculiarity of your cafe is, that your fins againfi 
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men^ and the peace of fockiy^ have been fuch^ 
as to render earthly punifhment highly expe* 
dieni. 

* Happy, however, is it for you, that a door 
#f hope, with regard to futurity, ftill remains 
open. Salvation" is attainable even for male- 
fadors; and attainable too, in the fame way, 
as for other men. 

Since you came within the walls of this dole- 
ful prifoii, the opportunities of chriftian in- 
ilru^on, far from being withheld, have been 
renewed, and encreafed to you. Yaju have 
}iad peculiar incitements to confideration, and 
you have had the conftant alarum of my re- 
verend brother's voice, announcirig the tenor 
of the Gofpel covenant, and admonifhing each 
one with ** prepare to meet thy God f ' — add to 
which, you have been furnifhed with pertinent 
books to give all needful initru6lion, and to 
aflift you in the a6tual exercife of devotion to 
Almighty God. 

I am willing to hope, becaufe I know no- 
thing to the contrary, that thefe bleffed oppor- 
tunities have not been loft upon you, but that 
whitft your bodies have been imprifoned, your 
fouls have been fet at liberty, in fome degree 
at leaft,- from the thraldom of fin. Should 
this nai have been the cafe, the calb to, and 
happy opportiuiities of, religious improvement, 
you have had, will only contribute to encreafe 
your condemnation. " But, brethren, I hope 
better things of you, though I thus fpeak." 

Can 
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Can I add, then, to what has already be» • 
done, inyour behalf?* Have I any new matter^ 
or counfely topropofe? No, furely : tlie fame, 
only, which you have hedrd from the beginning, 
that declare I unto you. As a fervant^ or mi- 
nifter, of our Lord Jefus Chrift, I am now in- 
deed uttering the laft folemn difcoiirfe, to which^ 
your ears will ever be open. Oh, then, for 
your lives, even the lives of your fotils, attend 
to my words; fince, to-morrow, you will find 
them moft' marvelloufly verified! — " Repent 
ye, and be converted, that your fins may be 
blotted out.** 

Hence, it fliall be my bufinels tft to fliew, 
how it happens, that if ye repent and be con- 
verted, your fins fhall' be blotted out. or for- 
given. And 2dly, I will point out what it is 
to repent, and be converted. 

Here then you are to be reminded, that Al- 
mighty God, pitying the unhappy fituation, 
into which mankind were fallen, Ipyjeafon of 
fin, vouchfafed, at an early period of the world, 
and many times after, to promife to them a 
Saviour. This Saviour, in due time, appealed, ^ 
in the perfon of our Lord Jefus Chrift. He 
united himfelf to our nature, and appeared to 
the world as a man ; in which nature, he be- 
came our f^crifice, propitiation, and atonement* 
" He, who knew no fin, was made a fin-offer- 
ing for us; the juft for the unjuft, that he 
might bring us to God." The prophet there- 
fore faid, ", Surely he hath borne our griefa 
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•and carried our (brrows. He was wounded 
for our tranrgreflions, be vas bruHed for our 
iniquities; bei bis own felf, bare our fins ii> 
bis own body, on tbe tree, that we being dead^ 
to iin^iuight live unto rigbteoufnefs ; by wbofo^ 
ftripcs wc were bealed." . ^v- 

Thi^9 my brethren, is the Savioun If jt^i* 
•are faved, or / am faved; nay, whoever of our 
race (ball be feved, it muft be through bim^ for 
bis fake, in virtue of bis merits, jlll^: if not 
fefcued fof the fake of J^efus Chrift, have fin 
enough about them, to involve them, in eternal 
perdition : you have given, even to the woFld^ 
^peculiar evidences of your fmfulnefs. 

But, then, is falvation to 'be had, through 
Chrift, unconditionally? Is it to be had on 
any terms? or on no terms? Far, very far 
otherwife; Salvation, without Chrilt, were inn* 
poffible. Salv^tion^ through Chrift, is condi- 
tionah In Spme degree,^ it depends upon our^^ 
felves. Repentance, without the mediation and 
facrifice of Chrift^ would have been altogether 
iinavailing to falvation. But, now, happily for 
finful men, if ye " repent, and are converted, 
your fins will be blotted out;" they will not be 
brought forward to your everlafting condem- 
nation, Chrift having made for them an atone* 
ment. The beft of us muft be indebted to him, 
for every hope, we entertain, of heaven ; and 
th^ worft, if they " repent and are converted,**' 
•will find mercy, through his redeenning good* 
nefs^ The blood of Chrift. propitiates for the 

fins 
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fins of the whole world Offers of pardon ancf 
acceptance are made to all ; and therefore fat- 
vation, though partial in one fenfe, isy never- 
thelefs, yniverfal in another. It is univerfa} 
in polfibility : it is partialin fa£l. In ihort, it 
depends upon your repentance and converfion. 

Oh, then, value^ and love, blefs, and adore 
this gracious, c6nipa{fionate, almighty Saviour 
of your fouls; evidence thankfulnefs for the 
offer of fo great falvation ; and fervently pray 
for divine grace, that you may experience 
(holvever late) fuch repentance and converfion, 
as you will not have caufe to repent of, in the 
ages of eternity^ 

To aflift you herein, I will how proceed 
aily to point out what it is ta repent^ and h 
€9nverted. 

The (irll ftep, towards an effefiual availing 
repentance, is a thorough convidion of the 
€>dious nature of fin ; that it is highly difpleafing 
to Almighty God; that you yourfelvea are 
finners, grievous finners, not only in the in*, 
fiances, for which you are now condemned, 
by the laws of your country, to fuflPer death, 
but alfo in various other particulars; and that 
in c'onfequence of your fins, you merit nothing, 
but eternal condemnation^ at the judgment feat 
of ChriA. 

That yoii are fenfible of, and forry for, the 
fins, on account of which you are to fuffer, 
there cannot a doubt be entertained; bi)^ this 
may krilc merely by reafon of the fenji^ce pro*. 
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nounced againft you, at an human tribunaL 
In order to be true penitents^ you muft look 
back, with horror and deteftation, upon all 
thofe other (ins of your lives, for whi<;h the 
condemning fentence of God is due; fuch as 
forgetfuinefs of God, fnattention to the great 
duties of religion, the lufts of ehe flefh, com- 
plied with in fornication,- adultery, lafciviouf- 
nefs, and the like; fwearing, fabbath-breakingj 
drunkennefs, lying, defrauding, theft, in fmali 
matters^ or in great, and various other fins, too 
numerous to be now mentioned in particular* 

You are not, it may be prefuraed, all guilty 
alike; but all of you have guilt enough to 
ovcrM'helm you with forrow, even without 
bringing into the account thofe particular fins^ 
for which you fufFer. They^ indeed, were of* 
fences agairtft the honour of God, as well as 
againft your fellow-creatures; and, on ^both 
accounts, you are to be truly forry for them,— 
but not for them only. Think what, as. Chrifp 
tians, you ought to have been^ and then look, 
back upon what you have been ; and you will 
find occafion for forrow, deep forrow and hu- 
miliation, on number le/s accounts : hell, with all 
its terrors, will prefent itfelf to your view. 

To avoid it, however, \ttearneft C0nfeffii>n 
accompany your forrow. Confefs your faults 
to Almighty God : acknowledge your extreme 
unworthinefs. Nothing is hid from his all- 
feeing: eye; every thing is noted in his hook of 
accountsj and every thing will be brought to 

open. 
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open view, when you appear at tlie awful tri- 
bunal above. Therefore, humble, yourfelves. 
low at the ^otftool of divine mercy ; and, as 
forrowful confeffing criminals, intercede with 
your SaviouT for pardon. May our gracious 
God grant acceptance to your forrow and 
confeflions ! This, we are affured, he will do^ 
if they verily produce converfion^ 

Converfion, in the fenfe I am now ufing ity - 
means that change, which is brought about in 
a man's heart and life, when, from a thought- 
lefs finner, he becomes a good Chriftiant — when 
he not only leaves off all thofe praflices,, which- 
he knows to be contrary to the will and word 
of God, but alfo raoft cordially bales tbetfpy 
and, in Ke» thereof, praftifes the duties, proper 
to his ftation, and creditable to his chriftiaa 
same — ^becoming, fober, temperate, chafte^ hof- 
neft, kind, and devout*. 

You, my poor brethren,, who are to be re^ 
Bio^^d hence fb foop, cannot be fuppofed to 
have the- opportunity of thus evidencing, your 
converfiQn, It may neverlbelefsy 1 hope> be 
equally real and fineer^.. If you: fo verily, hate- 
fin, and are in love with holinefs,. as that, were 
'fife to be prolonged j, you would ^i^afe from^ * 
your evil ways^ and perfevere to praftife^' 
righteouftefs, then certainly is your cgnverfioa^ 
»eal, and tuchas^^ will^be accepted,, through the* 
mediation of Jefus ChriftV, 

But, though you are cut. offi from the exerw- 
cife Qi Many duties^. J(nfuzx^^\\\xx yduDpowcn; 
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and them you are now exhorted to, as the only 
tokens, you can give, of a penitent and con- 
vc^rted heart. 

You are, then, heartily to acknowledge the 
juftice with which fentence hath been pro- 

, nounced againft you, and patiently to acquiefce 
in the punifliment. Submiflively acknowledge 
that all is right; and take comfort in reflefiing 
that the fentenCe of man reacheth only to the 
body. The Jury were equitable in their ver- 
ditU} the Jud^€ did no more than his duty; 
and bis Majefiy hath not thought fit to reverfe 
ihe fentence. , Neither againft any of thefe, there- 
fore, nor againft iht witnejfts^ who came forth 
to accufe you, fuifer yourfelves to ^tertain any 
grudges, or to harbour any ill-will. 

Should even wrong h^ve been done you, Hby 
any one, you muft forgive it. " Forgive, as 
you hope to be forgiven;" and if you have 
reafon ro believe that there are any perfons, 
If ho can properly be called your enemies, prtty 
fiat them. If any of you can reftore that, or 

/ any part of that, which you have flolen, it muft 
be reftored, if you have not ddne it already. 
If any of you, by confeffion, or impeachment, 
€an prevent the perpetration of more evil, yoii 
drb bound to do it: it will be one good mark 
f)f converfion. 

This b the evening, the laft evening of vour 
lives; the day, even the ^ay of your deatns is 
at hand : watch, therefbre^ watch and pray^. 
Hu(band weU tbc little remmm of your time. 

£xercife 
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Exercife yourfelves much in prayer. God, 
for Chrift's fake, will lend a willing ear to>your 
requefts. Pray, that your repentance and con-- 
verfion may be perfefted, fo perfefted as ta 
feciire the blotting out of your lins^ Pray for 
divine grace, to fupport you, to chafe away^ 
fear, and to enable you dauntlefs to meet thjs 
king of terrors. It is in the power of God to» 
fupport yoti efteQually, under all you have ta 
pafs through; and, if you are penitent, and 
converted, and pray to him for fupport, youi 
nvill experience it. v Many doubtlefs have beea 
removed from Newgate to Paradife. God Al^ 
xnigbty grant that you may be added to them I 

The written afliftances put into your handft 
for meditation and prayer,. I hope have been^ 
and will ftill be, ufeful to you. Word* lire a 
proper vehicle of prayer ; but prayer may be 
poured forth, without words. The mere Uft^ 
ing up of the heart to God, i^, in maoiy cafes^ 
equally acceptable. Only be fure that wbat^ 
ever you a(k for, you a(k it foF the &ke, anii 
through the merits of Jefu^ Chrift.. 

He is the grand foundation of every hope, 
we can entertain.. For this, reafon,. you ace: 
itnvited to commemorate him at hi& holy tabk^, 
in obedience to hi& divine eommand* Pechaps^, 
to fome, or to mbft of yout it may be the firft 
lime of your fo doing.. If,, however^ ydus aise^ 
penitent), and converted^ yoi«< vfUl be acceptable: ' 
guefts; and his bkffirig^ atiendine the wdi^ 
nance^ will give you new ftien^tbi foi the wac«^ 
lire you have tp accomplilh.. 
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What more^ now, my brethren, can L {ay 
unto you ? With what additional words of mine,, 
can you be helped forward, in the way you are 
to go? I can only, with earneftnefs, entreat 
yoQ to nneditate upon what has been faid ; and 
fervently implore our gracious God to make it 
efFeftual to your edification. 

Once more, 'tllen, let us together bend our 
knees, and offer up the facrifice of united 
prayer. 

O almighty and eyerlafting God, thou glo- 
rious, and moft righteous Judge, we again be- 
come humble fuppliants, in behalf of thefe thy 
finful creatures;' and fervently pray, that thy 
grace may enable them meekly to receive their 
fentence, as the due reward of their fins. As 
their iniquities have brought upoh them aa 
untimely and fhameful death, O? let their re- 
pentance and converfiqn, through the merits of 
our dear Lord and Saviour, fecure the blotting 
oat — the forgivcnefs of their fins, and bring 
them to everlafting life. O blefled Jefu, who 
didil not difdain to call aa eye on the penitent 
thief on the crofs, defpife not thefe thy fervants,' 
who are now fhortly to fuffer a like ignominious 
death; and whoy we hope, repent them of their 
fins, and fix all their hopes on. thee, in theic 
dillrefs) ashe did in his. Thou^ who for ibe 
fins (^ others^ didft thyfelf hang, pn the curfed 
tree, by the blood of thy crofs » fave ibemy who 
are juftly condemned for tbeir 9wn fins. la 
diy merits, caufe them to truf^ : into thy mer- 
8 ciful 
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ciful hands, 3ve commend their fpirits. O9 
refcue their departing fouls, from eternal mi*- 
ferjr. Forgive them, in the abundant riches of 
thy mercy, and fave them in the hour of judg- 
ment. Let the example of their fall be a Warn- 
ing to others, that they come not into the fame 
condemnation: — and though they tafte thy juf- 
tice, in their ignominious death, let them find 
the fweetnefs of thy mergy after iu—Amen^ 
Amen. 

THE 

CONVICT'S ADDRESS 

TO HIS 

UNHAPPY BRETHREN* 

My dear and unhappy Fellow-prifoners, 

CONSIDERING my peculiar circumftances 
and fituation, I cannot think myfelf juftified, if 
I do pot deliver to you, in fincere Chriftian love, 
fomeof my fcrious thoughts on our pr^fent awful 
ft ate. 

In the fixteenth chapter of the Afts of thfe 
Apoftles, you read a memorable ftory rcfpeftii^ 
jPaul znd Silas^ who, foe preaching *fie Goljpel^ 

* This addrefs wail delivepe^ in the chapel of Nev^^ate 
by an onhappy clergyinaii a f&w days before his executioo. 
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wejre caft by the magi ft rates into prifon, ver. 23, 
— -aad, after having received ma^ny ftripesy were 
committed to the jaylor^ with a ftritl charge to 
keep them fafely. Accordingly he thruft them 
into the inner prifon, and made their feet faft in 
the ftocks. At midnighir Pajul afjd Silas, fup- 
ported by the teftimony of a good confcience, 
prayed, and fang praifes to God, and the pri- 
foners heard them; and fuddenly there was a 
great earthquake, fo that^t^e foundations of the 
prifon were fliaken; and immediately all the 
doors were opened, and every one's chains were 
loofed. The keeper of the prifon awaking out 
of his fleep, and feeing the prifon doors open, 
in the greateft diftrefs, as might well be ima- 
gined, drew his fword, and would have killed 
himfelf, 'fuppofing that the prifoners had been 
fled, — But Paul cried with a* loud voice, " Da 
thyfelf no harm, for we are all here." — The 
keeper, calling for a light, and finding his pri- 
foners thus freed from their bonds by the imper- 
ceptible agency of divine power, was irrefiftibly 
convinced that thefe men were not offenders; 
againft the law, but martyrs to the truth: he 
fprang in therefore, and came trembling, and 
fell dDwn before Paul and Silas, and brought 
t^efD out, and fai<i, ^' Sirs,. What musi! X oa 

irO *E SAVJ^D ?* 

*^ What muft 1 do to be faved ?'' is the im- 
portant qqellion,^ which iit becomes every humaa 
$eing to ftady from the firfl hour.of reafon to 
the laft ; bW wJucb we> my fdlow-prifonerH 
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ought to confider with particular diligfince and 
intenfenefs of meditation. Had it not been for- 
gotten, or neglected by us, we had never ap* 
peared in thi^ place. A little time for recollccr- 
tion and amendment is yet allowed us by the 
iiaercy of the law. Of this little time let no 
particle be loft. Let us fill our remaining life 
with all the duties which our prefent condition 
allows us to praftife. Let us make one earneft 
effort for falvation ! — And oh ! heavenly Father, 
who defireft not the death of a finner, grant that 
this effort may not be in vain ! 

To teach others what they mujl'do to be Javtd^ 
has long been my employment and profeffion. 
You fee with what confufion and diihonour I 
now ftand before you — no more in the pulpit 
of inftruftibn, but on this humble feat with your- 
felves. — You are not to. confider me now as a 
man authorifed to form the inanners, or direft 
the confcience, and fpeaking with the authority 
of a paftor to his flock. — I am here guilty, like 
yourfelves, of a capital offence ; and fentenced, 
like yourfelves, ta publick and Ihameful death. 
My profeffion j wfiich has given roe flrongef 
convi6):ions of my duty than mod of you can be 
fuppofisd to have attained, and has extended my 
views to the confequences of wickednefs ftirtber 
than your obfervation is likely to have teachedy 
has loaded my fin with peculiar aggravations ; 
and I entreat ydu to join your prayem vrith 
mine, that my forrow may bie pTop<^tioiiaie to 
&iy guilt i 

lam 
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I am now, like you, enquiring, " what I muft 
do to be faved ?'' and ftand here to communicate 
.to you what that enquiry fuggerfts. Hear me 
with attention, my fellow-prifoners ; and in your 
melancholy hours of retirement, confider well 
what I oiFcr to you from the fincerity of my 
good-will, and from the deep^ft conviftion ©f & 
penitent heart. 

Salvation is promifed to us Chriftians, on the 
terms of JFailb, Obedience^ and fiepentanee. I 
(hall therefore endeavour to fhew, how, in the 
ihort interval between this moment and deaths 
we may exert faitb^ perform oheiience^ and ex* 
ercife repentance^ in a manner which our heavenly 
Father may, in his infinite mercy, vouchfafe to 
accept. 

I. Faith is the foundation' of aH Chriftian 

virtue. It is. that wiibaut whkb it is impojfible t{>: 

pleqfe God. I fliall therefore conhder,-firft. How 

^aiib is lo be particukrly exerted by us ii^ our 

prefent ftate. . 

Faitbis a full and undoubting confidence in 
the declarations made by Godjn the holy Scrip- 
tures; a fincere reception: of !fcfae doftrines taught 
by our btelTed Saviour, with a firm afl'urance 
that he died to take away the (ins of the world,. 
and that we havcj each €>f us, a part in the. 
boundlefs benefits, of the univerfel iaecifice. 

To this faitb we. muft have recpurfe ati aH 
limes, but particularly if. we find ourfelves 
tempted ta defpair. If thoughts, arife In oivr 
mindsi, whi(;h fuggeft that we have finned 
. I beyond: 
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beyond the hope of pardon, and that therefore 
it is vain to feek for reconciliation by repent*- 
ance; we muft remember bow God wiileth that 
every man fhould be faved, and that thofe who 
obey his call, however late, (ball not be rejdfted. 
— If we are tempted to think that the injuries 
we have done are unrepaired, and therefore rCf 
pentance is vain ; let us remember that the rci 
paration which is impoflible is not required; that 
fincerely to will, is to do, in the fight of him to 
whom all hearts are open; and that what is de- 
ficient in our endeavour? is fupplied by the merits 
of him who died to redeem us. ' 

Yet let us likewife be careful, left an errone- 
ous opinion of rhe all-fufficiency.of our Savi- 
our's meiits lull us into careleffnefs and fecurity. 
His merits are indeed all-fufficicnt ! But he has 
-prefcribed the terms on which they are to ope- 
rate. He died to fave finnew, but to fave only 
thofe finfters that repent. Peter, who denied 
him, was forgiven, but he obtained his pardon 
iy weeping bitterly. They who have lived in. 
perpetual regularity of duty, and are free from 
any grofs or vifible tranfgreflSon, are yet but 
unprofitable fervants :^^^\iidX then are we^ whofe 
crimes are haftening us to the grave before our 
time ? — Let us " work with fear and trembling," 
but ftill let us endeavour to " work oiit our f^l- 
vation." Let us hope without prefumption ; let 
us fear without defperation; and let our faiih ani- 
mate us to that which we were to confider, 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, ** Sincere obedience to the laws of 
God.'' Our obfedience, for the fliort time yet 
remaining^ is reftrained to a narrow circle. Thofe 
doties^ which are called focial and relative, are 
for the mod part out of our power. We can 
contribute vtiry little to the general happinefs of 
mankind, while on thofe whom kindred and 
firiendfhip have^ allied to us, we have brought 
difgrace and fbrrowl We can only benefit the 
public by an example of contrition, and fortify 
our friends againil temptatioh by warning and 
adir.onition. 

The obedience - left us now to pradife it 
^ fubmiifioh to the will of God, and calm ac- 
^iefcence in hisrwifdom and his juftice." We 
muft not allow ourfeives to repine at thofe mi- 
feries which have followed our offences, but 
fuffer, with filent iiumility and refigned patis 
cnce, the punifliment which we deferve> re- 
membering that, according to the apo(tle*s de^ 
cifion, no praife is due to them who bear with 
•* patience to be buffeted for their faults." 

When we confider the wickednefs of our paft 
lives, and the danger of having been fummoned 
to the final judgement without preparation, we 
fcall, I hope, gradually rife fo much above the 
grofs conceptions of human nature, as to return 
thanks to God for what once feemed the moft 
dreadful of all evils — ourdeteOion and convic- 
tion ! — We Ihrink back, by immediate and in- 
ftinSive terror, from the public eye, turned as 
it is upon us with indignation and contempt. 

Imprifon- 
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Ipfiprifotfiment is afflifiive, and ignominious death 
is fearful ! But let us connpare our condition 
with thslt which our a6lions might reafonably 
have incurred.' — The robber might have died in 
the aft of violence, by lawful rcfiftance. The 
man of fraud might have funk into the grave^ 
while hewas enjoying the gain of his artifice :-i* 
and xvhere then bad been our hope ? We have now 
leifure for thought; we have opportunities of 
in(tru£lion : and wh^itever we fuffer from of- 
fended laws, may yet reconcile ourfelves to God, 
who^ if we fincerely feek him, will aflurediy be 
/bund. 

But how are we to " feek the Lord ?" By 
the way which he himfelf hath, appointed; by 
humble^ fervent, and frequent prayer.— Some 
hours of worfhip are appointed ns ; let us duly 
obferve them. Some aiTiftance to our devotion 
is fupplied; let us thankfully accept it. But let 
us not reft in formality and prefcription : let us 
call upon God night and day« When, in the 
review of the times which we have paft, any 
offence arifes to our thoughts, let us humbly 
implore forgivencfs; and for thofe faults (and 
many they are and muft be) which we cannot 
recolletr, let us folicit mercy in general petition*. 
But it muft be our conftant care, that we pray not 
merely with our lips; but that when we lament 
our* fins, we are really humbled in felf-abhof- 
rehce; and that, when we call for mercy, we 
raife our thoughts to hope and truft in the gooit- 

ncis 
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ncfs of God, and the merits of our bleflbd Savi- 
our, Jefus Chrift. 

The reception of the holy facrament^ to which 
we ihall be called, in the mod folemn manner, 
perhaps a few hours before we die, is the highett 
a£l of Cbriflian worfhip. At that awful moment 
it will become us to drop for ever all wordly 
thoughts; to fix our hopes folely upon Chrifl, 
whofe death is reprefented ; and to confider our* 
felves as no longer conncfted with mortality. — 
And poflibly, it may pleafe God to aiford us 
fome confolation, fome fecret intimations of 
acceptance and forgiveoefs. But thefe radia-. 
lions of favour are not always felt by the iin- 
cereft penitents. To the greater part of thofe 
whom angels fland ready to receive, nothing 15 
granted in this world beyond rational hope', — 
and with bope^ founded on prtmije^ we may well 
be fatisfied. 

But fuch'promifes of falvation are made oxAf 
to the penitent, it is requifite then that we con- 
fider. 

Thirdly, " How repentance is to be cxercifcd.** 
Repentance, in the general (late of Chriftian 
life, is fuch a forrow for fin as produces a change 
of manners, and an amendment of life. It is 
that difpofition of mind, by which he *' who 
ilole, fteals no more ;" by which the ** wicked 
man tucneth away from his wickednefs, and doth 
that which is lawful and right." And to the 
man thus reformed, it is.exprefsly promifed, 
Ibal^ ^^ he fliall fave bis foul alive." Of this 

repentance 
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repentance the proofs are vifible, and the reality 
certain, always to the penitent, and commonly 
to the church v,^ith which he communicates; 
becaufe the (late of the mind is difcovered by 
the outward aftions. — But of the repentance 
which our condition requires and admits, no fuch 
evidence can appear; for to us many crimes and 
many virtues are made impoffible by confine-^ 
ment; and the (hortnefs of the time which is 
before us, gives little power, even to ourfelyes, 
of diftinguilhing the effeSs of terror from thofe 
of con\'iftion ; of deciding, whether our prefent 
forrow for fin proceeds from abhorrence of guilt, 
or dread of punifhment; whether the violence 
of our inordinate paflions be totally fubdued by 
the fear of God, or only crufhed and reftraitied 
by the temporary force of prefent calamity. 

Our repentance is like that of other finners 
on the death-bed ; but with this advantage, that 
Qur danger is not greater, and ourftrength is 
more. Our faculties are not impaired by weak- 
nefs of body. We come to the great work not 
withered by pains, nor clouded by the fumes of 
^ifeafe, but with minds capable of_ continued 
attention, and with bodies, of which we need 
bave no care! We may therefore better difcharge 
this tremendous duty,' and better judge of our 
own performance. 

0( the efficacy of a death-bed repentance 
many have difputed; but we have no leifure for 
controverfy^ Fix in your mif.ds this decifion, 
** Repentance is a change of the heart, of an 

evil 
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evil to a good difpofidon/' When that change 
lit made, repentance is complete* God will 
confider that life as amended, which would have 
been amended if he had fpared it. Repentance 
in the fight of man, even of the penitent, is 
not known but by its fruits: but our Creator 
fees the fruit, in the blofTom, or the feed. He 
knows thofe refolutions which are fixed, thole 
converfions which would be permanent; and 
will receive them who are qualified by holy de* 
fires for works of righteoufiiefs, without exa£l- 
ing from them thofe outward duties, which the 
(hortnefs of their lives hindered them firom per^ 
forming. 

Nothing therefore remains, but that we apply 
tvith ail our fpeed, and with all our ftrength, to 
reftify our defiies, and purify our thoughts; 
that we fet God before us in all his goodnefs 
and terrors; that we confider him as the Father 
and the Judge of all the earth; as a Father, 
-defirous t© fave; as a Judge, who cannot pardon 
unrepented iniquity : that we fall down befofre 
faim felf-condemned, and excite in our hearts an 
intenfe deteftation of thofe crimes which have 
provoked him ; with vehement and fteady refo- 
lutions, that if life were granted us, it Ihould be 
ipent hereafter in the pradice of our duty : that 
we pray the Giver of grace to ftrengthen and 
imprcfs thefe holy thoughts, and accept otjr re- 
pentance, though late, and in its beginjiings 
.violent : that we improve every good motion by 
diligent prayer; and having declared and con-- 
6 ' firmed 
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firmed our faith by the holy communion, — we 
deliver ourfelves into his hands, in firm hopCy 
that he who created and redeemed us will not 
fuffer us to perifli, Rom. v. 8, viii. 32. 

The condition, without which forgivenefs is 
not to be obtained, is that we forgive others. 
There is always a danger left men, frefh from 
^ trial in which life h^s been loft, fhould re- 
member with refentment and malignity the pro* 
fecutor, the witneffes, or the judges. It i$ in* 
deed fcarccly poffible, that with all the prejudix:es 
of an interett fo weighty, and fo afFefting, the 
coavid fliould think otherwife, than that he has 
been treated, in fome part of the procefs, with 
unneceffary fe verity. In this opinion he is per* 
h?ips fmgular, and therefore probably miftaken. 
But there is no. time for difquifition : we muft 
try to find the Ihorteft way to peace. It is 
cafier to forgive than to reafon right. He that 
has been injurioufly or unneceflarily harrafled, 
has one opportunity moie of proving his fin- 
cerity, by forgiving the wrong, and praying for 
bis enemy. 

'It is the duty of a penitent to repair, fo far 
as he has the power, the injury which he has 
done. What we can do, is commonly nothing 
more than to leave the world an example of con- 
trition. On the dreadful day, when the fentence 
of the law has its full force, fome will be found to 
have a(Fe£ied a fhamelefs bravery, or negligent 
intrepidity. Such is not the proper behaviour 
of a convided criminaL To rejoice in tortures 

is 
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is the privilege of a martyr; to meet death with 
intrepidity is the right only of innocence, if in 
^ny human being innocence could be found. Of 
hira, whofe life is (hortened by his crimes, the 
laft duties are humility and felf-abafement. We 
owe to Cod fincere repentance; we owe to man 
the appearance of repentance.— We ought not 
lo propagate an opinion^, that he who lived iif 
wickednefs can die with courage. If the fe« 
renity or gaiety with which feme men have 
ended a life of guilt, were unfeigned, they can 
be imputed only to ignorance or ftupidity, or, 
what is more horrid, to voluntary intoxication:—^ 
if they w^re artificial ^nd hypocritical, they wera 
a61s of deception, the ufelefs and unprc^table 
crimes of pride immortified, and oblUnacy un* 
fubdued. 

There is yet another crime poffible, and, as 
there is reafon to believe, fometimes committed 
in the laft moment, on the margin of eternity.—* 
Men have died with a Hedfaft denial of crimes, 
of which it is very difficult to fuppofe them in- 
nocent. By what equivocation or referve they 
may have reconciled their con fciences to faifhood, 
if their confciences \\tre at all confulted, it is 
impolfible to know.- But if they thought, that 
when they were to die, they paid their legal 
forfeit, and that the world had no farther demand 
upon them; that therefore they might, by keep- 
ing their own fecreis, try to leave behind them 
a difputable reputation ; and that the faifhood 
was harmlefs, becaufe none were injured;-—they 
had very little confidered the nature of fociety. 

One 
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One of the principal parts of national felicity 
arifes from a wife and impartial adminiftration of 
juftice. Every man repofes upon the tribunals 
pf his country the ftability of poffeffion, and the 
ferenity of life. He therefore who unjuftly cx- 
pofes the courts of judicature to fufpicion, either 
of partiality or error, not only does an injury tf> 
thofe who difpenfe the laws, but diminifhes the 
public confidence in the laws th^mfelves, and 
fhakes the foundation of public tranquillity. 

For my own part, I confefs, with deepefl; 
cpmpunftion, the crime which has brought me 
to this place; and admit the juftice of my feii- 
tence, while I am finking under its feverity. 
And 1 earneftly exhort you, my fellow prifonersi 
to acknowledge the offences which have been 
already proved ; and to bequeath to our country 
that confidence in public juftice, without which 
there can be neither peace nor fafety. 

As few men fuffer^ for their firft offences, and 
moft convifts are confcious of more crimes than 
have been brought within judicial cognizance, it 
is neceffary to eirquire how far confeffion ought 
to be extended. Peace of mind, or defire of 
ififtruftion, may fometimes demand, that to the 
minifter, whofe counfel is requefled, a long 
courie of evil life fhould be difcovered :-•- but 
of this every man mull determine for himfelf.— • 
To the public, every man, before he departs 
from life^ is obliged to confefs thofe a8s which 
have brought, or mJiy bring unjuft fufpicion 
upon others ; and to convey fuch information, 

H as 
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as^ may enable thofe who have fuffercdlbfles to 
obtain reftitutibn. 

Whatever good remains in our power wc muft 
diligently perform. — We muft prevent, to the 
utmoft of our power, all the evil confequences 
oF our crimes. — We muft forgive all who have 
injured us. — We muft,' by fervency of prayer 
and conftancy in meditation, endeavour to re- 
prefs all worldly paffions, and generate in our 
minds that love of goodnefs, and hatred of fin, 
which may fit us for the fociety of heavenly 
minds.— And, finally, we muft commend and 
entruft our fouls to him, who died for the fins 
oF-men; with earneft wifties and humble hopes, 
that he will admit us with the labourers whp en- 
tered the vineyard at the laji bourj and aflbcfate 
us with the thief whom he pardoned on the 
crofs ! 

To this great end^ you will not refufe to unite 
with me, on bended knees, and with humbled 
hearts, in fervent prayer to the throne of grace !* 
May the Father of mercy hear our fupplicatidns,. 
and have compaflion upon us ! 

" O almighty Lord God, the righteous Judge 
of all the earth, who in thy providential juftice 
doft frequently inflift fevere vengeance upon 
finnery in this life, that thou mayeft by their fad * 
examples effeftually deter others from commit- 
tin^ the like heinous ofFepces; and that they 
themfelves, truly repenting of their faults, may 
efcapc the condemnation of hell: — look dow« 
in mercy upon us, thy Jorrowjul fervants^ whom 

thou 
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thou haft fufFered to become the unhappy, objefts 
of offended juftice in thfs worid ] 

" Give us a thorough fenfe of all thofe evil 
thoughts^ wordsy and toorh^ which haVc (b pro- 
voked thy patience, that thou haft been plcafed 
to permit this public and fhameFul judgment to 
{all upon us; and grant us fuch a portion of 
grace and godly fincerity, that we may heartily 
confefs, and unfcignedly repent of every breach 
of thoffe' moft holy laws and ordinances^ wbicb^ ^ 
a man do^ be Jhall even- live in them. 

** Let no foot of bitternefs and malice, no 
habitual and deadly fin,, ^xildtv ol omffion ox com^ 
mijjion^ remain undifturbed in our hearts! nBui 
enable us to make our repentance univerfal, 
without the leaft flattering or deceitful referve, 
that fo we may clear our confciences befoTc we 
dole our eyes. 

** And now that thou haft brought us within 
the view of our long home, and made us fenfi- 
ble, that the time of our difTolution draweth 
near; endue lis, we humbly pray thee, O grst- 
cious Father, with fuch chriftian fortitude, that 
neither the, terrors of thy prefent difpenfations, 
nor the remembrance of our former fins, may 
have power to fink our fpirits into a acfpondency 
of thy everliafting inercies in the adorable Son 
of thy love. ' 

** Wean our thoughts arid affeftions, good 
Lord, from all the vain and dclufive enjoyments 
of this tranfitory world ; that we may not only 
with patient refignation fubnbit to the appointed 
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(Iroke of death, but that our faith and hope tnay • 
be io elevated, that we may conceive a longing 
dcfirc to be diflblved from thefe our earthly taber- 
fiacles, and to be with Chrift, which is far better 
than all the happinefs we can wifh for befides I 
. , " And in a dixefenfe of our own extraordinary 
want of forgivenefs at thy hands, and of our utter 
unworthinefs of the very lead of all thy favours— 
of the meaneft crumbs which fall from thy table . 
-7-Oh! blefled Lord Jefus! make us. fo' truly 
and univerfally charitable, that in an undiflem- 
bjed compliance with thy own awful command, 
and moft endearing example, we may both freely 
forgive and cordially pray for our moft inveterate 
enemies^ per/ecutorSy and Jlandererxf-^Yorgw^ 
them, O Lord, we bcfcech thee— turn their 
hearts, and fill them with thy love ! 

*' Thus, may we humbly truft, our forrowful 
prayers and tears will be acceptable in thy fight. 
Thus fhall we be qualified, through Chrift, to, 
exchange this difmat bodily confinement [and 
thefe uneafy fetters] for the glorious liberty of 
the fons of God. — And thus Ihall our legal doom 
upon earth be changed into. a comfortable de- 
claration of mercy in the higheft heavens s — 
a,nd all through thy moil precious and all«fufE<t 
cient merits^ O blcfTed Saviour of mankind !— 
who with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, liveft 
and reigneft ever, One Gvd^ world without end. 
A-mcn,' 
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THEFT. 

SUCH unhappy perfons as have teen tempted 
to ST£AL, or who have committed any kfl'cr att 
of fraud or difhoncfty, are earneftly intreaied 
before they are led on to greater crinaes, to 
confidcrthe deplorable condition of the 
THiiF and the robber as it is defcribtd in the 
following extrafl from a difcourfe on the eighth 
commandment. [Folter, yoh iii. Serm. 12.J 
' The FIRST thing, that will immediately oikv 
itfelf to our thoughts, is that to which the name 
eftbe/i is more peculiarly appropriated ; whether 
\t\y^ dandfftine Jiealing^ wheie no alarm is given, 
er robbery committed by violence, to the ti^rr :r 
OT perfonal hurt of the party injured, Thefe 
-iniferable offenders, while their crimes defcrve 
ietefi'dtidn^ are tbemjelves proper objefts of our 
jp//yand compa^on. For their infelicity is often* 
times beyond expreffion, beyond even the con- 
ception of an honeft and upright mind; and 
greateiF-than they ihemfelves, with all their fiu- 
fefaHion and injenjibility^ their audacious defiance 
oiF divine anci human juftice, and the help of 
Artificial incentives to a refolute and intrepid exe- 
cution of their wicked and mifchicvous defigns, 
can, with any tolerable fhare of quietude and 
compofure, bear up under. A brief erwrnera- 
tion of particulars will be fufficient to let their 
deplorable condition in a true light ; • to in- 
fpire fentiments of horror at the moft diftant 
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apprehenfion,. the bare poffibiliiy of being our- 
felves involved in. the lame labyrinth of guilt 
and intricate dijtrefi; ^nd,* of confcquence, a 
ftroug av.erfion to all ia^hi^ginuijag^^ of vice, all 
fuch introduifory ads of in^uftice, as may lead in 
the end to fo abandoned, fo fatal, au extreme. 
. The criminab, of whom we are now fpeaking, 
have renounced their humanity^ and all the rights 
end privileges that naturally, belong to it, Tney 
have hoken the tie by which they Uood relaiedy 
both in point of common affeQion and intexeft, 
to the , reft of mankind. ^ They hav£ engaged 
themfelves in an independent faflion, a perni- 
cious confederacy againft tiniverjal right and 
public order-, and diftinguifhed and marked 
themfelves oiit as foes to the whole fpecies -, and 
are, therefore, moft juftly outcajis from human 
fociety, and treated, from the great law of felf^ 
frefervaiion^ and in necejfary defence of property, 
Jike other wild and ungovernable creatures, tO:a 
level with whom they have voluntarily degraded 
themfelves — ^and vvhofe inflin£t of nature it \& to 
hurt and to dejlroy. 

And befides their being, upon this account, 
declared infamous by the laws of civil govern- 
ment, and expofed to the unfufFerabk vengeance 
X)f God,the univcrfal and righteous judge, whtofe 
foul " hateth the wick^, and him that loveth 
violence;" they are liable to continual anxieties, 
and mqft dreadful -ponies of guilty remprfe, 
and have 00 relief from within^ nor fecurity 
from without^ while danger and terror furround 

them 
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them on every fide. Their only intervals of 
what looks like felf^enjoymeni are, properly 
fpeaking, fcenes of madnefs^ in which their 
• fpirits .are tmnaturally inflamed, and lewdnefs 
and riot^ obliterate and extinguifh /i?i?^(g'/&/; and 
which therefore, though chofen as mitigfitions 
of frefent pattiy are upon the whole an increafe 
of their guilt and mifery. But when nature is 
recovered from this violence^ ^xtd has, in feme 
Bjeafure, ihakeo off the load that was thrown 
upon.it toyif^/^r^jr its kind and wife admonitions j 
when reafon is unfettered^ and begins again to 
e^rt itfelf; the former diftrafclions and inquie- 
tudes ^re renewed^ and perhaps with redoubled 
force,, for their haying been checked not fey 
j^roper knitivei^ but by criminal dehaucbc^s. The 
offender is forced to retire, from the fociety and 
convexfe of mankind, for fear of being difciD- 
vered^ and made an open and ignofninious tK^xa^^e, 
of public juftice. He veils himfelf under the 
Jbaie^ of nighty and fteals from one ohfcmt and 
hafe -retreat to another ; is alarmed upon the leaft 
comfik>PiQ^\ knows that even the perfons, wirii 
vrhom lie intrufts his life, can have no confidence 
iafely repofed in them; and ruins the hazard of 
being, every moment, betrayed by his comp^- 
«ions in rapine and dijbonefi /poiL 
^ TbiSi, which has been already reprefented, is 
a fcene of mifery, to which none of the natural 
and unavoidable calamities of life, kowcvtr griev ' 
msf nor the pangs of death itfelf, in the track of 
virtue and honour, however violent.^ -can bear 
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any proportion. But imagine the criminal. tb 
be deiehed^ and Jecured within the reach of 
juftice, and frefh infelicities (not included in the 
former frightful catalogue of evils, refulting 
from theft and robbery) aiife, and prefent them- 
felves to our view. His agony fpringing from 
guilt muft, at leaft, be the fame, and \\\s fear^^ 
it may be lup'pofed, will croud more thick and 
<:lofe upon him ; and in this deprejftm of fpirit 
and amidft the confti^ of fuch confujed ^nd tu- 
muUuoHS pailions, how is it poffible for him to 
endure the ghaftly and diftqrted looks of his 
fcllow-criminals anticipating their fate, the rat- 
tling of ri&^/>/j, the horrid afpeft of a folitaiy 
and rueful dungeon^ the hourly expeftation of 
deaths the gloomy formalities that precede it, the 
violent^ infamous^ public execution; with but 
little hope, in general, of the mercy of God, 
and too juft apprehenfions of a future, more 
dreadful condemnation. For it is fcarce poffible, 
for fuch heinous tranfgrelfors as thefe, to have 
any good degree of aflurance of the fincerlty of 
their repentance^ without which the everlafting 
mercies of God are not to be fecured; fince 
their forrow and contrition did not commence^ 
till Hell and de{lru£tion were imagined to be 
near^ and lay, in a manner, open and naked be- 
fore them; and therefore may be fufpefted to 
be rather a mechanical pajfion^ a kind of inftinli 
occafioned by the melancholy fituation to which 
they have reduced themfelves, than the efFeft of 
ConvOlim and ingenuity^ and a real inward difpo- 
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fition of mind alienated from their former vices^ 
But fuppofing their fpirits not to ht funk and 
darkemd by the lead tin8ure of defpair; but 
rather prefumptums and elate^ and abfolntely 
fearU/s with refpeft to futurity ; yet if they are 
impenitent (of which there is the utmoft danger) 
this unconcern^ this ctmfident and relent Ufs temper, 
is the circumftance, in the whole train of their 
misfortunes, that ought to be moft ardently de- 
precated; becaufe, being blinded by fo fata) an 
error, their future deftruftion mud be unavoid- 
able. They enjoy, indeed, a few moments of 
eafe and pleafing fond delufion; which will foon 
vanifli, and aggravate tb^ir /ucceeding miferies. 

•* Take beed^ brethren, left there be in any o* 
you an evil heart of unbelief in departing fromt 
the living God." And *' exhort one another 
daily while it is called to day, left any of yoa 
IE HARi>RNEi> thfough ihc dcceitfulnei^i of fin.*' 
Hetk iii. 12, t^ 



EXHORTATION TO PRISONERS^. 

IT is » great mercy of God, not to fuflEbr 
]iien«4o fuin themfelve» both in ihis world, and 
in that which is to come. ' For this end^ he iV 
pleafed to make ufe of feveral wondierfui me- 
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thods, for the reclaiming wicked and ungodly 
men .from the error of tbejr -evil ways. Among 
which, the affUSiani which h^ fends upon fuch 
perfons are ihe moft cpmmo|2. 

By theie be endeavours to put a ftop to their 
iinful courfes, by arrefting their fpirits a while, 
that they may refleft upon their former wicked 
lives, and confider what will be ibe cmfequcnce 
c^ them, and f^ repent and amend them before 
it is too late. This tbey are not always fo fen* 
fible of as they fliould be, who .are a£b'&sd, in this 
manner; and are th^e£ore apt to murmur and re» 
fine at God's-punifiiments,rather than fuffer them 
to have that g(/$d effe^ uppn ^hem, which is de-^ 
figned and intended by their gracious God.* 

But rir they would conQder at all, I would aik 
them, in the Name of.jpod, vho. they think is 
Hheir greatefl: friend5 one thai encourages them 
to enjoy '^ the pleafures pf iin for a feafon^" 
which will betray them to everilqfti»g iefiru8im 
afterwards; or he that puts them to (bme trouble 
n(yw, that they may avoid being eternally mifera- 
ble hereafter ? 

Now this is the cafe, God, who cannot lie, 
has threatened eternal deftruflion to all impeni- 
tent finners. " Except ye repent, ye fhall all 
Jike\vifc periih/* !$t. Luke xiii. 3.- And what 
Tort of perfons ahofe are which Ihall be (hut out 
xA the kingdom of Heaven^ he has lold us by 
his apoQle. St^ Paul. Thtis, a Cor. vi. 9, lo* 
♦* Kitow ye not,, that the unrighteous frail 
Hiot inherit the .kuigjdbm df Cod t Be not de- 
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ceived, neither fornicators^ ,nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeoiindte, norabilfers of ^bem- 
f(^lves witfa mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
npr drunkards, nor revilers^ nor cxtortionersv 
(hall inherk the kingdom of God." Again, 
Gai. V. 19, &c. " Now the works.of the flefh 
are o^anifeft, which are thefe, adultery, fornica- 
ti^ny. uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, idolatry, vitch- 
craft, hafred, variance, emulation, ^rath, firife, 
£bditioi|s, berefies, envyings, murders, drunken* 
nefs, revellings, and fuch Irke : of the which I 
ttU you before^ as I have often toldl you in time 
paft, that they .which do fuch things, fliall not 
i^bjcrit the kingdom of God/' Again, Heb. 
xiii* '4j, ^^ W.bdi'^i^<>ng^rfi and adulterers God 
.will judge/' And ia Rev. kk\. V; it is (aid, 
^^ But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abo- 
minable, and murderers, and ^4ioremongers, 
and fer<;erers, and idolaters, . and all iiars, fiiail 
.havie iheir part ii| the lak.e which burnetii wttb 
iirQ^and brimftone, which is the fecond death.'* 
J^nfji ipQEeover Chrift, who is to be the judge 
p$ ^W men at the laft day, has toid us, what he 
wiU then fiiy to thofe that ihall be placed on his 
left han^) that is, to the wicked aod ungodly; 
" Depart from me, ye curfed, into- everlafting^ 
fyf^f prepared for the devil aa«L his angels.'" 
.ftiau»oc^v. 41 • 
, And^thfn, as he argues in another cafe, 1$ it 
not better for men to part with a limb, to deny 
'.them./elves in. fome beloved luft, to undergo 
iVn;ie prefent lbame> or fome fliort affld6tipn in 
t - H 6 - this. 
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this world, lb they may be happy for ever here* 
after; rather than to live at eafe in their fins 
now, to be fufiered to go on in their villanies in 
this life, inthout any check, and then it cajt 
into Hell afterwards, '^ into the fire that never 
ihatl be quenched, where the worm dieth not ', 
but there ihall be weeping and wailing and gnaih* 
ing of leeih to all eternity." St. Mark ix. 43, 44. 
¥jtV^x&Jeriiiiufiy and often with yourfelves opofi 
theie things, l^hink, how God, inftead of this 
prifonj might have fhut you up inHell^ from whence 
there is no elcaning ; had h<^ not been infinitely 
gracious in fpanng you, that yoc might fee ycMir 
folly, and amend it. Take care efpeciaNy to 
avoid all mtemferanee^ and do not think to de- 
ceive the te^m^fs of your confinement by tbe 
fatfid pleqfnres of that. This will ftill provoke 
. God to be more and more angry with you, and 
will really be the occafi6n of greater judgments 
upon you afterward, for fSx^t feeming pleafure 
which you find by it now. Thaf will pais away 
prefenUy , but tbe guilt it leaves itpon'- yoiir foul, 
without a Mter repentance, will Jlick to it for 
ever, and fink it deeper into perdition. You 
may deceive yourfelf but not God, for ^ God 
is not mocked." Gal. vi. 7. 
« If you wiH now make a good utc of thefe 
affliding circumftances, which God, in his pro- 
vidence, has brought you into, for this very 
purpofe, that you may repent and amende he will 
be gracions to you in the pardon of all your pmjt 
fins. ^ But if the wicked wiU turn firom all his 

fin& 
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fins that he bath committed, and keep all my 
ftatutes, and do that which is lawful and rigl^t, 
he fhall furely live, he Ihall not die. Allhis 
tranfgrefiions that he hath committed, they fhall 
hot be mentioned unto him, in his righteoufnefs 
that he hath done ihall he live. Have I any 
pleafure at all that the wicked ibould die^ faith 
the Lord God, and not that he (hould turn from 
his ways and live ?"* Ezek. xviii. 21, 22, ^3. 

But if you will ^ not bear the rod, and who 
has appointed it," M icah vi. 9, if you will not 
fuflFer ^' the goodnefs of God to lead you to re* 
pentance ;** know this for a mod certain truth, 
that the more heavy and dreadful will your punifib^ 
mtnt be in the next world, the longer you have 
abufed God's patience^ mercy^ and goodnefs in 
this. 

Do iiot fo much contrive, how you may 
'efcape xh^' temporal punifliment, as how you 
may make your peace with God^ and fo avoid 
that which h eternal. The affli£lions and punifb* 
ments which you meet with now itre fliort, they 
are the effe£l of God's mercy: they are fent to 
correH and amend you, not to deftroy you. But 
the punifhments of the other worid are the eiFe£b 
of his anger and wrath^ which will never be a{>» 
peafed, btK ybil- muft fuffer the vengeance ^ 
eternal fire. '* O confider this, ye tl^t tfor^ 
<?od. left he pluck you away, and there be none 
to deliver Vou.** Pfal. I. 2 a. * 

Rememo^r, that you now are (hut out from 
-bufmofs and converfation in the world^ you have 

a great 



a great deal of time in* your faahd^) vhich under 

this reftraint of your ^^iy^Mnny be improved tp 

the benefit of yoxxt /out. .Let a confidetablf 

part of it therefore be 'fplent in refle^ing upop 

your paft lives, in expreflSng yoMX^k^iJrty'/drrofC 

for the wichednefs of your a6lion$, and in praying 

, to Cod moft earneiiiy f^r/ pardm of them> 

through the merius of his Son Chrift Jefus. 

God wiH hear thofe that <^aH upon him ^^9 

and do truly turn frotac^ their wickedn^/^r but 

there is no repentance in tb^ oijper world. -^^ As 

the tree falleth, fo il lieth," Ecckf. 7^i« 3% A« 

death finds men^ judgment m\\ take tbem ; no 

crying, nor tear«, Aor-.eveo pr<$yers will avail 

them any thing theA.^ G^d will (top his ears 

.for ever, and. will not hear them here^ter^' who 

will nothear him now when he calls upon tlien\^ 

nor be obedient. Prov. i. 24. to theend is well 

worth your reading very often ; *' Becaufe I 

have called, and ye refuied, l baveftretched 

out my hand^ and no man regarded* bui ye have 

*fetat nought all my cpunfel^ and w6uld none of 

iny reproof: I alfo will laugh at your calamity, 

1 will mock when your fear cometb j when yoi\r 

.fear cometh as xiefolation^ and your deflrucHon 

^Cometh as a whirlwind ; whctn diftcefs^d angui(b 

comelh upon you: thea^iball tbey^. ^alj :UpQn. 

me^ but I will not anfwer,^^ tbey ih^U f^t^k . me 

early, buttbeyfliall i^otfiodrntf, fonthatthey hated 

knowledge, and did not choofe the fear of the 

Lord; they would noiie of itiy counfei:. they 

^%ifcd 



defpifed all my reproof. , Therefore (hall thg? ' 
eat of the fruit of their own way, ^nd be filled 
with their own devices : for the turning away of 
the fimple (hall (lay chem, and the profperity of 
fools (hall deftroy tbem. But whofohearkeneth 
to me fhall dwell fafely, and ihall be quiet from 
fear of evil." 

Laftly, Think, if God Ihould ever deliver 
you out of this glctomy place, how you can hejl 
make amends to thofe whom you hsLve injured j 
and fet y our Mf in good earnefi to do it; for he 
vill never be accounted by God to have heartily 
repented of the injury he h^s done to others, who 
does not, when it is in his pawer^ make repara* 

. Whatever good refolutims you made in your 
£onfinemeni^ remember to perform them when 
you are fet at liter ty^ and take heed that you 
return not a^ain to your old vicious courfes, for 
^i God has no pleafure in fools, pay that which 
thou haft vowed," Ecckf. v. 4. " Now thou 
,^i made whole, go and fin no more, left a 
worfe thing happen unto tbee," Su John y* 14. 
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A StRH)Ot * 

EXHORTATION TO CRIMINALS 

COMPIKID FOR 

SMALL OFFENCES. 

• • • . . 

• YOU that come under this clafs, arc for the 
moft part raw and inexperienced youths who, 
not aware of the confequences, have b^en drawn 
in by older offenders, to commit thofe crimes, 
for which you are now unprifoned. 

Now as the offences you have committed, are 
not very heinous ones, or have not been, re- 
peated^ regard will moft probably b& had to 
your years, and you will, after proper chaftife> 
tnent, be difmilled irom thefe waUs. Happy 
ihoutd I efteem my felf,. could I fay fomething, 
ihat might induce you to reform your behaviour 
when you are gone from hence, and incline you 
to become good men. 

Be aflfured then, that befides the punifhmeni 
infli^ed on you by the judge, you have mucb 
more to fear in another world from Almighty 
God, who made you : for you have offended 
againfl him, as well as againft the laws of your 
country ; and the moment you die, then begins 
a torment, that will lad for ever and ever,, unfefs. 
you make your peace with him, before you de- 
part 
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part hence. Now, the way to do this, liiuft be 
by finccrely repenting of what is paft, and lead- 
ing a new life for the future : in which cafe God 
will forgive you for the merits of our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift. / 

But before I urge thefe tonfiderations in their 
full force, I will lay before you the confequences 
of your prefent conduft in regard to this world, 
point out the difficulties you moft expeft to meet 
with, if you (haU be prevailed upon to reform, 
and endeavour to fhew you the beft method of 
overcoming them. 

What brought you at firft into this linhiappy 
courfe of life, Was your averfion to work : for 
having long accuftomed yourtclf to idleneft, 
you wasjalmoft under a neceffity of fteaiing to 
fupply the cravings of hunger ; and unhappily 
falling into the company of very wicked and 
abandoned men, yo?u was perfuad^d .by them 
that you might faffely venture, without ?ny 
danger of bemg detefted: and by this means 
you have been induced to commit the crime fdr 
which you now fofFer ; and great fear is ther^, 
as I obferved, that when you are releafed from 
hence^ you will purfue the fame courfe, till at 
length you are condemned to a feverer punifli- 
ment; 

For ift, You will meet with many who will 
ufe all poffible arguments to perfuade you to 
pcrfift— tfiey will commend your dexterity, and 
induce you to think, that youf having been d<J- 
te6led was a inere accident, that may not happen 

again ; 
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agairv: they will tell you jibey.themfeW^s have 
known many (which undoobi^iy is abfplutely 
falfe) who have Jong fubfiftcd in this way, and 
were never difcov^red ; and theriefore why (hould 
not you hope for the fame good luck ? But fup- 
ppfing thefe difcQur(e& ntaikeno ira^preOlon upon 
yp«, (which* is alaipft top favourably a fuppofi- 
.tion^ fuippofiflg ypu^ conceive fuch an horror 
for a prifon, that when pnce^you efcape from 
whence, you are refolved io do nothing that may 
bp the means of briniging you hither again ; yet 
there will be great danger of your being ft<ig* 
/gered in your Ti^fftlAUions merely, from the di^- 
cuky Pf procuring a fubfiAencc; fpr, you Ipt^ir^ 
deftitu^ of chara&ei-sr'gpod people /will hifdjy 
venture 4io. employ you : aj^, hunger becooiiDg 
.Aiarp, and your old coiaapi^nipns no| failing to 
r^aew their feticitatioAs, and you yourfelf bayif^ 
forgot the mifcrie^ of a prifon, you. may top 
eafily be dravv^i in to engage once more, and fo 
fioifh a ihoTt aTui miferable life by aninfafsous 
ileath. ,To avoid this, keep up the imprei2k>ii, 
wliich the horror of your confinement has onoe 
piade, as frefh as you can upon your mind ; and 
refolve lo fubmit to any drudgery, rather than 
4f)cw the like mifery again* And akhojugh ypii 
niuft be contented to undergo hardlhips atfirft, 
yet take courage, and be aifured, th^t if it once 
aptp«ars you are really reformed, there are nvany 
who will take a pleafure in befriending you : and 
ypu yourfelf after fome experience will find fuch 
a fatisfa&ion in your new %yay of UFe^ compared 

with 
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with your farmer^ that ^u mU <have lefs and 
lefs inclination to return. You will ofteo recoV* 
le3, that whilft you was enga|[|6diin bad courfes, 
you had a condant terror AipoA yoiur mii)d| for 
fear of a dlfcovery ; and that the moA you could 
boaft of, was fome hour^ Q£f'\oi and debauchery, 
which however weri^ always imerii^iKed with jea- 
loufies and fufpiiiionf, and frequently Bnded in 
quarrels and bloodihed^: and wh^n thefe mo- 
ments of jollity were p^5 grea^ uneafindfs for 
the tnofl part enfued, you not knowing fame- 
times where to procure the nejUfinQf fal of bnec<d. 
Young as you are you cannot butjconfefs this 
has frequently been your diftreiTed fituatipn. 

Now thefe terrors, and, this dr^d of ftarvingr 
you will hsippily be delivered froixi :. you will be 
ut^der p0 neccility of lurking in obfcurecoroers, 
and fhunning the face of man : you will lie down 
to your reft undifturbed at proper feafons, and 
rife refreflied and cheerful : you will make to 
yourfelf real friends, who will be ready to fttew 
you kindnefs in cafes of diftrefs, inftead of thoie 
wicked and pretended friends, who were -for- 
merly your companions, and who, after tlie tnoft 
folemn proteftations, would have fdt no remorfe. 
in taking away your life. 

There are two particular direftions I would 
wifh you to bear in mind, as what I am convinced 
will be pf great fervice : the one is, That as ail 
llibouf will at firft be very irkfome, on accouflt 
of long difufe, infbmuch that you will think it 
alm^ft impoffible to fubmit to it fox a cootinit- 

ance^ 
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'ance, and thereby be tempted perhaps to give 

-it over; you would only be prevailed upon to 
perfift for a time, afluring yourfelf that habit 
will render it cafier and eafier, till at length it 
will ceafe to be irkfome. The other is; By no 
means aflbciate with yoxir old companions : flee 
from them direfctly, if you Aeet them, and enter 
into no parley with them : there will be very 
little probability of your reclaiming th^rn^ and 
mi^h danger of their enticing you back to your 
old courfes/ 

I will now apply myfelf to you in a religious 
confideration. 

I obferved that the offences you have been 
guilty of, have been committed againft God, as 
well as[ the hws of your country ; and that, what 
you have to fear from him, is much more ter- 
rible than what you can fuffer from thefentence 
of the 'judge : kiiow then affuredly, that we do 

•not lie down to die like the bead, and perifli for 
ever; but we rauft rife from the grave to give 
an account of our works; at which time, all 
thofe who (hall be found to have done good, 
fliall go inu> everlafting life, but evil-doers into 
everlafting fire. It is eafy to foretel what your 
doom muft have been, had you gone on in pur- 
fuing thofe courfes you have lately followed. 
As it is^ you have a bleffed opportunity aflForded 

•you, ofihaking yourfelf happy in this life, and 
everlaftingly happy in the next ; and that is, by 
becoming a fincere good Chriftian. What is 
Tequifite to form this excellent chara6ler, you 

*• will 
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i^iH eafily learn from fom^ of thofe valuable 
books of piety, which are now in almoft every, 
one's hands ; and which will very fully inform 
you (from the Scriptures) in the true nature of 
a Chriftian's duty. However, if you are at a 
lofs,,confult fome worthy clergyman, who will 
take a pleafure in inftru6ling you. The ihorf 
and plain advice I (hall give you, is as follows.. 
In thefirft place, have recourfe to your cate- 
chifm, and read it through with great care and 
attention, cbnfidering it as an excellent guide tp 
rnftrud you both what you are to pra£life, and- 
what to believe in order to falvation ; — next, 
procure a morning and evening prayer, and re* 
folve to ufe them conftantly, with the greateid 
^arneftnefs you are capable of, as knowing you 
^re fpeaking before Almighty God, who feeth 
the heart, and will hear or reje£i you according 
to your (incerity. — On the fabbath, let no con- 
fideration whatever prevent you from attending 
God's public worQiip ; for, befides it being your 
indifpenfable duty fo to do, as it is a day of lei«> 
fure, if you are not employed in good works, 
you will be almoft unavoidably drawn away by 
idie companions to engage in bad ones ; for it is 
univei fally acknowledged, that there is no furcr 
inlet into alj manner of *wickednefs than the 
breach of the fabbath. — In all your undertakings 
in life, make the fincere defire of pleafing God, 
your conftant rule ; — venture upon no one a8ion 
iJxat your confcience tells you he will not approve 
of; thusy.you will preferve your cpnfcience your 

friend, 
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friend^ which will give youtnore comfort than the, 
riches of thewhole world. If atany timeyou are 
furprifed into ftn, have no^eace within youi felf 
tillyou'havefinccrely repented, andafkedfiJrgive- 
nefs for the fake of Jefus Chrift. And upon the 
whole, be aflbred, it you can be prevailed upon 
to proceed in this bleffed courfe to the end, you 
will experience as much happitiefs as this tranfi-^ 
rory life is. capable of affording, with this addi- 
tional fetisfaftion, that you have a prpmife from 
God, wha cannot deceive you, of being coin- 
pfetely happy with him to all eternity. A thou- 
iandand ten thoufand times will you break forth 
into raptures of the fincereft gratitude for his 
goodnefs in giving you grace to fee your error 
before it was too late ; for that otherwifq you 
might long ago have been in the number of thofe 
to whom it would. have been good never to have 
been born. 
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ADVICE 

TO * 

. I*ERSONS IN CONFINEMENT 

HOW TO BEAK SOLITUDE AND WANT. 

WHEN men are prifoner«, whmer f^r debt 
or for crimes, they will be apt to lament and 
com^pknn) efp^cially where they are kept long 

in 
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10 pri (on, under tfae burden of/i/iin^, orvumf^, 
or both. They are ihut up from their &iond9 
and acquaintance, and are much ftraitened for 
the GOt>veniences, it may be for the neceOaries, 
of life. I ihall therefore give them fome brief 
direftions how to'cbndttft themfelves^ that they 
may receive banefit from each of thefc bitten 
ingredients in the cup of wretchedneft which, 
poor prifoners muft taftc. 

And ftrft as,t)oy^///;»)d&;-^tha[t indeed) is a pu*. 
milimeni 39 coming to tbem againil their wiils,. 
av iheir imprironmeht is ; but nothing is more- 
fit to-be their choice, if they would make rew 
pentance : their iMifinefs. For he muft retire 
from the world who would in eameft converfe 
with- God, and look into himfelf. The moft 
holy perfons do this at certain times, as the befi 
means of keeping their accounts even with God, 
and |^rfe£ling their repentance; and all men 
have reafon enough to wifh for an opportunity 
of rexireraent before their deaths ; efpecially if, 
though advanced in age, they are young in pe- 
nitence. For when men at nrft enter upon the^ 
great work of repentance, it is extremely ad- 
vifaUe, and more than ordinarily needful £of them j| < 
to retire from the noife, ^nd bufinefs, and diver- 
fions of the world, that they may have Httle 
elfe to do, but to attend it; and that they may 
keep out of the way of their former evil courfes, 
till they have unlearnt them ; andof their corrupt 
acquaintance and companions^ till they can with- 
ftand and deny their foUcitations ; and of thofe 

tempta- 
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tdnptations of the world which have ordinarily 
been too hard for them hitherto, till they have 
cohfiderately formed, and fixed, and fortified 
their holy refolutions to fuch a degree as to be 
able to overcome them. 

Let pri Toners therefore make repentance their 
w<H'k and bufinefs in prifon, and then they may 
thank their profecutors for the benefit of their 
folitude^ and melancholy retirement, and make 
it their own hearty defire and free choice. If 
they employ it to converfe with God, an3 t^ 
know and amend themfelves, which they may 
do if they pleafe, and will do if they are wife to 
do well for themfelves, their imprifonment will 
become the means of their fpiritual anci eternal, 
profit. And. thus, what God fends to punilh 
your fins, O ye poor prifoners, by your wife ufe 
thereof you will convert into a remedy for thent. 
And this alone will change that confinement^ 
which may come upon you as a curfe, into the 
greateft blefllng. 

^ And to make that confinement eafy to you in 
the practice, which this way will be fo blefled 
and beneficial in the effefts, keep your fancy 
from runningout after the noife, the di verfions, and 
bufy occupations and entertainmentsof the world. 
Difcontent and roving defires abroad are the 
greaicft caufe of difquiet and vexation in being 
fhiit up* But keep your mind at home, and 
your defires within bounds, and the want of 
thofe liberties abroad which you covet not, and 
which you daily fee do hurt to others, and have 

.. formerly 
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formerly done very much to yourfelf, will fit 
light upon you. 

And confider, that as you are hereby kept 
out of the buTinefs and enjoyments, fo are you 
likewife out of the temptations, and, if you 
pleafe, may. be out of the cares of this world. 
And ordinarily the temptations of liberty have 
iHore of danger, and of the cares of trouble 
and forrow, than the enjoyments thereof caa 
£aiiiy recompence. 

Perhapjs you fancy, that now you are as pne 
^aken atmoft out of the world. But what if you 
be ? iYou have feen evil enough, and done too 
wuehin it, to be fond of it;, and .this'recefs 
from the w^ld affords you great advantages, of 
making. yourfelf ten ihoafand times more happy" 
in another world. And if imprifonment is bid- 
Sing adieu to the world, confider, that this time 
of your commitment to prifon is not the firft 
time bf your renouncing the world, for every 
Chriftian doth this when he is baptized. They 
all profefs to be as pertons out of this worid^ 
and to keep hearts free and difengaged from it, 
and to live above it: and if men are j-eally of 
this mind, it will not affeft them much where^. 
foever God calls them to make their abode in it^ 

You are reftrained alfo to one place, and miift 
move but in a narrow compafs. But if by God's 
blefling you can have your health, and be eafy 
and quiet Under this confinement to one place, 
Aay you not well be contented not to change 
wbilll you are well, and whilil fucb is tl^e will 

I .of 
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of God? And if it pleafe God to fend fickncfs, 
though you were at home (icknefs would confine 
YOU to your own houfo, or it may be to your 
bed^ which is a narrower compafs than a prifon. 
is. It is worfe being a prifoner to a diieafe than 
to the keepers of common prifons. .And dif«* 
ealesy as the worll of jailors, bring their {Mri-i 
foners into fucb a clofe cuftpdy, as k much 
more irkfome and ^ffli£kive than any other is« 
You are fhut up indeed, but you may be at 
feft, and fit at cafe; but under a difeafe you are 
ftut up too, and perhaps confined more clofely^ 
and that toa with conftaot pain and anguiih. 

But whatever reftraints you are under in prifon 
as to your body, yet remember, that even there 
j,Q\xr mind is free; your thoughts may go abroad^ 
and riin over all the great occurrences of your 
Mfe, and fetch in matter enough to hufy yourielf 
withal, even all thoie things through all your life 
^hich you ihould be fenfibk were done ill, and 
%i^hich you haye yet fpace before yon die to 
<;orre3 and make betten You have liberty to 
think a&much as you pleafe of God and of your-» 
&lf, of the joys of Heaven, and the terrors of 
Hell, and the vanity of this worlds s^nd of all 
things elfe which may either direfi or comfort 
you, and he of ufe either to your foul or body. 
Nay, the more your body is reft rained, and the lefs* 
you have left to mind of other things, the more 
liberty you have for thefe thoughts. A nd there* 
V &^ if ipiritual things and employments are your^ 
&G&go^ iaftead of being a pUce of incuavbvance 
5 . ^ and 
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And reftraint, your prifon h a placie of leifur« 
and freedom. Take away the name of prifoni 
as an old author advifes, and call it a retrre-- 
ment; and that is no hindrance, but the greateft 
opportunity and advantage to true penitents, and 
^iritualiy and heavenly minded perfonsi. 

And then fecondly, as for the other embitter* 
tnent of want and poverty^ when God is pleafed 
^ fo fend it too, be patient under it, an^ fet your- 
Selves to gain as much by it as you can. And 
if you pleafe, you may gain abundance more 
thereby in fpiritual exercifes and improvements, 
than your bearing all its temporal hardfhips and 
inconveniences will amount to. 

When you are brought therefore to a poof 
eftate, be fure you take care to be poor in fpirit, 
and to indulge no thoughts but what are fuited 
to your povqrty . D o not let your defires wander, 
or your fancy pleafe itfelf with refleSfefng upon 
your former abundance and enjoyments; but 
look now onJy for fuch things as arc fit for a 
perfon in your prefent want and poor eftate to 
de&re and think of. 

As a poor man then, be content if you are 
reduced to a coarfe and frugal diet, and a meau 
habit, and a hard bed. Be content if you have 
nothing elfebut neceflaries, which God provides' 
lor all hrs creatures, even the ** beafts of the 
field, and the birds of the air," who, as out- 
JLord obferves, have no contrivance to " lay up 
ftores'* for themfefves. Nay, efteem and own 
yourfeff unworthy even of thcfc neceffary prcr- 

I a vifionS| 
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vifions, and think it not enough to be contented 
with them hut be thankful for thera; and fcek 
them without folitude, or ipiftrufts of provi- 
dence; but after a chearful care fpent in the 
^efi ways you have to compafs them, quietly 
rely on God, and truft him for thera. Do What 
you can to have them of your own; if that ftic- 
ceeds not, afli of them who are like to pity and 
relieve you, God fometimes puts it into the 
hearts of thofe to give, whom you do ^ot a£k, 
and fend it to you, you know hot how. 

And in your poverty be fure to be humble. 
Jbe. willing and contented to be maintained what 
way God pleafcs; and if he bring your ftate to 
need an alms, let not your fpirit be above.it; 
think not yourfelf too good to receive, or, if 
need be, modeftly to a& it. And be patient 
where ymi meet with repulfe«, and thankful for 
all that is given you, whether it be little or 
much ; yea, even for good words and compa-f- 
fionaie anfwers where you receive nothing elfe. 
And if un:!er a poor eftate you can, by God's 
grace, arrive to this true poverty of fpirit, yoa 
are a rich poor man ; you are poor in this world, 
but ". rich in faith and good works," as our 
tleflcd Saviour Chrift, and his apoftles, and 
carlieft faints for the rnoft part were; and may 
comfortably hope through his grace, to have 
your hum!)le, holy, and obeciieia poverty re- 
warded iit laft together with theirs, with un* 
fpeakfjble riches, honour^- and happinefs in his 
heavenly kingdom. 

And 
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And having after this fort received and rm- 
proved both your poverty and your folitude, 
look upon them again with a difcerning and 
impartial eye, and then tell, me what caufe you 
have to repine or complain of them. Judge of 
them, not by the opinions which other people 
pafs, but by the good ufe which you yourfelf 
make of them. They are certainly good, ex- 
ceedingly good to you, when you receive and 
improve them after this manner; and therefore 
are things-, not only for you to bear, but to blefs 
God, and to b^ thankful for them. 
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ADVICE 

TO 

If ABITUAIi EVIL LIVERS. 

TO vifit people of this charaQer, when they 
come to die, is fo frightful and fo difficult a part 
of a clergyman'^ duty, that one would be at 
any pains to prevent fo afili£ting and fo uneafy 
a talk; and which- can only be prevented by 
dealing with fuch people very often and plainly, 
while they are in health. 

By reprefenting to them the danger they are 
in while they live in open rebellion againft God; 
That as fare as God is juft, he will call them to 

I 3 a fevere 



174 ^ COMPAltlOK FOR TH£ FRISONSR. 

a ievere account for .the abufe df his good 
creatures, — fbr defiling their own bodies,— -for 
tempting others to iin, — for mifpending that 
very time which God has given them to work 
out their falvation, — for the evil example they 
give, — for leading an idle and unprofitable life, — 
and fbr diflionouring Gody his lazvs^ his namej and 
his day; — upon all which accounts, they are 
ynder the difpleafure of Almighty God; his 
judgments are hanging over their heads conti* 
fiually ; nor have they any hopes of mercy but 
by a Ijpeedy repentance. 

For (as it is plain from God's word. Gal. v. 
19.) the fentence of eternal death is already 
pronounced againft them, ''and God only knows 
how foon it may be executed. — Whoremongers^ 
drunkards^ unjujl^profane^ and even the unprejitaile^ 
fiiall not inherit the kingdom of heaven, but 
ftall be caft into outer darknefs, where the worm 
dieth net, and where the fire is not quenched. 

By doing this faithfully, a paftor will keep 
the confcience and the fears of a finner awake ; 
he will fin at lead with uneafinefs, and finding 
that fin is a reed floury ^ he may perhaps at laft 
refolve to feek for eafe in the ways of God*s 
commandments. 

That he may do fo, we ought to fet before 
him the happinefs which he is yet capable, by 
God's grace, of obtaining; for the very defign 
of the Gofpel, (as Jefus Chrift himfelf tells St. 
Paul, A3s xxvi. 18^) is, to turn men from dark- 
nefs to |ight| and from the power of Satan unto 

God, 
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God, that they may rfeceive forgivenefs of fins, 
and an inheritance amongft them that are fan6li- 
fied by faith in Chrift Jefus. 

After this a paftor muft ehdeavour to drive 
him from all his holds of falfe hopes^ and vain 
purpofes. For inftance, — of repeating time 
enough hereafter; as if finders could repent 
when they pleafe, or as if. it were enough to be 
forry for one's fins, which a man may be when 
it is too late to amend and to " bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance," Let him therefore fee 
that by deferring his repentance, he makes it 
ftill more difficult to repent, and'that when once 
he has filled up the meafure of his fins, he muft 
after Vfcdi/ expeft neither grace nor pardon. 

Left he fhould depend upon the goodhefa and 
long-fuffering of God, let him know that //)/> 
ought to lead him to repentance. 

That it is a great mercy that God, notwith- 
(landing all a finner has done to provoke him^ 
will yet reftore him to favour, and- be a father 
to him. 

Let him know that there is certainly evil 
towards that man, who fins and profpers in his 
fin, it being a fign of God*s greateft difpleafure^ 
and that he leaves fuch a man to himfelf,. a coDr 
dition the moft to be dreaded. 

Let him be affWed, that if once the fentence 
of the unfruitful tree is pafled,: ** Cut it down, 
why cumbereth it the ground," the prayers and. 
^car^ of the whole world cannot fave it* 

1 4 And 
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And laftly; endeavour to convince him, that 
God Js ^ij/?, as well as good^ and that he hath 
already fhewn. that his mercy and goodnefs can 
be provoked, fince he has condenined creatures 
of a much higher and better order tha.n we are, 
even the very angels therafclves when they re- 
belled, " which he hath referved in everlafting 
chains unto the judgment of the great day.'* 

After this, reprefent to him the; mercy of 
God, in fparing him fo long, and in not cutting 
him off in the midft of his fins; his readinefs to 
forgive fuch as truly turn unto him, and that 
there is joy in heaven over a finner tliat re- 
penteth. 

And that he may not think his cafe dcfperate, 
(as great linners are apt to do, when their con- 
fciences are awake) or that it is a thing impoffible 
to overcome the evil habits he has contrafted; 
let him under ftand, that as the goodnefs, fo the 
power of God is infinite; that the fame fpirk 
which raifed up our Lord Jefus Chrift from the 
dead, can raife & finner from the death of fin 
unto a life of righteoufnefs. This, let him fled- 
faftly believe, and ufe hrs endeavours, and fuch 
a faith will work wonders. 

Now, if a finner is once brought to a fenfe of 
his evil condition, and has thoughts of becoming 
a new man, he will fl:ill want his paftor's affiftr 
ance and advice, what methods to take in order 
to his fincere converfion. 

And firft, he muft be told plainly, that he ha^ 
a work of labour and difficulty to go thiough; 

^ * fuch 
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fijch as will require thoughts of heart,, great 
patience, earned prayers, and earned endeavours^ 
felf-denial and perfeverance : but then he muft 
confider, ^ihat it is for bis life^ and that Jefus' 
Chrid has told us, " That draight is the gate 
that leadeth unto life." 

He mud then be made fenfible, that as of hira«^ 
fclf he can do nothing, fo by .th#» grace of God 
he can do every thing that God requires of him,j 
which he mud pray for with the concern of one 
that is in earned. To his prayers, 4ie mud add. 
his bed endeavours, that is, he mud avoid the 
occafions of fin ; — keep out of the way of tempta* 
lions; — avoid all company that may any way 
divert his thoughts from his holy purppfes; — he 
mud fed, and. deny himfelff a great many things* 
which his corrupt heart hankers aften And i£ 
thefe things appear difficult, unto him, let hvaii 
a(k himfejf, whether it is better to do fo nov^^ 
than to dwell with.evexlading; burning? hete- 
after. > 

A fick man^ for his health, will do allthis:*— f 
he will avoid company ; hje will obftrve rules;, 
he will take very bitter potions; he will endure 
very many, things to. make the' remainder of his 
life comfortable. A finner that confiders, thafe 
his four lies .at dake, and that eternal hgppinefs- 
or mifery will be the event, will not think any; 
thing too much which God prefcribes* 
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EXHORTATIONS PROPER FOR SERVANTS- 
SERVANTS ought not to imagine that flie 
Bieannefs of their condition will free them from ' 
being accountable to God for their behaviour in 
that ftate of life in which his providence has 
placed them. They are as ciapabl^ of eternal 
luppinefs, and as liable to eternal mifery, as the 
viafters they ferve, and as ftri6t an account will 
be required of them ; and therefore the apoftles 
are very particular in fetting down the duties of 
Aeir calling, and the fins they ought to be moft 
careful to avoid. 

For example : — That they Ihould be diligent 
m their buiinefs, not with eye fervice, as men- 
pkafers, but as the fervants of Chrift, in fingle- 
ne&.of heart, fearing God; ^^ Knowing that of 
fbe Lord they fliall receive a reward.*' Col« 
iii. 24. 

They fhould be often put in mind to make a 
confcience of their mafter's intereft, that nothing 
ttnder their care be loft or wafled by tbar negli- 
gence. " This is to ^fliew all good fidelity.** 
Titus ii. 10. ' 

To be exa£tly juft and honeft, not purloining 
as the apoAle (peaks, but remembring, that he 
was an unjuft fteward^ and not to be imitated by 
any honeft fervant, who made himfelf firiends at 
his mafter's^ cpft. Luke xvi. 1. 

To bear with patience the orders and the re- 
proofs of thofe to whom they are fubjed, liot 
only to the good and gentle, but alfo to the 
Ireward. St. Peter f^kh exprcfsly, That fuch 

fub<« 



labtniflion is not only a duty, but a duty ^* ^c* 
ceptable to God." t ftitr ii. 2ia 

They fhall havii ± ftriO: charge giveri^^tem — 
fo avoid lyMg^ which is hateful to G6d, [Prov^ 
vi. 17.] and tale-bearings which is the occafioii 
of much fin and mifchief. Not to corrupt their 
owrt, or other's hearts and memories with filthy 
fiories^ -viokitdi fongs^ or profane expri06m. fjtvet 
to -be tempted by the authority of a wickect 
inafier, or by the 6a:ampfe or a wiclced fel* 
low-fervarit^ to do ariy thiftg that is unjufij ex-* 
travaganf, or 6ny way Utitawfut. 'to avoid^ 
Jlatb and idleiiejs^ which are very bad charafters 
©f a fervant^ 

They (hoald be often called upon to be care* 
ful to keep the Lord'is-day holy. 

Servants, have- a fpecial right and intepeft in 
that day, given them by God himfelf, — not to 
fpend it ia idlenefs and vanity, but in going to 
church and hearirig Gdd^s word!^ and begging 
his grace, comfort,, and bleffing, that whatfoever 
their lot is in this life, they may not fail to be 
Sappy in the next. 

For this reafon, they fhOuM bie jSor iii mind*^^ 
that their ftate of life do6s riot excufe thejA ffoflt 
prayifig^to Grod daily a^^irdl as'th6y can, tfei:tS 
they mty faithfully, difcharge theif» duty, aridpi^ 
ticntly bear the burthen laid upon them; whicfit 
tite Bttcaneft fervarit will be better content withj^ 
if he \t put in mind bf our bleffed Lortij^ wfto^ 
though he was the fon of the Moft Higb^ yet' 
he took updri him the' condition of a feivanf to^ 
tl^ach uCs hmttiliiy,.' and that the bWeli conditioii 

• I 6 is. 
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is acceptable to God, Where people are careful 
to do the duties of fuch a ftate. 

Laftly ; — Servants Ihould know, that labour 
is the punifiiment of fin appointed by God him-, 
felf, who paffed this fentence upon Adam, [Gen. 
iii. 19.] « In the fweat of thy face Ihalt thou 
eat bread ;" condemning him and his pofterity 
to -labour and toil, that diey might look for reft 
in heaven, fince there is fo little true fatisfaSion 
on earth. So that fuch as accept of this punifii- 
ment in fubmiflion to the appointment of God,- 
have indeed a better title to pardon and happi- 
nefs than fuch as fpend their liv^ in eafe and 
pleafure. 



EXTRACTS 

FROM 

BISHOP WILSON'S MAXIMS OF PIETY. 

. Afflinions. 

WHY Siould a living man complain of the 
punifhment of his fins ? All fin muji be puniflied 
here or hereafter; juftice requires it, as well as. 
the nature of our condition ; fob health and 
profperity are moft likely to corrupt us. The 
crofs only can bring us back to God. We judge 
of our merit by the worldly advantages we enjoy. 
God is forced to fhew us our miftake, and our 
dependance upon him, by affliftians, &c. He 
that is uneafy under the cror$ would ferve God 
with that which cods Jhim nothing. Let us. 

confider 
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confider the iflues of profperity aYid adverfity, 
an4 then we Ihall eafily perceive by which we 
have been moft gainers. . , 

Affii£iions are always ufeful, efpecially when 
they oblige us to have recourfe to God. , 

Atonement. 

The offering fuch condition to the party of- 
fended, as he ihall judge proper to accept, for 
the offence committed, and fufBciept fatisfaftion. 
Thus JefusChrifl offered to God fuch fatisfaClion 
as he was pleafed with, for the fins of mankind,' 

Calamities 

Are always good, both in their original^ 
(which is from God) and in their end, either to 
exercife the good, to chaftife offenders, or t«f 
punifh the wicked. . 

When we pray for the removal of ealamitieis, 
we fhould firfl lay afide the fins that are the oc- 
cafion of them. 

People too often confider the calamities them- 
felves, rather than the fins which have drawn 
them down. 

Chrift crucified, 

A facrifice on which depended the falvation 
of the whole world. 

. Jefus Chrift^ on the Crofs. All men were with 
him on the crofs, becaufe he theie fupplicd their 
place as their victim. 

We ought to humble ourfelves for beincr fo 
miferable, that nothing but the death of the Son 
qf Qod could fave us, 

Necejpty 
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Necejjjity of Cbrift's death. If nothing had 
been done to deter us from fin, both God and 
his pardbn would have been defpifed. 

Ctmfcknce* 

God only needs to deliver a finner to his own . 
confcience, to be avenged of his fin. 

Cm/cience is the prefent opinion a man has of 
his own anions. 

When men have once fufFered their confciences 
to be governed by their paffions, the vilcff wick- 
•dnefs will be caued a zeal for God, 

When confcience forfaked a xnan^ the fpirit 
of God does fo too. 

Peace of confciencf, never to be obtained bul 
by the rooting out of finv — This will fuppbrt 
you under all worldly afflidionsy and enable you 
to go through every difficohy of life, when you 
kftow that yoa ^e in the way to heaven^ and 
endeavouring to pleafe God/ 

EviJ Converjation. 

If you fee any man induftrious topropagater 
impiety, infidelity, a difregard to God's laws, 
and difcipline, be afTured of it, that maa is an 
agent of Satan, 

A man never converfes with evil people, (un- 
iefs in order to convert them) who does not 
leave them* with his heart infeOied, — his minif 
obfcured, — ^his fcnfes tainted, — his faith weak-* 
ened by their maxims, bis hope lelTenec^ — ^and 
ill his graces corrupted, 

Cor^ 
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Corruption of our Nature: 

This is the firft principle of piety and reli- 
gion. 

He that will carefully look inta his own heart, 
will certainly find either all vice*, or the feed of 
all vices, ready to grow up, if not rooted out. 

' . Cuftom. 

Diforders are not lefs crimtnal for being 
common, nor will they be lefs puniflied on thiar 
account. 

Damnation. 

Men need not be at pains to go to hell ; they 
vill go there of courfe, if they make no refiil-' 
aiice, -but leave themfelves at liberty. 

Dfoih. 

Our faappinefs or mifery begins when we die.— 
It is only youc fins that can make you afraid of 
dying. 

It concerns us more than our life is worth, to 
know what will become of us when we die. 

When death comes, we fhall either be infi- 
nitely happy, or infinitely miferable, as fure asr 
we now live^ as- fure as God is true ; fo that there 
is no trifling io a matter of fuch concern. 

If we look «pon dfeatfr onfy as a puniihment 
to which we, as finners, are juffly condemned, 
wc could have litde corafon in the thoughts of 

k. - 

But if we look upon it in another vfcwi as 
a facrifice for fin, whitA Godwiii mercifully 
acaept of^ in union vith the death of his Son, 

for 
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for the pardon of all our offences, provided we 
fubmit to it as due to our fins, the thought&^of 
death will then be matter of real comfort to us. 

Our only confidence is to be derived from: 
God^s mercy in Jefus Chriftj with full purpofes, 
of doing our duty^ 

• . ^ ^ DejeHed Spirit . 

You muft not always expe6i £un-fliine, but 
to have your tura of darknefs, &c. Let not. 
this make you uneafy. You can do nothing of 
yourfelf. He that gives joy, can, and will, give 
you flrength to bear forrow. 

Do every thing with a defire to pleafe God, 
let what will come of it; then. you are fafe; alf 
will be well at laft*. 

God has very often granted the greateft favours 
to the greateft linners. As inftances of his mcKcy 
and goodnefs, &c. that none may. defpair, who 
feek him in fincerity^ 

lief pair i 

Confider what Goddan do^ and you will never 
defpair of fuccefs.. 

God never leaves us till we forfake him.. Wc 
do ihis, or are in danger of doing fo,. when we 
Ibrget very often to think of him^ and ta Uvfi, as 
if in bis prejence. 

No man is fallen beyond the power of Godlo 

raife him. 

AJl people ought to be brought to defpair of 
falvation willxout holinefs of life. 

We 
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We never feek Chrift too late, or to no pur- 
pofe, when we feek. him with fincerity, humility, 
and a jpenitent heart. 

Divine Grace 

Repairs all the mifchief which fin has made 
In our nature, — recovers us from the flavery of 
our lufts,-— difpels the darknefs of our under- 
fianding,— heals the infirmities of our will,-^ 
Bures us of felf-love, carries us from the crea- 
ture to the Creator, — and, from being enemies^ 
makes us children of God. 

Dreadful Truths 

Are not to be forborne for fear of cafting men 
into defpair. -They are rather to be often incuU 
cated, to force finners, by the fight of their 
dangers, to throw themfelves into his arms, who 
is the only refuge of all finners. 

Eternity. 

Confider^ things as they have regard toet^r* 
nity. 

Eternity^ Death. The only happinefs of this 
life is, to be fecure of a.blefled eternity. 

J^ternity., Time. Now is the time in which 
we muft chufe what and where we will be to all 
eternity. -There is no time to be loft, to make 
our choice in. ' 

. Where eternity lies at ftake, he that lo(eth 
one day, hazards all. i > 

Tears. 
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Fears. 

He that attempts to get rid of his fears, hj 
running from God, will infallibly increafe them. 

Men are too apt to flatter themfelves that God 
will not be fo (evere as he has threatened. This 
fa^dens men in fin, and makes them boldly 
venture upon damnation. This is to reprefent 
God as a Cod not terrible in judgment. Let a 
juft fear of God's vengeance have its proper 
effcd, &c. The fpirit of God makes ufe of 
flames, of fire and brimftone, to awaken us, to 
reprefent it to us. 

You fee, therefore, the folly of thofe who 
lay that there is one event to the righteous and 
the wicked. [£cf 1. ix. 2. J That it is in vain to 
ferve God. Mai. iii. 14. 

You hear, oo the other hand, what the Pfalir.ift 
fays, and which is worth your laying to heart, — 
That in keeping God s commands, there is the 
great reward, — ^a reward which eye hadi not 
ieen. Set. 

God Almi^ty. 

It will be a dreadful thing to be convinced of 
the power of God, by the terrors of his juftice, 
rather than by the o- r tnefs of his mercy to 
finners, and fuch zi :. j!: i.» him. 

OmnifcUnce of God. 

God fees every thing. This is matter of 
comfort to good men, and matter of terror to 

die wicke4* 

Grtuc 
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Grace of God^ 

Not an infufed habit or quality; but fucTi ciN 
cumftances, ordered by God, as incline a man 
to conGder and attend to the things which con- 
cern his falvation; as for example. — A fit of 
iicknefs, or fome calamitous accident; — this 
awakens the foul^ makes it hearken to reafon : 
thefe reafons are either fuggefied by the fpirit, 
or by his providence offered by 9 good book, 
fermon, or friend, and often produce an effeft, 
vrhich, if God had not fo ordered every thing, 
all th^ reafon in the world could not have wrought 
his' converfion. 

God's Hatred of Sin. 

How great muft it be, when he punifhed it fo 
terribly in the mod noble of hii creaturesi the 
\tTy angel8« 

Grace. 

. God gives grace, but he gives it only to thoCt 
that labour and pray for it. 

God has promifed his grace and fpirit to thofe 
that aflc; he has not done fo in refpefl to any 
temporal good things. 

Whatever favours are (hewed to men, who 
either have no right to them, or have forfeited 
their right, muft be faid to be of giace. 

The grace of God, amongft other ways, works 
upon us, by fetting certain thoughts (Vrongly 
before us, and by keeping off others ;— by di- 
verting 
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verting us out of the way of temptation, and 
when we meet with fach, by fuggefting fuch 
reafons as are moft proper to convince us, and 
by making us attend to them, &c. 

To fay we have not power to do what God 
requires of us, is blafphemy. 

Impurity^ 

An habit of impurity extinguiQieth all the 
principles of a chriftian life. 

Inconjideralhn. 

We are afraid of reprefenting things, of the 
greatcft concern to us, to our minds by frequent 
meditation, left it (hould make us uneafy. And 
our misfortune is, we are not uneafy enough ; 
but can this unthoughtfulnefs hinder what God 
has declared ihall follow ? 

Judgment. 

Judgments delayed are generally moft terrible, 
when God fufFers finncrs to fill up the meafure 
of their fins. » 

Judgments of God. When once the moft 
fcandalous fins become generally matter of mirth 
rather than of forrow and fhame, we have reafon 
to believe that the judgments of God are not far 
off. 

Labour. 

"In the fweat of thy face thou fhalt eat bread.'* 
Labour, therefore, is a duty from which no man 

livings 
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living is exempt, without forfeiting his right to 
his daily bread. 

We are obliged to it, as we. are men^ by this 
fentcnce; as we are Cbrijlians^ in conformity to 
Chrift, whofe life was all labour and fufferings; 
and dLsJinners^ who cannot be reconciled to God 
but by labour and pains. 

No man livijig is excufed from labour of fom« 
kind or other, eitherof the mind or body, though 
his worldly circumftances be never fo good. In- 
numerable are the evils occafioned for want of 
being convinced of this truth; fuch as, plays, 
clubs, diverfions of all kinds, drunkennefs, tip- 
pling, &c3. 

Liheriine. . 

Why are too many plea fed to hear religion 
ridicuUd? Is it becaufe it is ridiculous ? No: 
but it is becaufe men's, lives ?.re corrupt, and 
they wiHi fecretly that there was ho truth in re- 
ligion. 

Libertines fear nothing : ** the devils fear atld 
tremble.** 

The Night comet b wben^no Man can work. 

We feldom confider this till it is too Jate.*-^ 
Time is often a burthen ; — and yet eternity de- 
pends on it We cannot always do what wi 
wi(h to do ; b«t we can always do what is proper 
to our condition, and that is what is beft pleafing 
to God. Vaifiamuiements, ufelefs correfpond- 

encie^i 
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enctesi unprafitable €onvcrIation% are all nwe 
loft. 

Number of Sinners 

Does n^t hinder God from exercifing his ven* 
geance upon them^ though it may fometiaiea 
prevent the punilhments of men» 

• Obfiinacy. 

Sad is die condition of that fick perfon who 
is afraid of bdng cured. We do not confider, 
that th^ is the cafe of an infinite nuinber of fick 
(buls. 

Penitent. 

A penitent finner is no longer a finner in the 
fight of God. 

* 

Profer. 

A finner, that prays for any other aoercies 
but the grace of repentance and converfion^ 
omft not cxpdEt to be heard. 

God knows our wants; but he commands us 
to pray often, that we may often think of him, 
which we cannot do without aftually believing, 
hoping in^ and loving him^ as the only being 
able to fatisfy our (fefires. Now, thefe a£b 
begets habits oi faith j bope^ and love ; and it is for 
ihi* reafi^a, that we are commanded to pray,— 
liKit we may get thefe habits. , 

The eloquence of prayer confifts in our pro* 
* pofiog our wants to God in a plain manner : — 

« Lord, 
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^^ Lord, if thou wilt, thou canft make me whole. 
Lord, help me. Lord, incres^ip our faith, Lord^ 
i^ve us, or we perifh.*' 

Woe to them whofe prayers Gpd hears, as be 
did the prayers of the Gergafenes, when they 
prayed Jems Chrid to depart put of their 
country, 

Rsligm 

Does not depend on our opinion; its prind^ 
pies are as fure and lading as God himfelf. 

They that live without religion will die without 
any hopes of happine^Ai. 

Wicked men, not being able to excufQ their 
principles or their Hvqs^ endeavour to ruin the 
authority of that word, and thofe paftors, which 
reprove them. 

R$pentame. 

There is no repentance where there i& not a 
change ofheart. 

Repentance is the great privilege of the Gofpe!,^ 
obtained by the fatisfaQion made by the Son of 
God, that we may be pardoned on our repisnt* 
ance, which we never could have hoped for 
without that fatisfa^liop. 

Theret i$ no oth^r choice, but repentance or 
damnation.. 

The devM aims at two things with regard to 
fiiiQfers.; either t^ hiodier them from repentaoce^ 
or to maike them repent 94 Jud^ ^^p 

Nothinj^ 
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Nothing is troublefome to us, fo long as we 
are not obliged to change our hearts. 

.By repentance, we are to underftarid a ncvr 
nature, a* new life. There is no difficulty in 

this. : ' 

« 

Reprobate. 

• » 

It is one of the greateft judgments in the world, 
to be left to ourfelvds, .and to be permitted to 
aft as we: plea fe. 

When, having laid afide the care of kheir own 
fouls, men labour to corrupt and deftroy othets, 
it is then they are filling up the me^fure of their 
fius apace^ ' 

' Satan. 

All the power he has ovef us is that of tempta- 
tion ; force us he cannot. 

No good Chriftian ought to be afraid of him 
or of his inftrumcnts; beicaufe he is a flave of 
Chrift's, and can do nothing without his leave. 
But a finner ought to fear him, becaufe he is 
the niinifter of God's juftice and vengeance. 
Wherever Chrift does not reign, the Devil 
does. 

Holy Scriptures. 

- He that reads them, with a purpofe to profit 
by them, will find them clear, and his duty de- 
termined! . 

Read them with humility, not^to appear more 
knowing, but xo edify, 
I ^* The 
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The Holy Scriptures teach us how, by repent- 
ance and faith, we may recover God's favour 
' here, and be happy for ever. 

Senjuality. 

That you may have your portion with beafts 
in this jvorld, you are content to have your por^ 
tion with devils in the next. 

" Whoredom and wine [Hof. iv. ii.J take 
away the heart;"- that is, its right judgment, 
tafte, and perception of things. 

ReligiorT' requires a greater mortification of 
the pleafures of the palate, than is generally 
thought of. Senfual, a man may be, without in- 
temperance; " fenfual, not having the fpirit," 
faith St. Jude. " Earthly, fenfual, deviiifh.'* 
James iii. 15, - 

Sin. 

Where there is a real abhorrence of evil, there 
will be a proportionable care to avoid it. • 
^' Abhor that which is evil." Rom. xii. 9. 

Sin is no fooner committed, but the judgment 
is paffed : — no fooner did Ahab go to take pof- 
feflion of Naboth's vineyard, but the prophet is 
fent with this meffage from G,od to him: " In 
the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, 
Ihall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.*' Chrif* 
tians do not confider this. 

All fin includes in it atheifmy releUion^ and 
idolatry. This fhould be well coulidered. 

K ' The 
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The evil of Jin may be known from the atcne" 
ment that was neceCTary to make fatisfaflion to 
the divine juftice, and from the. punifhment 
which it will be attended with, — everiafting mi- 
fery ; which even infinite goodnefs has affigned 
it, 

God often permits fin, even in the eleft, that 
he may make their fall inftrumental to their con- 
verfion and falvation. 

God fees in fin the good which he defigns to 
bring out of it; otherwife he would never per- 
mit it. 

Sinners often find themfelves forced to fee 
their fin and their danger, when they endeavour 
to fhun the fight of them with the greateft care. 

It is extremely dangerous to take even one 
ftep in the ways of fin ; fince it is fo difficult to 
retreat, and fince it almoft neceflarily leads to 
another. 

When a man is once out of the way of God, 
be eafily falls from one fin to another. 

When a man is not only content to negleft 
his own falvation, but is induftrious to ruin 
others, he then is filling up the meafure of his 
fins. 

iS/» and wickednefs. The more we fee in 
Others, the more ought we to fear for ourfelves. 

The fins of others fliew us what we ourfelves 
fliould be without the grace of Chrift., 

We have reafon to blefs God, that he has not 
taken us off by a fudden ftroke. of death, every 
time we have finned, as he did Ananias and 
Sapphira. 

Sin 
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Sin punijhable. Few people are fo blind as to 
flatter themfelves, that God will permit their fin 
to go unpunifhed. What then do they do to 
divert fo uneafy a thought? — Why, ihey en- 
deavour to ftifle, to divert fuch thought. 

The crime of Satan was, his not being con- 
tent with the ftate of a creature, which depends 
entirely upon God. God therefore fuftained 
him no longer by his grace, which was by him 
difowned. The fame befals men, who, for want 
of humility, .do arrogate (afcribe) to themfelves 
thafe things which are God's; that is, every thing 
that is good. 

There is no fin which a man ought not to fear, 
and to think himfelf capable of, fince we have in 
cur corrupt will the feed of every fin. 

Sins of imfurity. It was thefc fins which 
brought deftruftion, an entire deftruSion upon 
the Canaanites. People do not confider this. 

Sinners. 

To punifh finners, God need only abandon 
them to their own paffions ;— they will foon be 
miferable. 

The greateft misfortune does not confift in a 
man's being a finner, but in his not knowing 
the danger and the remedy of fin ; and in rejeft* 
ing the faving hand of his phyfician who would 
heal him, and the means he pvopofes for his re- 
covery. 

The condition of a finner : — To be perpetually 
vexed at his own folly and weaknefs; — to do 

K 2 fuch 
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fucli things as he inwardly condemns; to be 
afraid of that light which would difcover him to 
himfelf and others; — to be afraid of what may 
conic hereafter. Sec. 

Confolation to (inner s. Though the fin be to 
us inveterate and incurable, yet it is not fo to an 
Alwife, Almighty phyiician. 

Since nothing but the death of Chrift could 
fave us, this fliews indeed the greatnefs of our 
mifery, and ought to humble us. But then, 
how infinite is the mercy of God to finners, 
Cnce he would vouchlafc to give his only Son to 
die for us : this ought to fupport us. 

Solitude 

Is the fchool of wifdom ; it \s there flie teaches 
us fecrets, which the world are utter ftrangcrs^ 
to. [Hofea ii. 14.J '^ I will bring her into the 
wildernefs, and fpealc comfortably unto her." 

We know the world, by conveifing with 
others; but ourfclves, by converfing with God 
and ourfelves. 

Soul 

Remember that you are fomething more than 
body. 

State of Trial. 

Man is in a ftate of trial. This trial is for 
eternal happihefs or mifeiy. 

We co.itinue here on earth only to be purified, 
and 10 be rcnderecl worthy of thai happinefs for 
which God has defigned us. 

They 
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They that be whole^ &c. 

The fad condition of thofe who are afraid of 
feci jg their danger, and of being cured, is more 
common than is imagined. 

It is God's way to make us fenfible of our 
wanti, and the neceffity of extraordinary help, 
before he thinks fit to afford it. 

Nothing but the fenfe of a prcfcnt unhappfnefs, 
or a profpeft of imminent danger, will put us 
upon- feeking, looking out for relief. While 
they that are in love with their maladies, arid 
think themfelves fafe in 4:he midft of enemies, 
and well under the moft mortal difeafes, negleft 
their recovery and the means of their falvation. 

Tim^ 

- Is very precious, when the falvation of oitr 
fouls is concerned. 

Remember the advantages that may be made 

'of time, — everlafiing happinefs. Remember 

"what you lofe by lofing it. 

Wickednefs. 

Whenever you are contriving or' doing any 
evil thing, confider who it is that fets you at 
work, — that the devils drive you. That Ihould 

terrify you indeed. 

\ 

Wilful Sins. 

^ It is dangerous to commit the leaft wilful 
fault, becaule it may have the greatell evil con- 
fequence* 

K 3, SOMB 
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SOME 

CONSIDERATIONS 

auiTSD TO THE 

CONDITION OF A PENITENT PRISONER, 

WHO IS OESIKOUS TO 

FORSAKE HIS SINS AND AMEND HIS IIFE*. 



I ' »i 



I. 



CONSIDER the grievous fcandal you have 
given by your crimesi enticing others to fin. 

Confider your baptismal voW| and your 
fiiameful breach of it. 

HI. 

Confider the four laft things, death, judg- 
ment, heaven, hell. — Refleft too upon eter- 
nity. 

IV. 

Confider the grievous fins of gaming, lying, 

STEALING, SABBATH-BREAKING, DRUNKENNESS, 

&c. — ^your tins of omiflion as well as commiflion. 

* Abridged from Roflell. 

Confider 
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V, 

Confidcr what Chrift has fuffered for our fins ; 
that nothing was found able to fatisfy God's wrath 
againft them, but the blood of his only Son Jefus 
Chrift. 

VI. 

Confider fin as the breach of God's holy law, 
committed againft his wonderful goodnefs, mercy, 
and forbearance; which fhould have led you io 
repentance. 

vin 

Bewail your natural inbred corruption, as well 
as a6lual fins and tranfgreirious, 

VIII. 

Chrift came to reftore us to the Jivine image 
that we loft, by the offence of Adam. 

IX. 

The great defign of the Gofpel of Chrift is 
to fanftifyour natures, to fpiritualize our fouls, 
andraife our affefcUons above fenfual objcfils. 

X. 

Confidcr the fhortnefs and uncertainty of this 
prefent life, the vanity and unfatisfaftorinefs of 
all the comforts of it; and of how fmall value 
they are in comparif^n of the fulnefs of joy, the 
unmixed pleafures, and everlafting glories of the 
life to come. 

K 4 Confider 
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XI. 

Confider the nature, guilt, and punifhrnentoF 
fin in general. Think of ihofe fins in parti- 
cular of which you have been guilty, and the 
dreadful nefs of the punifhraent which God has 
threatened againft them. If your mind is awa- 
kened by th^ terrors of the Lord, you may fly 
for refuge to the mercies of the Gofpel, where 
pardon is offered, through the meiits of Chrift, 
to the greateil of finners upon their repent- 
ance. 

XII. 

-You muft pray with the prophet Jeremiah, 
Turn thou me^ and IJball be turned : heal me^ arid 
I Jball be healed. " For it is God," faith the 
apofUe, '^ who worketh in us both to will a;id 
to do of his good pleafure/* 



XIII, 



When you have prayed, take heed you do 
not obftrufl, reGft, or withftand the grace of 
God, thr.t you do not put his word from you : 
as it is faid, Ta day if ye will bear bis vdce^ 
harden not your hearts. 

XIV. 

Confider after what manner we muft teftiTy and 
manifeft our repentance. The prophet Joel 
tells us, We mnjl turn unto the Lord with all our 
hearts^ \f'il\\fajlingi and weepings and mourning. 

Confider 
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XV. 

Confider that the blood of Chrlft will he of 
no profit to any but thofe only,, who, with a 
contrite, afflifted, penitents humble, and be-* 
lieving hearty embrace it. 

m 

/ 

, f 

• Confider ferioufly the following fentenccs, fe- 
lefted from the Holy Scriptures* 

^^ Remember your ways, and all your doing^^ 
wherein ye have been defiled, and Ipthe your- 
felves in your own figlK, for all yoitr eviJs that 
ye have committed." Ezek. xx. '43. 

" Repent, and turn yourfclves from all your 
tranfgs cflions, fo iniquity fliall not be your ruin J* , 
Ezek. xviii. 30. 

'^ Wafli you, make you clean, put away the 
evil of your doings. Ceafe to do evil ; learn to* 
do well." Ifaiah i. 16, 17. 

" Sin no more^ left a.worle thing come unto 
theej' John v. 14. 

• '* And, ren^ember from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do the firft* works^, or 
elfe I will come, unto thee quickly." Rev. ii. 5^ 

" It is appointed unto all men once to diei 
but after this the judgment.'' . Hehr..ix. 27. 

^^ All that are in the graves (hall hear his- 
voice, and come forth; they that have done 

food unto the refurreflion of life.; and they that 
ave done evil unto the rjcfurrettion of damna-^ 
tion.'* -Johnv. 28, 29.. 

K5 If 
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" If we confefs.our fins, he is faithful, and 
juft to forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us 
from all unrighteoufnefs." t John i. 6. 
. " The blood of Jefus Ghrift his Son cleanfeth 
us from all fin." i John i. 7. 

" If any man fin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous, and he is 
the propitiation for our fins." 1 John ii. 1, 2. 

*' Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave 
finners." 1 Tim. i. 15. 

" There is joy in heaven over one finner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
juft perfons that need no repentance.*' Luke 

XV. 7. 

" God be merciful to me a finner!" Luke' 
Xviii. 13. 

^' Hide thy face from my fins, and blot out 
all my iniquities. Create in me a clean hearty 
O God; and renew aright fpirit within me/' 
Pfalm li. 9, io« 

Amen^ Lord Jesus, Amen. 



THE 

BAPTISMAL VOW. 

YOU promifed at yoiir baptifm , 
J. To renounce the devil and all his workf, 
the pomps and Vc nity of this wicked world, and 

all the finful lufts of the flefii. 

« _ 

5 a. To 
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2. To believ^ all the articles of the Chriftian 
faith. 

3. To keep God*s holy will and command* 
ments, and walk in the fame all the days of thy 
life. 



THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, 

I. 

Thou (halt have none other Gods but me.^ 

Thou (halt not make to thyfelf any graven 
image, nor the likenefs of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 
water under the earth. Thou (halt not bow 
down (o them, nor worfhip them : for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, and vifit the 
fins of the fathers upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate 
me, and fhew mercy unto thoufands in them. 
that love me, and keep my commandments. 

III. 

Thou fhalt not take" the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain : for the Lord will not hold him, 
guiltlefs that taketh his name in vain» 

IV. 

Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath- 
day. Six days fhalt thou labour and do all that 
ihou haft to do; but the feventh day is the 

K 6 Sabbadj^ 



fi04 A COMPANION FOR THE PRISONER. 

Sabbath of the I,ord thy God. In it thou flialt 
do no manner of work, thou, and thy fon, and 
thy daughter, thy man-fervant, and thy maid- 
fervant, thy cattle, and the ftranger that is 
within thy gate$. For in fix days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the fea, and all that in 
them is, and refted the feventh day; wherefore 
the Lord biefled the feventh day, and hallowed 
It. 

v.. 

Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long in the land which the Lord . 
thy God giveth thee. 

VI. 

Thou fhalt do no murder. 

viu 
Thou (halt not commit adultery. 

VIII. 

Thou fhalt not fteal. 

IX. 

Thou fhalt not bear falfe witnefs againft thy 
neighbour. 

X. 

Thou (halt not covet thy neighbour's houfe, 
thou flialt rot covet thy neighbour's wife, nor 
his fervant, poi his msid, nor his ox, nor his 
afs, nor anv thing that is his. 

Dufj 
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"Duty towards God, 

Yolilr duty towards God is to believe in him, 
to fear him, an'd to love him with all your heart, 
with all. your mind, with all your foul, and with 
all your (Irength; to worlhip him. to give him 
thanks^ to put your whole truft in him, to call 
upon him, to honour his holy name, and his 
word; and to ferve him truly all the days of your 
life. 

Duty towards your Neighbour. - 

Your duty towards your neighlDour is to love 
him 'as yolirl^lf, and to do 'to all men as you 
would they (hould do unto you : to love^ honour, 
and fuccour your father and mother: to honour 
and obey the king, and all that are put in au- 
thority under him : to fubmit yourfelf to all your 
go verno^^ls, teachers, fpiritual paftors and matters ; 
to 'order yourfelf lowly and reverently to all 
your betters : to hurt no body by word or deed ; 
to be true and juft in ^ll your dealings ; to bear 
no malice nor hatred in your heart: to keep your 
hands from picking and fte. ling, and your tongue 
from evil fpeaking, lying and flandering. 

Duty tozvards your/elf. 

Your duty towards youi (blf is to keep your 
body in temperance, fobeinefs, and chaftity. not 
to covet no;r defire oth^ r men's goods, but' to 
learn and labour truly to get your own living, 
and. toxlo your duty in that ttate of life, unto 
which it has pleafed God to call you, 

HEADS 
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HEADS OF SELF-EXAMINATION. 

O MY foul, now in the prefcnce of the Al- 
mighty, ufe thy utmoft diligence to fearch and 
examine thine own confcience, how thou haft 
managed thy whole life, which God gave thee 
to employ in his fervice. 

Haft thou endeavoured to live according to 
thy baptifmal vow ? Haft thou renounced the 
devil and all +iis works, the pomps and vanities 
of this wicked world, with all covetous defires 
of the fame, and all the finful lufts of the flefh, 
fo as not to follow nor be led by them ? 

Haft thou believed all the articles of the 
Chriftian faith ? 

Haft thou kept God's holy will and command- 
ments, and walked in the fame all the days of 
thy life ? 

More particularly as to thy Duty towards G^. 

Haft thou believed in him who is truth hfelf, 
and feared in all things to offend his divine ma- 

jefty ? 

Haft thou loved him (who is perfeft love and 
goodnefs) above all things, with all thy heart, 
and mind, and {bul, and ftrength ? 

Haft thou worfhipped hini acceptably, as he 
hath required; in Ipirit and in truth ? 

Haft 
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Haft thou given thanks unto him for his ma- 
nifold mercies and benefits, 'and improved them 
to his glory ? 

Haft thou put thy^whole truft and confidence 
at all times in him, and called upon him by- 
prayer and fupplication in all thy wants and ne- 
ceflSties? "* 

Haft thou honoured his* holy name and his 
word, and whatever hath any relation unto him : 
and haft ferved him truly, not only upon the 
days which are fet apart for his folemn worftiip, 
but all the days of thy life? 

As to iby Duty towards thy Neighbour. 

Haft thou loved thy neighbour as thyfelf, and 
done unto all, and every man, as thou wouldft 
they ftiould do unto thee, in the like ftate and 
condition of life? 

Haft thou (as a dutiful child) loved, honoured, 
and fuccoured, upon aU occalions, lo far as thou 
wert able, thy natural parents, father and mo- 
ther? 

Haft thou (as a good and loyal fubjetl) ho- 
noured and obeyed the king, (the civil father of 
his dominions,) and all that are put in authority 
under him ? 

Haft thoii refpeftively fubmitted thyfelf to all 
thy governors, teachers, fpiritual paftors, and 
maftcrs, and ordered thyfelf lowly and reverently 
towards all thy betters ? 

Haft thou hurt or injured any body by word 
or deedj or been true and juft in all thy dealings? 

Doft 
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Doft thou bear any malice, haired, or revenge 
in thy heart, which is murder in the fight of 
God ? 

Haft thou kept thy hands from picking and 
ftealing, pilfering, or purloining, which ufually 
lead oo to greater wickednefs ? 

Haft thou refrained thy tongue, that unruly 
member, from evil fpeaking, lying, and Ylander- 
ing, which arc vices fo common iti the world ? 

Haft thou fallen among vicious company^ 
which, ^las! too often engages into folly; and 
did the danger encredfe thy care, and the fin o£ 
others breed virtue in thee ? 

Haft thou taken notice of any good example, 
which thy gracious God prefentcd to excite thee; 
and didft thou immediately rcfolve in thy heart 
to follow and imitate it ?- 

jds to thy Duty towards thyfelf. 

Haft thou nrcfcrved thy body in temperance, 
fobern'^fs, and chiftity, undefiled with flefhly 
lufts, fuch as ghittony and drurikennefs, forni- 
cation, and adultery. 

Haft thou not fometiraes coveted or defired 
other men's goods; or hath not the greatnefs of 
another molefted thy peace, and his profperous 
condition made thee repine? 

Haft thou l.iboured truly (with contentment 
and diligence) to get thy'own living, and. to do 
thy duty in that ftate of life, untQ. which it hath 
pleafed God to call thee ? 

Haft 
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Haft thou tempted others to fin, by connivance 
or encouragement, command or perfualion, and 
fo encreafcd thy own' guih, by furthering the 
damnation of ihy brother ? 

Read the catechism, with an explanation of 
it, which any clergyman, or other welUdifpofcd 

perfon, will readily pui into your hands. 



PRIVATE 
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PRIVATE PRAYERS 



FOR THE 



J?ENITENT SINNER. 



* BEHOLD, O God, a creature liable everjr 
moment to death, proffrate before thee, begging, 
for Jefus'- fake, that faith and repentance, to 
which thou haft promifed mercy and pardon. 
Difcover to me, O thou fearcher of hearts, the 
charge that is againft me, that I may know^ and 
confefs^ Bud iewail, SLod albor, Bi\d for/ake^ and 
repent of^ all the evils I have been guihy of. 
Have mercy upon me, have mercy upon me, 
moll merciful Father, \\ho defireft not the death 
of a (inner; for thy Son Jefus Chrifls fake for- 
give me all that is part. And, O blcffed advo- 
cate, who art able to fave them for ever, who 
come unto God by thee, feeing thou ever liveft 
to m ke interceflion for us, I put my caufe into 
thy hands; let thy pozver defend me; thy blood 
and merits plead for rae; fupply all the jdefcQs 
of my repentance; procure for me a full dif- 

•^ Bifhop Wilfon. 

charges 
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charge of all my Cxis before I die ; and by thy 
mighty grace, confirm and ftrengthen me in all 
goodnefs, during the remainder of my life, that- 
I .may find mercy at the great day. Amen. 

WITH a more particular acknowledgement 
of my guilt, O God, do I now. approach the 
throne of thy mercy. Too long have I followed 
the wicked inclinations of my heart, and, ig- 
norant of my real intereft, have purfued the 
paths that lead to deftruftion. But Slelfed be 
ihy preventing grace, which hath flopped me 
Ihort in_the midll of my days, and, by this con- 
finement and temporal punilhment, hath recalled 
me to a fenfe of my iniquities. Oh! let me 
now look upon them with abhorrence— let 
me recoUeft them only to deleft them — and 
let my heart be now fixed where true joys are 
only to be found. It is not this bodily con- 
ftraint, it is not an expedation of further pains 
and penalties, that induce me thus to cry out for 
help: it is a thorough conviftion of my fins, 
and unfeigned contrition for them, that now 
operate on my foul. Oh! let the forrowful 
figbing of me, an afFiiftcd prifoner, come before 
thee ! Hear my groaning from the depths of the 
dungeon, and relieve the weight which now 
prclfes upon my heart. Accept this confcffion 
of my fin, and through the alUfufficicnt merits 
of my Saviour^ blot out my tranfj^reffjons. By 
the influence of thy holy fpirit lb difp^W'e and 
correft my inclinations, that when relieved from 
my prefent affliSions, and once more mixing 

with 
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>vith the fociety of my fellow- creatures (if fuch 
fhall be thy good plcafure) I may lead a life 
after the true Chriltian pattern, and, both by 
precept and example, endeavour to follow the 
Itcps of thy blefled Son, who walked amongft 
meq, without partaking of their liris. Grant 
this, O merciful Father, for Jefus Chrift's fake* 
Amen, 

It Here it will he proper to patife^ and refieSl oh 
that particular crime which has occafioned your 
prejtnt imprifonmpit. 

*5 Prayer^. 

O GOD, the fountain of mercy, who didfl: 
fend thy Son into the world to call finners to re- 
pentance ; and who haft affured us, that there is 
joy in Heaven over one finner that repenteth; 
look down with an eye of pity upon me thy 
fervant, who haft gone aftray from thy com- 
mandments. Give me a clear fight of my fin, 
and a deep fenfe of ihy wrath agaiuft' impenitent 
finners; that feeing my danger I may patiently 
fubmit to godly difcipline, and to all the diffi- 
culties of true repentance. And grant, O God, 
that I may* not deceive my felf by a cojanterfeit 
repentance, but that this my humble confeffion 
rnay produce a real change of heart and amend- 
ment of lif^; that I may utterly renounce and 

♦ Biihop Wilfoa. 

forfakes 
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forfake all evil ways.; break off all evil habits; 
and bein^ ever mindful of my infirmities, may 
be more careful of myfelf and more earned for 
grace for the time lo come; working out my 
falvation with fear and trembling through Jefus 
Chiid our Lord. Amen. 

O LORD, I befeech thee, abfolve me from 
fliy offences ; that through thy bountiful good- 
nefs, I may be delivered from the bands of thofe 
fins, which by my frailty I " have committed. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, for Jefus Chrift*s 
fake, our bleffed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



5 A Prayer to 'he ufed in the Morning. 

O ALMIGHTY God, under whofe wing all 
the children of men have refl, I return unto 
thee the fincereft tribute of thanks for the re- 
frefhmcnt which thoti haft afforded me the night 
part. Miferable though I am on account of my 
fins, and unhappy in having offended thee, yet 
thou difdaineft not to give peace to the penitent 
heart, and to clofe the wakeful eyes with fltim- 
bers. Or, if alarmed by my iniquities I have 
lain refllefs upon my bed, with the anxiety of 
thofe that watch for the morning, ftill thy pro- 
vidence was my guide, and did fahftify the 
words of my mouth, and the meditations of my 
heart. O grant that the influence of thy holy 
fpirit may reft upon me^ not only during the 

enfuing 
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cnfuing day, but for the remainder of my life ; 
that when death comes, I may lay me down in 
peace, may reft in hope, and jife in glory. All 
this I beg for Jefus Chrift's fake, in whofe name 
and words I conclude my imperfeft prayer : 

Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, .as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trefpaffes, as we forgive them that trefpafs againft 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil : for thine is the kingdom,- and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

? A Prayer to he ufed in the Evening. 

O FATHER of mercies, who didft vifit thy 
faithful fervants in the dungeon, how fliall I look 
up to thee and pray for thy proteftion, who have 
fo often and fo grievoudy offended thee. The 
punifhment of my fins hath at laft overtaken 
me; and thefe bonds, and this place of folitude, 
very forcibly imprefs them on my mind. Let 
the imprcflion be fo ftrong as to make. me utterly 
deteft them, and, before 1 lay my head upon my 
pillow, refulve never to repeat them. How can 
I expect the refrefhmerit of deep, if I do not 
endeavour to make my peace. with thee, my 
God ? Aifd how can I more acceptably perform 
this neceffary fervice, than by relying on the 
merits, and trufting to the mediation of my Sa- 
viour ? 
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